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Activity #3 • Vocabulary
Introduction–Chapter 3, pp. 1–53
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precinct (1) martial arts (5) racism (8) valor (8) 
exploited (11) philosophy (12) clemency (16) Caucasian (18)
invincible (24) plantations (29) self-determination (32) reform school (33)
fugitive (39) caliber (40) elites (45) caustic (46) 
affluent (51) rackets (51)

Directions: Match each vocabulary word with the word or phrase closest in meaning.

____ 1. precinct a. autonomy

____ 2. martial arts b. quality

____ 3. racism c. unbeatable

____ 4. valor d. district

____ 5. exploited e. agricultural estates

____ 6. philosophy f. fraudulent schemes

____ 7. clemency g. white race

____ 8. Caucasian h. leaders

____ 9. invincible i. acts of self-defense

____ 10. plantations j. penal institution

____ 11. self-determination k. leniency

____ 12. reform school l. corrosive

____ 13. fugitive m. rich

____ 14. caliber n. oppressed

____ 15. elites o. escapee

____ 16. caustic p. bravery

____ 17. affluent q. prejudice

____ 18. rackets r. viewpoint

 

SAMPLE



Name ________________________________
Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary

Study Guide
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Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Use your answers in
class discussions, for writing assignments, and to review for tests.

Introduction–Chapter 1, pp. 1–22
1. Whom do the police bring to the police station? What is his physical condition? 

What does this indicate?

2. Describe the Black Muslims and explain why they came to the police station. 

3. What did Malcolm X demand of the police officers? What effect did he and the Black 
Muslims have on Harlem?

4. Identify Malcolm Little’s father and mother. When was he born? 

5. Give at least three examples of racism in America following World War I. Why had 
African Americans expected better treatment? 

6. Who was Marcus Garvey? What did he believe to be the answer for African Americans?
What effect did he have on Earl Little?

7. What happened to the Littles’ home in Lansing, Michigan? 

8. What did the 13th Amendment to the United States Constitution do for enslaved
Africans?

9. What caused Earl Little’s death? What did his wife believe about his death? 

Chapter 2, pp. 23–41
1. How did Malcolm react to his father’s death?

2. What did the Little family do to survive? What effect did this and her grief have on 
Mrs. Little?

3. What did Malcolm do that made things worse for his mother? 

4. How did whites attempt to force blacks to remain second-class citizens?

5. What traumatic experiences had Malcolm witnessed by the time he was 13?

6. Explain what Malcolm experienced in a predominantly white school.

7. How did the teacher respond when Malcolm said he wanted to become a lawyer? 
How did this affect Malcolm? 

8. Who was Ella? What did she ask Malcolm to do?

9. Who was Shorty? How did he influence Malcolm?
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Activity #10 • Character Analysis
Use During and After Reading
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Character Chart

Directions: In the boxes across from each of the feelings, describe an incident or time in the
book when Malcolm, at different stages of his life, experienced that feeling. You may use
“not applicable” if you cannot find an example.

Malcolm Malcolm El Hajj Malik 
the Child the Teenager Malcolm X el Shabazz 

Frustration

Anger

Fear

Humiliation

Relief

Triumph
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Activity #11 • Comprehension
Use During and After Reading
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Where? Did what? When?

Who? How? Why?

The struggle to achieve equal rights for African Americans

1. __________________ 1. __________________ 1. ____________

1. __________________ 1. __________________ 1. __________________

2. __________________ 2. __________________ 2. __________________

2. __________________ 2. __________________ 2. _______________
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