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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Inferences, analyzing, drawing
conclusions, predictions,
brainstorming

Comprehension
Compare/contrast,
summarizing, cause/effect,
supporting judgments

Literary Elements

Character analysis, metaphors/
similes, theme, point of view,
genre, author’s purpose

Vocabulary
Definitions, application,
context clues, prefixes/suffixes

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, presentation, skit,
related viewing

Writing
Journal entry, newspaper
advertisement, acrostic, haiku,
book sequel, script, newspaper
review

Across the Curriculum
Literature—other animal
literature; Art—comic strip,
movie poster, brochure, book
cover, postage stamp, flipbook;
Research—breed study, leash
laws, obedience school, puppy
mills; Science—lightning strikes,
gastric dilatation-volvulus;
Music—soundtrack
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The Perfect Dog-Master and Beast

The narrator remembers his dog Shaun from his childhood. As an adult, he travels with his wife,
Jenny, to a house in the country where a breeder is selling Labrador retriever puppies. The couple
chooses a spirited little puppy whom they get at a discount. Three weeks later, the narrator
returns to pick up Marley, who has grown considerably. Marley’s first night at home is rough,
and he ends up sleeping contentedly in his master’s bedroom-instead of his intended sleeping
area—the garage. The narrator and his wife spend the nexfe - months observing and marveling
at Marley’s various quirks.

Discussior Qu/ _ti© -
Vocabulary 1. Whylo u{ in<.ne narrator’s father thinks he should get a
i op, ‘ha snottimid? (The narrator’s father knows his son is an
temperament i N L , ;
) ac_ e, ', »wing boy. He knows his sad .« s a constant companion,
affectionate ; I .

) 9 L. Jdog his son chooses will'=ave'  be'  ung, agile, and able to
commotion ith i X B W 1d :
queasiness eep I;Jp with its 0}4/113. Alsol i fec ur uppy could mature into a

sneaky or aggressive do,
console yorass S
temno 2. Describe Shaun' A7 is haun’s nickname, and how did he get
i des ac it? (Shaun' s infelnyen’ and obedient. He quickly masters commands
< ib and is. us. .o tay alone in the house. He £atiently endures road
mo. pned tr., an_ eve T ling harnessed to a bicycl¢ Hiswsttex’ perfect
oblong wisp ity vand behavior earn him fF - cki.wrne Sati t Shaun.”)
| agile F ow is foreshadowing use< " ».“y = P. ‘ect Dog” and “And
- ruppy Makes Three, an¢ wh, (C  gan states that Saint Shaun,

1

a seemingly perfc «log ‘se. ‘e andard by which [he] would judge
all ov. =dog. o c. e’ [p. 4]. As the story jump. the . rrator’s adulthood in “And Puppy Makes
Three," Cle ance Dog” not only passes [ e scare’. hut also seems a bit boister’ us. When the
Grogans._.ully get a glimpse of a ¢z . Sc . Boy, the father of the litter«"wev'. ¢ he, may
be in for trouble. These instances ¢ fai_shai. " ing alert the reader t¢ cxcit. ¢« .l b rous cvents
to come and build anticipation

4. ForwhomisM ley. m¢ a. why? How does Marley' rov him f worthy of his nar »?
(Marley is name. fter s b Murley, who is John cd Jenny = fo_ oritc  gae musician. Marley pre
that he is a worth, = a’e after his tail beats cx-a. 2 rhy m on John Grogan’s steex""_whe
during the car ride home. John proclaims Ma.— a * ¢gac_13.”)

5. Describe Marley’s first night home. ¥ .. "do Mai.ey have difficulty getting 152 .o .. iew
surroundings? (Marley’s intc  d slec mg ¢ arwais are a blanket-lined . ¥ .. he -0g s’ garage.
However, as soon as he is left| ‘or. Ma. vhimpers and cries. Aftexre-¢_ erirana 1eaving the
garage several times to test Ma ~ jc : eventually brings Marley’( oov<atc is vedroom. Marley’s
difficulty during this first night ‘ems from his unfamilia. v w h sc.uc . For his entire life Marley
has been surrounded by his mother, father, brothers, an’ si. 2 . “hé Cluden transition to solitude
has upset and confused him.)

