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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension
Predictions, inferences,
supporting judgments,
identifying attributes,
drawing conclusions

Critical Thinking
Research, evaluating,
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compare/contrast

Literary Elements
Character analysis, genre,
dialogue, figurative language,
story map
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Dictionary use, definitions,
synonyms, antonyms, parts of
speech

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, joke telling,
movie trailers

Writing
Report, essay, letter,
short biography

Across the Curriculum
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Mythology—Jason and the
Golden Fleece, Charon;
History—Klondike gold rush,
time line, “Yellow Legs,” blue
laws; Culture—Tlingit Indians;
Cooking—rose hip tea, berry
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Chapters One-Five

After his father’s death, 15-year-old Jason Hawthorn travels from his home in Seattle to New York
City to prove his independence to his older brothers. When Jason hears that gold has been
discovered in the Klondike, he starts back to Seattle. Jason plans to use his inheritance and part
of each of his brothers’ inheritances to journey to the Klondike, but then he discovers that his
brothers have gone ahead of him with all the money. A determined Jason stows away on a steamer
bound for Alaska. He meets a young man named Frank “¥id” 3arker, who introduces him to
wealthy Captain Smith. Jason later discovers that the«w ptc  nd . s associates’ wealth stems
from a pickpocket operation.

Discussian' ue/ 10!,

Vocabulary 1. Y ha. :in orwnt about the date Julv 17, 1897? (This was the
prospectors dfl the 7 gold ship arriveq in'ffatf’? " ' two tons of gold from the
obliged 0. ke. It marks the beginni»~of . 2 K. dike gold rush.)
resigned .~ ror what mythologice!:ch  actc is .son named? From what
hesitatic you know about !==on, L =< ne appropriate? Support your
creased opinion with e de== 21 m the novel. (Jason is named after the
fou g Greek myt” uivgicar ner  Jason, leader of the Argonauts, who goes in
« cea d searci. o .o 11wece. Answers will vary.Suggestion: Yes, because
Cai. ..ations Jo mlc s« ature, is eager to take on ¢ allewoes<and is going
ferocious Afte ‘rel re.)
blurry V' nat were Jason’s original= "2 ! i

gina's "ans "o did they change, and
Pres?med what does Jason dec.de t do: Tas : had planned to travel from
dep2 Seattle to New Y. “liv_ the fo' 1 year, and then return home.
. After living in N*, York' + ten months, Jason hears about the gold
SENET S discovery it the Klo "¢ 'und decides to return to £ awe earlv so he

1

can ‘ic .4 ondike and find his fortune:

4. How do people i=="watti -ea. to . = Klondike gold dig_ ove Wt ' _reaction in other
places? (Seattlel a bc ive o vity as people prepare to I ve.” e m. or of Seattle resigns a=
opens a steamsh_ comy 1y o wake people north-"eople Ic ve. eir, ., and the streetcars stop
running. All day . i the night people clag the<trc. . nd i ge piles of supplies are ste== A
everywhere. Confusion and excitement reign..  chi. 1 da, seople from all over the Unite S*7.¢s
and Canada are heading west. Similar extiny ‘isco. ies are happening all over t ¢'v =+l

5. What supplies does the old = ori e t7in ccll Jason he will neec .\ . .n. ~h. bes Jason
estimate the trip will cost? I ov. =ll. = "t the funds? (The old raan . s ). n ne will need a
thousand pounds of food, clott . 2d, a gold pan, a pick and ¢ ove'-sa = and nails, oakum,
and a “Klondike stove.” Jason  fimates he will need abo. $1 J)OG. .«¢ 1 1ns to use the $500 his
father left him and borrow $250 from each of his broth'=s' 1 . “anc_..)

6. Describe conditions in the cannery where J2eo=u. 1to ork. How does Jason’s work
experience influence his decisions.no\ ’ (V rki. ac. e cannery was dangerous. Kids often lost
limbs and fingers. Jason was undery  ai ' w._ “ed Ong hours, six days a week in the foul-smelling
factory. Jason’s experience worn 7ii fr. = anery nas helped him form a goal—to work for himself
and strike it rich. Jason’s previous % xpc _nce motivates him to make a big change.)

o'd]
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11.

