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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Thematic Analysis

Directions: Choose a theme from the book to be the focus of your word map. Complete a
web and then answer the question in each starred box.

What is the author’s
main message?

What did you learn
from the book?� �

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Pages 45-58
Steve’s journal entry reflects on his hatred and fear of jail. The prosecution presents more
incriminating testimony.

Vocabulary
drawl (50)               pertinent (55) silhouetted (57)

Discussion Questions
1. Characterize Bolden by noting the crimes he has committed. Discuss the impact of his

testimony. Ask students to analyze how they would feel if he were testifying either for or
against them. (He has been arrested for breaking and entering, possession of drugs with intent to
sell, and assault. He says that Bobo Evans sold him cigarettes and told him he got them during a
drugstore robbery. pp. 47-49, 52-55)

2. Examine the purposes of the flashbacks on pages 49-51 and page 58. (establishes
acquaintance of King and Steve and alludes to robbing a drugstore; reveals facts about Steve’s
home life, including a clean, neatly furnished house and a good relationship with his younger
brother, Jerry; shows Steve as a person outside of the courtroom.)

Supplementary Activities
1. Place Bolden’s statement, “I just wanted to do the right thing. You know, like a good citizen.”

on the board. Analyze the irony of his statement as it compares with his actions. Have
students complete the statement, “Being a good citizen means...”

2. Ask for a student volunteer to sketch the courtroom scene.

Pages 59-88
More details about the murder scene unfold. Steve expresses feelings of “nothingness” in jail.
Testimony continues to incriminate Steve.

Vocabulary
affidavit (66) pans (67) grotesque (68) pessimist (73) 
lethal (73) grimaces (73) perpetrator (74) proposition (85) 
juvenile (86) civil (88)

Discussion Questions
1. Examine Steve’s “loss of identity” while in jail. (taking away shoelaces and belt, feelings of

separation from real self in courtroom and of being one of many in jail, feeling that everyone looks
the same, feeling of being less than human, dreams where no one hears or answers him all make
him feel that he is nothing. pp. 59-64)
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2. Analyze Steve’s flashback of his interrogation by Detectives Karyl and Williams. (Karyl accuses
Steve of the murder; Steve denies any part in the robbery. The conversation between the two
detectives, as they discuss the death penalty, is designed to manipulate Steve into a confession.
Steve, filled with fear, imagines himself on death row as they prepare him for a lethal injection.
pp. 71-73)

3. Discuss the rationale of the older prisoner when Steve proclaims his innocence. (He believes 
Steve is guilty, but even if he is innocent, somebody has to do some time in prison to pay for the
crime. pp. 76-77)

4. Discuss why O’Brien says the trial could be going better and what she believes they must do.
(Nothing is happening to prove Steve’s innocence. She thinks half the jurors believed he was guilty
when they first saw him because he is young, Black, and on trial. They must show that the
prosecutor is not lying but is mistaken. pp. 78-79)

5. Contrast Steve’s flashback of Osvaldo Cruz with Cruz’s appearance in court. Discuss the
impact of Cruz’s testimony. (Flashback: Cruz acts tough and taunts Steve; Freddy advises Steve
to leave him alone because he hangs out with “bad dudes.” Courtroom: speaks softly and timidly;
says he went along with plans for the robbery because he was afraid of Bobo, James King, and
Steve Harmon. pp. 80-87)

Supplementary Activities
1. Place the maxim “innocent until proven guilty” on the board. Discuss whether or not

students think this is true. 

2. Read the cliché, “If you run with dogs, you’ll get fleas.” Have students associate this with
Steve’s predicament. 

3. Have a student draw a caricature of Cruz based on his description on page 80.

Pages 89-113
Steve is tormented by thoughts of a prison term, his home, and Mr. Nesbitt’s death. Osvaldo Cruz
testifies against Bobo and Steve. O’Brien’s cross-examination discredits Cruz. Steve’s visit with his
father provides the emotional ending for this section.

Vocabulary 
judicial (97) apprehended (102) ruffled (107) hexagon (110) 
cope (111)

Discussion Questions
1. Analyze Steve’s journal entry. (Steve is discouraged because O’Brien feels the case is not going

well. Hearing the prisoners discuss their crimes and jail sentences causes him to reflect on the
possibility of his own jail term. The guards’ taunts torment him, and the death photos of Nesbitt
haunt him. Fear overshadows all other images. pp. 89-98)
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