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Skills and Strategies

Vocabulary

Thinking
Research, pros/cons,
compare/contrast, analysis,
critical thinking, creative
thinking, brainstorming,
predicting

Comprehension
Cause/effect, decision-
making processes

Literary Elements
Characterization, simile,
metaphor, plot development,
setting, theme, irony,
allusion, genre, universality

Writing
Poetry, characterization,
essay, speeches, songs,
brochures, resumes, journal
entries, thank-you notes

Literary Elements

Across the Curriculum

Definitions, context clues,
parts of speech,
pronunciation, antonyms,
sentences, illustrations,
application

Setting, conflict, simile,
metaphor, characterization,
point of view, irony, writing
style, theme
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Character Analysis Blocks

Directions: Select a character from the book to describe using the blocks below.

What is unusual o
important about the
character?

hat does the
character do?

does the charact

e book’s time and place
to the character?

Do you know ai
similar to
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peep when his name is called; His parents are actually in the center of the gym, and though they
are not the loudest, his sister Polly gives him the wildest cheer of all. Answers will vary.
pp. 158-160)

6. Prediction: Zinkoff is sad to leave elementary school. How will he enjoy middle school?

Supplementary Activities

1. Writing: Add to your simile/metaphor chart. Exar pic ¢ mi.  —*“Like stones, he drops
each sound...” (p. 149); “white hair...like a~uff"  cottc. ' (p.'153); “flute yips like a
pinched sister” (p. 155) Metaphor= upe¢ nt: de: ‘s har .: warm paw (p. 160)

2. Drama: Zinkoff exhibits very gocs" m« ne w icn he visits the old lady’s house. In groups,
act out two skits: one describi® 2 Ii v t© act appropriately in a social setting and one
showing how not to" £/ he m ituation.

Chapters 2" -.5,( o .61-186

Zinkoff oy he! imuner after graduating fram 1t. y school, only to enter the daunting

M nr¢ M. dlc ool There he sees his f rmeanneic’ jor, Andrew, again, but Andrew—

“L 2w s’ Do popular to hang out-mu 1w inkoff. And so Zinkoff si7"5 to a state lower
loser: he becomes a nobodv. L¢ »rt tycar during a snow blizzard - 21 ars adults

ta. g about a little girl whq' s 1aissi. =i Willow Street. He knav 5. is Cla ja. Through the

cold, dark, and tk> dap'_, Zix  off :arches long into the nic'»*fo. is . ‘le mriend.

- Discussion Questi »

) ‘ca_b 'y 1. What is ironic au :t hc : Polly responds when she loses at
frolic Monopoly (W'en ““off was young like Polly, [ - was alsa
' conte o . Saaply Jlay games and cared noth'= for oy titen.

trouncing (162)
veers (165)
interfere (165)
tarpaper (170) . M Cly times, an author will® rite bou :n experience that
skirmishes (17: many readers cat relate t . e n t. ugh they are not the m
ricochets (173) character. What is” n1 = 1 ab —at the author’s descrip* .. of
petrified (175) Zinkoff’s first .ys Mo oe Middle School? (Answer. . vary.
sprawls (181) Suggestic== wwtt. ~rur. wer by older kids, tripping ( 1d_ i =7 ungs
notion (184) va cr¢ ded haliy, seeing old friends™ he 2 v dif rent from
v mow, Wi sup to see if you get pickea ple on..cam, efc.

h “-163)

Nov i ke'Cllies about competition, wre posai. whi " always
.t play with him never ca o7f 0 2l < 162)

3. By the winter, Zinkoff “vanit es” into “nobodyness.. 3u’ 2ven (he .gh others rarely notice
him at school, the author says, “Like everyone els¢ hc < ¢ stac Of his own life” (p. 169).
What does the author mean by this statement? U you -ree or disagree with him? Why or
why not? (Answers will vary. Suggestior A f so. ‘s ¢ vays aware of what he or she is doing.
Each person is self-observant even i ugh e« she 1ay not always notice what others are doing.)

4. What motivates Zinkoff to Ic. = fc « = 1ia? What does this say about his character?
(Answers will vary. Suggestion: Ci. 1 is s friend, and he knows how little she is. He also
remembers when Polly was little ana. _ccided to run away. And he remembers how Polly reached up
to him rather than their father when she finally decided to quit running away. Also, he is convinced
he will be the one to find Claudia even though there are many others looking for her. Later we learn
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that Zinkoff does not want Claudia’s mother to end up like the Waiting Man, waiting for her little
girl to come home. Zinkoff is kind and self-sacrificing. He is also not the kind of person to give up
on any task easily. inference)

5. The author states, “a kid runs to be found and jumps to be caught” (p. 185). What does he
mean? Explain why you agree or disagree with him. (Answers will vary. Suggestion: Kids don’t
really want to be alone. They trust the people who love themfo find them when they are lost and
catch them when they jump into trouble. It is when they o, someone is willing to find and catch
them that they know for certain they are loved. infel * _e)

6. Prediction: Will Zinkoff survive the ~old<ag  a. ! will* ymeone find Claudia?

Supplementary Activities

1. Writing: Add to your. = ‘mu 'plf . cnart. Examples: Similes = “inkoff’s marching is]
like bumper cars” (p. 1 7); © ‘nc .andred block.. lit up = a” rm 1" (p. 173); “Zinkoff
ricochets like a 7 117 * 3) Metaphors—snc .plol : ta « (; 172); spinning lights: a

fallen spacaship (. 1 )

2. Writing/ bliep.xing: Zinkoff has an adv. 2+ d¢ ng the blizzard. Write a speech
dé cri. ag .dventure you have had® nat has to .o with the weather. If you cannot think
oi 1 a venture, make one up. Pr¢ nuv a1 peech to the class.

Chapters 27-79, pv. 16 2 3

Zinkoff becarns d ric s 'ay 1e looks for Claudiasana«vei uali pacses out in an alley. When he

wakes up  1eis. he aet ais parents’ bed. He f@ 5o C. 7 a was found early in the
evening, a1 th¢ ear .1 party he saw late intenthe ‘ght' as actually looking for kim. His
neighbors a1+ atives soon hear that he I <’ n 1 .id, and when they find [ ut-shy/te was

lost for so loi.g, they seem to see hin' ix new v y. In the end, Zin"off— . o1iuer + dObo ly—
gets picked to play football.

‘sc . sion Questions
1. dow does the auvrora1se di crev  cype of writing to desci’
Zinkoff’s lasthour” in 2 nov iooking for Claudia? W', id
he choose to ite" is sc lon this way? (The writing i «.cshe
way Zinks s ¢ ukin_ He is not thinking clearly/ na. en
liriou  Therea.  can better relate to® g’ “nk 15| ing
.. w¢h' =2 e of the way the author wrc_ th. 9ai. _; the story.
re  swill vary. pp. 190-196)

Vocabulai

dislodged (188)
harness (189)
hoarse (200)
trekking (206)
balmy (211)

2. As the story progresses, how are readers able to t© ' who 1. of night it is? (The author gives
clues, such as when people turn off all of-the li«™ win' eir ._uses. Also, the snow begins to get
very icy, which often happens late in-the' igh ‘ong fte ‘he warmth of the sun has disappeared.
Answers will vary. p. 190)

3. Why do Zinkoff’s mother ana’ n 6. s other visitors give him a half-sad sort of smile
after they discover he was out 16 1g tor Claudia? (Answers will vary. Suggestion: They are sad
Zinkoff didn’t know to come home sirce the little girl was found so quickly. They are also admiring
Zinkoff’s courage and kindness to look so long for a lost little girl. pp. 199, 205)
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