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Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Analysis, compare/contrast,
brainstorming, inferring

Comprehension
Cause/effect, summarizing,
predicting, conflict/resolution,
decision-making

Literary Elements
Theme, metaphor, simile,
symbolism, foreshadowing,
irony, characterization, setting,
genre, tone, style

Writing
Journal, poetry, script, review,
monologue, sequel, riddle

Vocabulary
Target words, definitions,
application, connotation,
denotation

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, performance,
reports

Across the Curriculum
Music—appropriate selections,
ballad; Art—collage, montage,
poster; Current Events—research,
newspaper/magazine articles




Chapter Twenty-Five

Sohrab nearly dies in the hospital, and Amir prays for the first time in 15 years. Sohrab eventually
recovers physically from his suicide attempt but remains emotionally withdrawn. Amir takes him
to the United States, but he does not respond to Amir’s and Soraya’s love. When General Taheri
asks whom he should tell the neighbors Sohrab is, Amir proudly acknowledges Sohrab as his
nephew. Amir and Soraya raise money for a hospital on the Afghan-Pakistani border that helps
land mine victims. Amir tells Sohrab about Hassan’s kite-f/ch' ng and kite-running talents, and he
and Sohrab fly a kite together. Sohrab smiles slightly f2 th 5t ti. 2 in almost a year, and Amir
runs a kite for him.

Discussian' ue’ (0!,

Vocabulary 1. Atairt ffe  greatly while Sohrab is in critical condition in the
benevolent hc oite  In'what ways is Amir’s sf O g significant? What
serpentine 100 .tes Amir’s prayer, and »hat. oes. ‘s prayer indicate about
protocol ow his character ha <chay tea ‘Ar s suffering is significant
myriad because it causes him to. ay rti  first time in 15 years. Perhaps
cathars: more significant t" ar the' <t Avur prays is the manner in which he
o ric prays. Amir< s oo ! hes knees on a maKeshift prayer rug in front

alee of evervon i vinig room, not caring what others think of him.
Inshis' oment < . that matters is Sohrab. I+, ./ue that Amir’s prayer
N —————— ‘s ¢ tia monvated by guilt [since bades, ‘4. s not want

Sohr. blood on his hands]|, but< «urger< Iy worried about
Sohrab’s well zing« . nere’. 0. e around to pressure Ami== do' 2 rig tthing, yet Amir thinks
nothing efsacr’™ <ir_ . ide in the interest of savir.xanc ‘er, e being. Furthermore, Amir
pron’ s Go the hecw T pray all the time from < ¢ no ‘us when he has a special request. Loss
and t._ threc. Of v s have changed Amir. He ha, arne. elflessness, gratitude, and humility.)

2. How ar. = .y does Amir become “the’ - de. .ie microscope” (p. 355)?( wat = AT ir once
put Hassan’s loyalty to the test, clg' 1y amini® ; and scrutinizing = n by sk, = hasse L if e
would eat dirt for him, Sohrab’ ow_ sts | mir’s loyalty with hiscinresg wms “.est Sonrab probably
felt that he had p! aof 1 sor.. 0 w.._.ust Amir based on< ‘s 1+ .ce. cric. with people, but he
eventually decid" to t. + 4 ir.. _yway. However, shortly aft «th. his'. :st in Amir was shak:
when it seemed vt Am was going to break his¢ vomise.’ oh. 1 be  .ies more distant than ev

N

allowing Amir to s 2 =<s long as is necescary # eu. b ck 1. trust.)

3. Why does it not bother Amir to think thd aba" ay have considered Hassap'».“1 ¢ s¢ \"?
(Amir has forgiven his father, so he is v .ger riscner of anger. In addition, h| 1a- ulso .. s1ven

himself, which means that hé a2 lor. ray isoner of guilt and is able” I . ir. 2lf. [e believes
he is good and worthy of love, nc. the " that is what is most imsarta. )
4. How does Amir respond to C  erar laheri’s inquiry ¢ out"ol ~ 'h . is significant about

