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Note

with your class.

The text used to prepare this guide was the Laurel Leaf Historical
Fiction softcover published by Dell Publishing, ©1960 by Scott O’Dell.

Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age
level and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
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Study Questions
Page 3

About how old is Karana when the Aleuts come again? What does she do when
she sees them arrive?

Why is Karana more afraid of the girl than of the men?

How does the Aleut girl treat Karana? How does Karana feel toward her, at first?
What present does the girl leave for Karana?
What does Karana make for Tutok?

How do Karana and Tutok spend their time togs
How does Karana feel when the Aleuts finally le:
Who is Mon-a-nee?

Why does Karana look for stones the sam
Tutok gave her?

Karana imagines her sister i ildren “...so diff
ones | always wished to havg i iidren” does Karana
Why does Karana call Mon :
ich ones? Why?
e, at first? Why
a
t

o;
% w does it make
eut boat? Why don't

at come? What hen the men ask where the

~vhen she sees a s

otters are?
How do the men treat Karana?
How do you imagine he ship takes her away? Which of her
“friends” and po i s ne Mave with her?

e was found? What was the year?
to Karana as a “girl Robinson Crusoe” (p. 187)?

How did she com

Was Karana reunited with the other Indians of Ghalas-at?

Where is she buried?

What is the Island of the Blue Dolphins called now? What is it like today?
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Name Island of the Blue Dolphins
Activity #3: Vocabulary
Chapters 1-4

Aleut 9 cormorants 10 kelp 11 mesa 12
ravine 12 intruders 12 toyon 12 parley 13
leagues 15 clattered 15 reefs 16 befell 18
sparingly 19 carcasses 23 pelt 23

Directions: Divide the words among the members of your group. Turn to the pages
on which your words appear in the novel. After looking at how each word is used,
complete a word map for each of your words and sh m with the rest of the

group.

Synonyms ing or Symbol to
ber the Word*

Word Used in a Sentence:

Definition in Your Own Wor
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Name Island of the Blue Dolphins
Activity #10: Attribute Web
Use During or After Reading

Directions: Fill in the chart with words that tell about Karana.

Karana acts...
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Name Island of the Blue Dolphins
Activity #12: Writing Response
Use During/After Reading

Directions: Talk with other members of your group about how Karana turned her
loneliness, boredom, and fear into strength.

Now think about your own life. When have you been alone—or at least on your own,
in some way? Were you lonely? If so, what helped you feel better? Did some good
come out of those times of solitude? What did you learn about yourself? Write your

thoughts and feelings below. !
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