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Summary

The Littles are an extended family of tiny people who live in the home of the “normal-sized” Bigg
family (unbeknown to the Biggs). The Littles secretly take their food and other necessities from the
Biggs; in return, the Littles fix problems with the house’s plumbing and electricity. Their happy
coexistence is shattered one May when the Biggs decide to go on a three-month vacation and rent
their house to the Newcombs.

Mr. Newcomb has decided to “paint masterpieces” while enjoying his vacation from city life, while
Mrs. Newcomb is doing some writing. The couple are nice enough, and the Littles do enjoy listening
to Mrs. Newcomb read her wonderful stories, but unfortunately they give short shrift to cooking and
housekeeping. As a result, the Littles must endure a steady diet of hamburger—and, worse, they must
defend their very lives against some dreaded mouse intruders (who have gone unnoticed by the
Newcombs). When fighting the dangerous rodents with tiny bows and arrows proves ineffective,
young Tom Little volunteers to dress up like a mouse in order to draw the Newcombs’ attention to
the problem (so that they will do something about the infestation). Tom dons the costume Granny
Little makes, and bravely skitters between Mrs. Newcomb’s feet, producing the the intended effect.

Unfortunately, rather than setting traps, which the Littles expected and planned to avoid, the
Newcombs get a cat. When little Lucy witnesses a feline attack on her father, she stabs the cat’s tail
with a tiny arrow. Mr. Little devises a plan to convince the Newcombs that their cat is noisy and
clumsy, so that they will get rid of the animal. No matter how many curtains they pull down and
bowls of milk they spill, though, the Littles find that Mrs. Newcomb is disinclined to get rid of the pet
she has grown to like. The Littles then reverse tactics and devise a strategy for making friends with the
cat. After giving the cat yarn to play with and scratching its chin, they find that she not only purrs,
but lets Tom ride on her back. In fact, by the time the Newcombs are ready to return to the city, the
cat is so attached to the Littles that she stays behind with them.

Prior to Reading

You may wish to choose one or more of the following pre-reading discussion questions/activities. Each
is designed to help students draw from their store of background knowledge about the events and
themes they will meet in the story they are about to read.

Pre-reading Discussion Questions

On Stealing: What are some of the reasons for stealing? Is it ever right to steal?

On Mice and Cats: Why do mice infest some houses and not others? What would be an “ideal home”
for mice? What are some ways to get rid of mice? Which would you use if you had a problem with
mice? Can you think of some unusual new ways?
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On Facing Danger: What are some of the dangers we have to face today? Have you ever had to face
personal danger? How do people react to danger? Can you think of examples of people who have
found extra courage when they needed it? What do these examples have in common?

On Being Small: What are some special problems that short people face? What are some ways of
coping with these problems? Are there any advantages?

Pre-reading Activities

Anticipation Guide
1. If you agree with the following statements, mark them “True;” if you disagree, mark them
“False.” Be prepared to defend your answer. (After you read the story, see if any of your
answers change.)

TRUE FALSE

a. Stealing is wrong.

b. I'd rather live in the country
than in the city.

c. If there are mice in your house,
you should get rid of them.

d. Always do what your parents say.

e. If you can’t beat em, join em.

Writing
2. Imagine that you wake up one morning to find that you are only five centimeters tall! Write a
composition about some of the problems you would have, and how you might solve them.
(What would you do about clothing? food? shelter? entertainment? threats to your safety?)

T-Chart Comparison
3. Discuss with students the difference between “realistic fantasy” stories and “realistic fiction,”
and ask which they think describes the story about tiny people that they are about to read.
(realistic fantasy)
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Chapter 5, pages 23-30

Vocabulary
generation (27) crack shot (28) invasion (28) quiver (29)

Vocabulary Activity yes no
1. Does a “crack shot” usually hit the target?

2. Could your picnic be interrupted by an invasion of ants?
3. Is a “quiver” the same thing as a “bow and arrow”?

4. Are you and your teacher from the same generation?
(Answers: 1 = yes 2 = yes 3 = no; the quiver holds the arrows)

Discussion Questions

1. Why did Mr. Little punch tiny holes in the wallpaper? Do you think he was wrong to do so?
(so that the Littles could hear what was going on in the room outside)

2. Why do the Littles usually cork up the hole? Why do they remove the cork after dinner?
(Usually they don’t want anyone to hear them; after dinner they like to hear Mrs. Newcomb read
her stories to her husband.)

3. How did Uncle Pete get his limp? (A mouse grabbed him by the foot in ‘35.)

4. What steps do the adults take, once the mice are spotted? (Father orders Tom to lock the doors
and gets out his bow and arrow; he tells the children that Uncle Pete will teach them to shoot.)

5. Who is more likely to attack the mice first, Father or Uncle Pete? Do you think it is right to
attack before being attacked? (Uncle Pete seems more militant, and feels it is better to “teach em
a lesson before they start to bother us.”)

Prediction
How will the Newcombs finally come to realize that they have mice? What will they do about it?

Writing Activity
Discuss with a partner what kind of stories Mrs. Newcomb probably writes. Then pretend you are
Mrs. Newcomb. Write a short story and read aloud to your “husband” (classmate).

Art Activity

Look at the picture on page 25. The artist has drawn a “cutaway” picture; you can see what is
happening on both sides of the wall, as if someone has cut away the front wall. Make another
“cutaway” drawing to illustrate a different part of the story. (Instead, you might choose to draw a
“cutaway” of activities in two rooms at your school, or in your home.)
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Activity Sheet

Causal Chains
Directions: Connect each of the causes on the left with one main effect on the right.

CAUSES > EFFECTS
1 _ a. so the Newcombs and the
- Littles ate a lot of hamburger.
The Littles wanted to help the
Biggs in return for the food and
other things they took...
) _ b. so Tom dressed as a mouse
B to attract their attention.
The Biggs were going on a
three-month vacation...
3 _ c. so the Littles rushed through
- dinner to make sure they
Mrs. Newcomb decided to didn’t miss the stories.
spend her time writing instead
of cooking...
4 _ d. so mice came into the house.
Mrs. Newcomb read what she
had written to Mr. Newcomb in
the evenings...
e. so they let the Newcombs
5 > . .
stay in their house.
The Newcombs left food around...
6 _ f. so they fixed problems with
B the plumbing and electricity.

The Newcombs didn’t notice
the mice...

(Answers: 1 =, 2=e3=0a0,4=¢5=d,6=0b)
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