6. How does Jenny react to Marley once ' e i hor 7" hat new side of Jenny’s personality
does John discover during this tis (). my i aediately enamored with Marley and faithfully
plays with, feeds, and trains hi. 2ve /. = She jusses over Marley as if he is a baby and even wakes
up several times a night to take hi. < tsia  John discovers Jenny’s gentle, motherly side during the
couple’s first few weeks with Marley.,

7. Why does Jenny begin calling Marley “Mr. Wiggles,” and what is “the Marley Mambo”?
(Marley’s tail seems to have a life of its own, almost as if it is one big muscle. Marley’s wiggling
motions become his trademark as his tail clears coffee tables and knocks down various objects
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around the house. When Marley grabs an object in his mouth, he begins quivering, bobbing, and
swinging various parts of his body all at the same time. The Grogans call this ritual dance “the
Marley Mambo.”)

8. What new game does John teach Marley on the beach? Why does the game make John
hopeful while Jenny is doubtful? (John teaches Marley a new version of “fetch.” When Marley
retrieves a stick, John tempts Marley with a second stick. As lsng as Marley drops the first stick, John
will throw the second stick for Marley to chase. John tea<” s i ‘arlexsthat “you’ve got to give to get”
[p- 26]. Marley’s ability to eventually learn the rules:  che . e anc be obedient make John hopeful.

Jenny is doubtful because Marley is still.carryi=_ “is * <ize stic " in nis mouth on the walk home,
which could be indicative of possessiver s ¢ .d/<. ill; "ness.

9. Prediction: What other new trick wil. 4a learn?

Supplementary Activities

1. Figurative Langy .z« "Jsi =+ ¢ Metaphors and Sit .Jes [ warc n | ge 21 of this guide, begin
listing figur=tive l<1g age that you see in the book: dc¢ o t! : chart as you read. Examples:
Similes— [Marle = as like the canine versic'. 0or.a 5. "Kky  (pp. 18-19); “[Marley] stared at
thao. ko if ¥ were a starving man sta g« .o 0. bread” (p. 22); Metaphor—shoelaces:
d ger 1s cuemies (p. 8)

2. Breco otudy: Research Labrador otri erd 7.id answer the following/ uest*onsabout this
log breed: a) Why are La" -acor . it C’rs such popular familv /- ? b, w}) 't pl ysical
characteristics do La'=aa ret” eveis have? ¢) What special sk s a Lac.ador retrievers
possess? (Nowc: Al caala U begin your reseal. 1 m’ nt >t Wcp site for the American
Kenn~’ N a atip://y vw.akc.org/breeds/l¢ radC \re ‘eve ' [active at time of publication].)

3. Pupp_ “rep. :tic : On a separate sheet of napy . me »a list of “The Top Ten Things to
Consic :Bs sre Adopting a Puppy.” Tk - list.shc 7. go in order, with #1 bei’ g tne mest
importa. - and #10 being the leas”_ 'nc_.uinr You may use informatio=au ¢ 2a.ued
from the book, your persona' ex =7'Cp<cel, Ur Internet research.

A Battle of Wills- >~ i=»al Round

When Marley is almost six months old, the G- ans' 1roli .im in obedience classes an. ¢
promptly embarrassed as Marley makes a e« the rst day. John attempts t¢ ra: M.
himself, and the pair makes pros= =s. H¢ ‘evera M. .cy cannot seem to' ay 't ¢ rot Jle,
destroying the garage when a th. 1 stc. ¢ ghtens him and almost es. nir.  thc Siogans’ car

through a passenger window. Jol. < = ‘bes the things Marley eat’ mom . anges to bath towels
to used Kleenex. By the time Mar v is two years old, the® »up’ hc v« young sons, Patrick and
Conor, to look after. One day, afte. Marley destroys yet anc ¢ »iee’ . rurniture, Jenny orders

John to get rid of Marley. After some intensive trainin_  om: »Hhi., Marley passes obedience
school, and John breaks Marley of his last 'ad b _. -jt_pin, on people. Soon Jenny forgives
Marley for his misbehavior.

Discussion Questions

1. How does Marley demonstrate h. °ed tor training during the first obedience class? (Marley
leaps out of the car and bolts for the other dogs, sniffing, dribbling, and drooling all the way. He
runs away from John and Jenny during class, chases his tail, entangles Jenny’s legs, jumps on her,
and wrestles with his leash. He is easily the worst-behaved dog in the class.)
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Metaphors and Similes

A metaphor is a comparison between two unlike objects. For example, “he was a human
tree.” A simile is a comparison between two unlike objects that uses the words like or as. For
example, “the color of her eyes was like the cloudless sky.”

Directions: Complete the chart below by listing met
as the page numbers on which they are found. Id

with an ”S.” Translate the comparisons.in yo n
compared. \

‘Id s . ving Compared

imiles from the novel, as well
with an “M” and similes
d then list the objects being

Translation:

Translation:
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Venn Diagram

Dogs of Boca Raton
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