Teacher Guide Grades 5-6

A Long Way from Chicago
Richard Peck

—_
NOV!m ITS

NEW WAYS TO TEACH READING,
WRITING, & CRITICAL THINKING



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License °

— \ ———————
ecs ECS eBooks
\ ~  Download. Print. Teach.

Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com




A LONG WAY
FROM CHICAGO

by
Richard Peck

Teacher Guide

Written by
Elizabeth Klar

Note
The Dial Books for Young Readers (A member of Penguin Putnam,
Inc.) hardcover version of the book ©1998 by Richard Peck was used
to prepare this guide. The page references may differ in other editions.

Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age
level and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
with your class.

ISBN 978-1-60878-260-4

Publisher Information

For a complete catalog, contact—

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.
© 2012 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part of

Novel Units, Inc.
P.0O. Box 97

this product is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be translated, stored in a retrieval Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

system, or transmitted or shared in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc.
Reproduction of any part of this publication for multiple school terms, an entire school or for a
school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers, or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of Novel Units, Inc.

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:

ecslearningsystems.com

o 9SUBDIT J9S[) WOOUSSD|D-9|BUIG o $ONPOIY (SHUM [SAON B|GOPROJUMO(] o



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License °

Table of Contents

SUMMAIY...ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
About the Author ...............ccccccciiiii
Introductory Activities ...............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiinnnnn,
Vocabulary Activities................ccccciiiiiiiiiiinnin,

Chapter-by-Chapter..........ccccccovvviimiiiiinn.

Chapters contain: Vocabulary Words,
Discussion Questions and Activities,
Supplementary Activities

Post-reading Discussion Questions.....................
Post-reading Activities ...............ccccceeviiiiiiiininnnn,

ASSESSIMENT ..ot

Thinking
Identifying attributes,
compare/contrast, pros/cons,
brainstorming, research

Comprehension
Predicting, sequencing,
summarizing, cause and
effect, main idea

Vocabulary
Target words, context clues,
root/base, synonym,
antonym, word maps

Writing
Character journal, poem,
sensory writing, eulogy

Skills and Strategies

Listening/Speaking
Dramatizing, interviewing,
discussion, music, story-
telling

Literary Elements
Characterization, setting,
plot, development, humor,
idioms

Other

Social studies—maps,
research, science, math—
graphs, art—drawing and
design




* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License °

Discussion Questions

1. Why didn’t Mary Alice want to go back to Grandma'’s house? (Going to Grandma'’s house meant
another week away from her friends and she claimed she hadn't recovered from the last visit and
was still having nightmares.)

2. What happens to Grandma’s mailbox? (The Cowgill brot! 2rs blow it up.)

3. Why does Grandma tell Ernie Cowgill she does not« =a nilk.and cream delivered the next
morning, as she is taking her grandchildren to < hei isin: "She is setting a trap for the
Cowgill brothers.)

4. Why do you think Joey is afraid of v » Cowa roc ers?< answers will vary.)

Supplementary Activities

1. Music: Have each ¢ K. uac ts' te and then sing an origi® =, ju D rope song.
2. Critical Thinkina: b e th stuaents discuss the hombir_af € na. 2's mailbox. Why do you
think someor® w ld" == ner property? Do you thin® tw dc = for ajoke or for pure

meanns " Wh d¢  ou think Grandma knew exac. .w._ .h' j done the deed?
3. Resez h:Hav. e students research the W chaste sun Company. What year did they
ov. 1 e guns? In what state wa c.e1c_oon ocated? What types of guns were made at
the' :ginning and at the presentim_ " = t< .ious people or groups are known to have
. these firearms?
4. Listening/Writing: Ha: \a s ite a policeman to the cla o' “uy Hui un safety.
Students should then ¢ sign.a g .er that emphasizes gun sc ty.

The Mc ser th. N...xk—1930
Part 2/F es .7-35

Vocabulary
swayed (27) confider, (27 file (27) errit 1 (27)
scuffle (28) ctink (2 linolerm { & * anure-caked (29)
singed (29) v lest ?9) maw /9 paw (29)
depot (29) rag € beat (29) tam oL aes rafters (29)
dwell (30) pinned (31) ay g 1) clung (31)
tumbling (31) -quinting (31) bu = ry(51) pilfering £ 1)
reform (31) temptation (31) ‘able (31) glin (2
wickedly (31) spectacles (37, specialty (31) c L3,
whimpered (32) cor = (3. high-spirited (32) ol esi ,2)
smirk (32) unw lin 33, explanation (32? velled (33)
remarked (33) ranse (o capable (33 tnugs (33)
prey (33) shrar. (34) strc (31 squealed (34)
lamented (34) clattered (34) A4 e L R4, britches (35)
linger (35) bobbing (35)

Discussion Questions (continued from| *1,

5. Why do the Cowgill brothc “brc .
6. Why do you think the Cowgi. v the.

and try to steal Grandma's shotg

Graruma'’s house? (They want to steal her shotgun.)
slow up Grandma'’s mailbox, tip over Effie’s outhouse,
? (Answers will vary.)
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10.

What does Grandma do to catch the Cowgill boys in the act of stealing? (She tempts them with
the shotgun, waits for them to take the bait, then throws a cherry bomb at them.)

. Why do you think Effie acts so surprised to see Joey in the church? (Answers will vary.)
. What does Grandma mean when she says, “Oh, they wandered into the wrong house all right,

and they’d already blowed up the wrong mailbox”? (Grendma was not going to let the brothers
get away with vandalism and stealing.)

Why do you think Grandma puts a mouse in h¢” iilkc ~ blai 2s it on the Cowgill boys?
(Answers will vary.)

Supplementary Activities

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Discussion: Have the studer = di uss eir answers to the following: Compare today’s
household conveni ¢ »~ti se’ TGrandma Dowdel’s 1930s"

Critical Thinkina: K e ti stu cnts make a Venn diagra=.th. shc s the similarities and
differences be“.v¢ 2 C +1° - and Grandma Dowu cl's I int =i L town in lllinois.

ity -.If8/—\ Grandma Dowdel’s

Writing: Have st:den’ wi. .a, = jraph that begins:«ith “fc w. »r rase: I'd rather live
in the city n¢ /b« in. me  Grandma Dowdel’s housabec use .

Discussion:' ive ti cla. uiscuss the following ques or Do« think Grandma Dowdel|
received “just. “ w' :n Mr. Cowgill “whalec the' ="' ut his four sons? Why or whx=not:
Writing: Have swuuenc think about the' «hie inci. it in the chapter about “The! 1o _c in
the Milk.” Have them write about the evc . the share their comments with<.. =la
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Decision-Making Grid

Directions: Use this decision-making grid to assess other ways Grandma Dowdel might have helped

Mrs. Wilcox after she loses her home.

CHOICES

CRITERIA

- T
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