Describe each of Jason’s brothers, and compare them to Jason. (Abraham, the oldest, is serious,
cautious, and quiet. He is tall and lanky with a mustache and a slight limp. Ethan has dark, curly
hair and a full beard. He has impish green eyes and a hearty laugh. He is a joKer, is strong, but
always defers to Abraham in matters of judgment. Jason’s brothers stick together and are prudent in
their decisions. In contrast, Jason is independent, stubborn, and impetuous. Like his brothers, he is a
hard worker and unafraid of a challenge.)

What does Jason find out at Mrs. Beal’s that takes “t¥=» w ad...out of his sails” (p. 20)? Why
is Jason surprised at this turn of events, and how s asc  ‘eel. Jason’s brothers have gone
ahead of him to the Klondike. They have used«""*he oney, . cluding his inheritance. Jason is
surprised that his practical, cautious br._er. we. “ur. crtald such an adventurous endeavor.
Answers will vary, but Jason most likely', s ( sat, “inted, left out, and let down.)

. What is Jason’s new plan? Ho do. he art off on his journey, =4 what supplies does he

have? Do you think J¢ ». 0 lai ‘s2. .ctical? (Jason plans to ca” © u, vith his brothers. He stows
away on the Yakima.a s wms p ncdding to Alaska. He has™ 2 o ack. <k full of clothes, some
cheese and bread” 1s cdrc o ud a book. Answers wi.var, Son sti. 2nts might think Jason’s
plan is pra« Wlsit e, on's brothers are only threeda, a4 .d Jason is traveling lighter. He
could cat.up wit.. .em. Others may think Jas( 1’s.#'an impractical since he has no alternate

ple v the w2 that he does not catch ut”.v.ch 1.5 ore hers.)

W~ fi ds Jason hiding on the shi;  Wv..at ¢ idence makes you think« s person is not a
“Kloudiker,” and what is Jason'. mp ss.c.i of him? (Frank “Kid” Ba <= s son. Unlike the
cest of the Klondikers aboa’  tnhe sh. " 1. Barker is wearing an ex>(.io. 2 suit @ d a (‘erby hat and
has a jackknifs He ! ap 'ty ung-looking face with a sce=ove 1is'« 2 and speaks with a fake
British accent. Ko ¢ = “Sce. to be in any rush to. cack he i e ce. jason decides Kid Barker is
a “skc 2, o andd s not trust him.)

What oes) on .nd out about Kid Barke=an: his « ociates? What do they want Jason to
doin$S ¢ .y? What is Jason’s respon’ *taheir  Juest, and what does thi saxzabort
Jason? (;.son finds out that Kid B «c. #u nis: ssociates are pickpeakets. 7.0 vhu.ca 'steii
where Kid Barker finds out wk is yirs a wt of money and ore o] the ¢ al steanc . Kid
Barker’s group wartalasor for. 9w continue stealing vwen = »rc ch 29 ay. Jason

vehemently refud , Kie. re. est wying his father taught hir-avc_ = hor. . This tells the reader.
that Jason is a § 4 per. 1 w. _ wants to do the rioht thin, LSt thief.)

12. Prediction: How = . " Barker make Jac nre et. = 'eciv.on?

Supplementary Activities

1.

Character Analysis: Begin ti = hara °r. tribute Web on page 27 ¢ al. uic

2. Geography: Use the Gold Ru =* .c on page 28 of this guide t' be<in" ~ci1.g Jason’s journey.

Start in Seattle, and continu¢ his activity as you reac_he/ ovc.ane find out Jason's route.
(Stops so far on Jason'’s journey should include Seatle, % = »~uv _island [Canada], and
Victoria [Canada].)

. Mythology: Read the Greek myth “Jas 1a’ 1ti. G¢ len Fleece.” Can you find any

similarities between Jason of the or. utt ad' ason Hawthorn? Make a list of similarities
and differences between the o, 1¢ » atinue adding to this list as you read the novel and
find out more about Jason Haw < n.
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Gold Rush Map
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