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Activity Sheet

mystery movies

something is stolen

need a detective

someone is missing

hard to solve

Sherlock Holmes

look for clues

Mystery
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Pages 16-25
Vocabulary

detective wicked
gobbled exclaimed
swarm assigned

Discussion Questions and Activities
1. Discuss what police do. Use a web activity. The teacher will write the class suggestions on a

large sheet of paper which will be displayed.

2. Why won’t Detective McSmogg be much help to the children?

3. There are clues on pages 18-19. Where do you think Miss Nelson is? Why would Miss Nelson’s
shades be down?

4. Why was Miss Swamp near Miss Nelson’s house?

5. Did the kids from Miss Nelson’s class find the clues? Prove your answer.

6. Why doesn’t it seem likely that Miss Nelson was gobbled up by a shark? Were there any clues
to this?

7. What is Mars? Where is it? Could Miss Nelson get there? Is there anything on Mars? Show
students a map or model of the solar system. Discuss satellites. There are no people on Mars
and nobody has ever been there. Mars is 35,000,000 miles from Earth. How long do you think
it would take to fly to Mars?

8. Could butterflies carry a car away? Where else should the class search for Miss Nelson?

Pages 26-32
Vocabulary

discourage certainly

Discussion Questions and Activities
1. Why were the kids discouraged?

2. Were the footsteps in the hall the witch? Who had the sweet voice?

3. How do the students feel? Prove it. (pp. 28-29)

4. Do the students know what happened to Miss Nelson?

5. What are the clues on pages 30-31 that a detective would use to find out what happened to
Miss Nelson? Which clues are visual?

6. Why did the author include page 32? Do you know what happened to Miss Viola Swamp?

7. Complete the Mystery Story Map on page 9. Include all of the clues from the story.
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School House Game

Cut out the vocabulary words from pages 23 and 24 and place face down on the table. Take turns
drawing a vocabulary word. When a child draws a word and pronounces it correctly, he/she may move
ahead one space. If he/she can give the meaning of the word, the child may move ahead two
additional spaces. The first child to reach the finish square is the winner.

Start

Finish

P.S. 32
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