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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Brainstorming, research,
inferences, drawing conclusions,
compare/contrast, predictions

Comprehension
Sequencing, summarizing,
cause/effect

Writing
Poetry, news article, essay, letter,
obituary, book review, summary

Listening/Speaking

Oral presentation, class discussion

Vocabulary
Definitions, parts of speech,
synonyms/antonyms

Literary Flements
Theme, figurative language, point
of view, setting, character analysis,
conflict, symbolism

Across the Curriculum
History—1960s Civil Rights
Movement, Children’s Crusade
of 1212, Valley Forge; Science—
buffaloes; Literature—legends/tall
tales; Health—allergic reactions;
Art—brochure, sketch, sculpture,
painting, diorama, map; Music—
polka; Sports—professional
baseball leagues; Community
Service—collections for homeless
shelter




Before the Story-Chapter 6

The narrator introduces the legend of Maniac Magee and then describes how 11-year-old Jeffrey
Lionel “Maniac” Magee arrived in Two Mills, Pennsylvania. Readers learn about Jeffrey’s first
encounter with Amanda Beale, who grudgingly lends him one of her beloved books. Jeffrey also
makes an appearance at the high-school athletic fields, impressing James “Hands” Down with his
football skills. Next, Jetfrey rescues Arnold Jones from the feared Finsterwald’s backyard, stunning
onlookers. Finally, Jeffrey partakes in a quick meal at the Mick rells’ house.

Discussio Que i« s
Vocabulary 1. What cc the<:ai r gather about Maniac Magee from the
. secti. ~t1 d .ore the Story”? (Answers will vary. Readers can
sprinkled . . . J . . .
& her at' aniac Magee is a legendes Xid who achieved incredible
monument . ] - . .
hi <<r.Two Mills. Though there &, m._ v stories about where
trestle ey . \ .
accurate fanwac came from andwhat< _ “d," s tr.accomplishment lies
. i the fact that kids froradi; ren. ide of town can now play
strict together peacefully==d ¢ afc. =k )
chorus !
b iy 2. What questians. ~ _ e Before the Story” section raise? Why
wWic do you tl alte 2247 Or introduces a character and his story
v.oan byvret. »ncuig. vents without complete! ™ escribing them?
varsity ‘A. wer v vary. Readers may wonder w 16, tor references
commotion Fins.  aud, the band shell, or a ¢’ 1p < strina’ vithcut explaining
hoisted Fw these people, places, anving. <la. *o the main character and
paralyzad ’ story. The author is ¢.catininte st the main character by leaving
cir® s “blank spaces” 1. 2= 1. st v F aders must continue reading to
. R S find the answers . ‘heir «estions.)
3. How du 27 ¢y Magee’s aunt and uncl¢ 22" wer iy do you think Jeffrey r’ asay -om
them? (~unt Dot and Uncle Dan ¢ nc love ea 1 other but refuse te'divors .. 2y wivic - the r home
and live completely separate I: s. " C o1 v tning they share is their nathe <Lascers will vary, but

it is likely that Jeff===unt wa, bec.. . he is tired of feeliz= spr — ctw m . cople. Perhaps he
also feels that tk r ha. 4 ec. ~other has become more ir" orte * the him.)

4. Whatdoyou tl. kJel ey does during “The i 'st&har ' W v au you think he stays in
Two Mills? (Answe. e iry.)

5. What can you observe about Amanda Reaic rom. er interaction with Jeffrey® . wa ‘ai
passionate about books, as evidenced I the colr. © n she carries to and roresch. _ver day. She

is tough and street-smart, as .« vest. s ¢ rey’s intentions and presen on. s o town. She
is friendly, as evidenced by hei pe  SS wiu honesty with Jeffrey, a ' »sh. as st met. Lastly,
Amanda is intelligent and seric . abcuat school, as eviderxed b="h¢ = es. quick thinking, and

concern about being late.)

6. Which characters are introduced as the narrator 1 tes fre, s three other appearances
on his first day in Two Mills? (The reai ris/ o “uce to biwan Denehy, a high-school football
quarterback; James “Hands” Downg hig -sc. ol [« tha.u receiver; Finsterwald, a man feared
by children in the West End; A=ola . s, @ ch. " .10 gets lowered into Finsterwald’s yard; and
Mrs. Valerie Pickwell and her lai_ fc a1,
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Why are the high-school boys amazed when Jeffrey pulls Arnold Jones from Finsterwald’s
backyard? (No kid in Two Mills purposely enters Finsterwald'’s property, yet Jeffrey enters
Finsterwald’s backyard casually and emerges carrying Arnold Jones. The high-school boys likely
view Jeffrey’s actions as selfless and brave.)

How is Jeffrey different from other Two Mills residents? (Jeffrey can do impressive things, such
as running on the train rail and catching and punting a footl1ll using only one hand. Townspeople
also note that he is extraordinarily friendly. Amanda pei “ve. that'ie is an honest and determined
boy by the way he doggedly asks her for a book and< ~ misc_  retui 1 it. Most notably, Jeffrey does
not seem to recognize the racial division.in Tve" “lls.

Who are the Pickwells? Why does Jei. wy g« ar  kriowleuged at their dinner table? (The
Pickwells are a large family that live. a1. W £nd of Two Mills. The family members are
accustomed to having extra heop. at. :d.v .er table since they “wera™ “ways helping out
somebody” [p. 21]. Cor. <, . ¥ nwang her “small nation,” M. Pic_ vell either doesn’t notice
or chooses not to cexvmer. 2 extra child, likely ceccludic - at' s« riend of one of her
children. The chi rer ach_<..clude that one of their si"lin. mu_ kr._w the stranger.)

. Predictic¢ : tiow iV effrey survive in Two M .17
J

Su ple er ary Activities

Literary Devices: Create 3 ti < fi, rative language used in #* nc ., @i oles:
Similes—“the soles of bc 1 sneakc L...flopping open like dog o>ny =s* [ .9); “The book
came flappir. | lik¢ a wour o7 duck...” (p. 13); “/=nold ,c s’s ceti ...chattering like snare
drums” .18, “ho.co 1im out of there likesa sac™ o1 ‘oui (p.19); “...he took off like a

horl 'y frc a vat . (p.19); Metaphors—- .nc DG ' nands: big mitts (p. 14);
Finste vald| jac.yard: a graveyard (p. 1< »Ar. 1d Ju es: a mouse (p. 18)

Writing  .agine that you are goin=to . 'aruac one of your own boaks * hi  book
you would lend Maniac. Then, i’ a- _ie-Z27 .vo-page persuasive ssay cor ine2? aniac that
he should read the book vou “hc¢ »fo him.

o
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Vocabulary Mobile

Directions: Working in groups of five, choose at least five words from the vocabulary lists in this
guide, and make a triangle for each. Cut a nine-inch square out of white construction paper. Fold
the paper in half diagonally (from corner to corner). Unfold the paper. Fold the paper in half
again (Figure A). Then, cut one line from the outer corner to{ he center of the paper (Figure B).
Slide one cut piece on top of the other to form a triang:i’ sk pe »“sembling a pyramid, but
without a base (Figure C). Glue the pieces together. C  one. , wr te a vocabulary word,

its definition, a synonym, and an antonvm (if<_, ‘ca. »). On nother side, write a sentence
using the vocabulary word. On the third" de, urn p1 cure" s illustrate the vocabulary word.
All groups should combine their triang »s <« d1 =< ‘nem in the classroom as a mobile.

F
1-Fold in half r _4 7] Cut from corner to center
. T
diagonally. s, o in-direction of arrow.
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Story Map

Setting #1 Characters

Setting #2

\
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