Amir’s statement? (Amir state. [latly that Sohrab is his 1. ~h .as 2" 4s how this came to be. He
tells the general that he is never to refer to Sohrab as < - za. 0, ' his presence. Amir shows
courage and conviction as he stands up for Sohr=" By Xing  :ch a firm stance, Amir risks
alienating the general and possibly the A) 1ar om. un. . Amir again sacrifices himself in order to
do what is right, and by proudlv.recc  “zit - S¢. 2h' s a full-fledged member of the family, he shows
that he is no longer influenced v ‘he ac = nd classist attitudes which have proven toxic in his
country and his life. Amir’s attitue. “ vatu .fe is one of love.)
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5. How does Amir cope with Sohrab’s long silence? Why might this cause be close to Amir’s
heart, and what similarities between Amir and Baba does this new activity reveal? (Amir
immerses himself in a project that funds a hospital on the border of Afghanistan and Pakistan that
helps land mine victims. Rahim Khan once commented that there is not a “more Afghan way of
dying” [p. 206] than being killed by a land mine, so this is a way for Amir to give back and stay
connected to his home country while continuing to live in America. His return to Afghanistan
impressed upon him that his country needs him and that thei  is more to being a “true Afghan”
than simply having grown up in Afghanistan. Also, Al' w. % led< a land mine, and Amir once
wondered if Hassan’s and Ali’s lives might have turr. out c._ pletey different if they had not
remained in Afghanistan. It is too late< hel* A1t mir m 7 feel moved to pursue this cause in
honor of him. Amir seems to have growr. ato ¢ nc  who is very similar to his father in that he has
a son he does not quite know how.to. nn. ‘v 7, and to fill the void he feels, he gives back to his
community.)

"

6. What “small, wondrou  hit. ” g s Amir hope? (Amir tells Sor. b o ut Hassan’s Kite-fighting
and kite-running **.c_ s, ¢ 1.0 they fly a kite togetht Soh’ b’s_ ves  2coine alert and lose their
glassy, vacavtlocn.<ir. < lo ks down at Sohrab and se¢. ' t. :loy ided grin and an almost
impercept’ e 1od | =2 Amir asks if Sohrab wan® r.m 1. un .. «ite for him.)

H< v 2s. = show his loyalty to Sob“uu in uie 1 vel’s final scene? What do Amir’s actions
re al ¢ out him? (In all the years A ir . Soun worked together in Kite fighting, Amir was
alw.. " .ne one who flew the kite< d t. ssa=w.s his assistant. Hassan r¢ « the Kite<or him but
1lways returned it to Amir, & .. go. ‘e’ ory” for the win. Now An< ev.._Cs & hru to his former
role and demotes himseclf 't Hdassn’s  ole. Answers will vary, but'. s b b _.nd selfless act of
loyalty to Soh. .0 [¢ d <wae. vy, Hassan] is partic darly w. hle ccavse Amir is under no moral
pressure fer )

Supplem ~tary ct. ‘ties

1. Writea ¢ enses poem about Amir’s | =« »tli redemption.

2. Add to your simile/metaphor lis’ Fx .np" v similes—”...each i cath sl Ciphaing fire
(p- 345); “His skin is dark.lik .ii ~or _d Swiss chocolate...” ‘n. & ?); etz hors—legs:
blocks of concre® ;. art. ek miner (p. 345)

'
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Post-reading Extension Activities
Writing/Speaking
1. Write and present orally a monologue in which Sohrab explains his life before and after

coming to America.

2. View the movie version of the novel. Then write a repor*'in which you compare/contrast the
two works.

3. Write a sequel set five years after the end of the 1. vel.

4. Using the poem “The Elephant in thi Roc.n”. Te y K¢ -ering as a model (Source:
http://www.geocities.com/tcf-troy/Oti =sV. ite _iephantinRoom.html?200812; active at time
of publication), write a poem «hou n' 'epuant in the room” from the novel, e.g., Rahim
Khan'’s illness, Baba’'s’ 'n« nan ‘or. atil, Amir’s guilt, or Ami» (.. Soraya’s inability to have
a child. Then read you. oei to  _class.

Drama/Music
S« Wesiagt ‘th | small group, write and stace ™ = 1. ending for the novel.
¢ W fea 1 perform a ballad telling+" e - i, o Amir and Soraya.

7. Worring with a small groun_stc 2 a" =1i..om the novel. Add anpr. »» b kground
nusic and lighting.

Art
8. Crea acor ze ~»picung Amir's guilt and b carc. for.caemption.

9. Preparc. .1 1tage showing the devast; 10r-var political regimes caused 11 Afghanistan.

10. Design a poster advertising the r ve

Research/Current F' _i.

11. Bring to class ci enti1 wspuper and magazir© article. rer ing  he ongoing strife in
Afghanistan. Dis; 7 2s2 on a poster board wh'« o Hpri 2 headings.

12. Research and write a report about Afghar’ 'n’s" treri. political leaders.

oe]
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Metaphors and Similes

A metaphor is a comparison between two unlike objects. For example, “he was a human
tree.” A simile is a comparison between two unlike objects that uses the words like or as. For
example, “the color of her eyes was like the cloudless sky.”

Directions: Complete the chart below by listing
as the page numbers on which they are foun

nﬂ-hiles from the novel, as well
m hors with an “M"” and similes
with an ”S.” Translate the comparison ds,;« 1d then list the objects being

compared.
‘Ide s . ving Compared

Translation:

Translation:
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Story Map

Directions: Fill in each box below with information about the novel.

Main Characters

Main Conf" -t

-

Setting (time and place)

o

Summary of

Climax

D
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