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With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
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Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Chapter 11 Pages 69-73

Vocabulary
brackish 71 omen 73

Discussion Questions
1. How did Karana feel after she returned to the island? She says she was happy to be

home.

2. How had her ideas about the island changed? Karana was no longer plagued by
memories of past death, loneliness, sadness, and desertion which had happened on the
island. She now focused on happier associations with the island. See page 69, para-
graph 3 for details.

3. What did she realize after abandoning her canoe voyage? The island was her home;
she had no other. Until the white men returned with their ship, the island would be
Karana's home. (Page 70)

reminders of those kinspeople who
are either dead or gone away

Kim
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p
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4. How did Karana decide where she would build her new home? She first considered
what kind of a place she needed—sheltered from the wind, not too far from Coral Cove,
and close to a good spring. Then she reviewed the island for possibilities and visited
these. But the thing that finally made her decide on the place was the sea elephants
who congregated nearby.

5. Why does Karana think a particular day was "an omen of good fortune"? The day 
was fresh after rain and Karana detected sweet odors as she walked along the beach.

Prediction
Reread the last sentence of Chapter 11. What is the mood of the book now? What do
you think will happen in Chapter 12? Consider how much of the book is left. What do
you think will happen? Why?

Supplementary Activities
1. Writing: What kind of day is, for you, "an omen of good fortune"? Finish this sen-

tence, "Monday was an omen of good fortune because..."

2. Plot the emotional feelings of Karana thus far in the book. (See chart on next
page.)

Chapter 12 Pages 74-79

Vocabulary
pitch 77 gruel 77 tusklike 79 sai-sai 78

Discussion Questions
1. How does Karana make her fence? Why does she build it first? She used whale ribs

which she set into holes, arranging them so they curved outward and could not be
climbed. She move strands of bull kelp between the bones. The entrance was a narrow
hole and tunnel under the fence just big enough that she could crawl through. It was
covered with a mat on one side and a flat rock on the other side.

2. List some of the things Karana does in building her house. Explain how each is 
important for survival. built fence—protection from animals; rock at one side—wind
protection, ease of construction; position house with rock toward prevailing winds—pro-
tection; poles for support—using wood available; shelves for food—protection from mice

3. What is Karana's problem at the end of the chapter? sharp spear points such as 
tusklike teeth of bull sea elephant Think of ways she might solve her dilemma.

Supplementary Activity
Details: Karana has been making, finding, and adapting tools. Make a list of some of

the tools she has created. Illustrate and describe their use in a single sentence each.
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