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for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
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only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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4. How did Ralph lose his nerve and have the accident?  (Page 26, The phone rang and he
forgot to drag his heels to stop the motorcycle; Ralph fell into the wastebasket.)

5. Begin charting how Ralph learned to cope with fear.  (See Activity Sheet on the following
page.)

Prediction:
How will Ralph get out of the basket?  List the class responses on the bulletin board.

Writing Activity:
If you were Ralph, what would you do?  How would you feel?  Write a few thoughts that
might be going through Ralph’s head.  Share your ideas with a classmate.

Chapter 3: “Trapped!”—Pages 28-34
Vocabulary:

intact  29 incinerator  29 remorseful  29 venturing  31
bruised  32 zwieback  33 predicament  33 exhausted  34

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Begin attribute webs—lists of characteristics—for Ralph and Kevin.  (See pages 14-15 of

this guide.)

2. What happened to Uncle Victor?  (Page 29, He landed in a wastebasket and was dumped in
the incinerator.)

3. How did Ralph try to get out of the basket?  (Page 32, He tried to leap up the sides of the
basket and tried to lift the apple core up to the seat of the motorcycle and then climb out.)

4. If you were facing a certain death, like Ralph, would you eat a good meal and go to sleep?
Why or why not?  Was Ralph wise to do this?

Prediction:
The author gives certain clues as to what might happen at the end of the chapter.  What
character probably holds the key to Ralph’s survival?  (the maid)

12 © Novel Units, Inc.
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Activity Sheet

A major theme of the story is how Ralph learned to cope with fear.  Have students graph the
degree of Ralph’s fear after each chapter in the story.

Not at All Learning to Trying to
Chapter Afraid Be Brave Be Brave Afraid Terrified

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
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Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. How was Ralph’s family reunion like your family’s?  Compare using a T-diagram.

Ralph’s Family Reunion My Family Reunion

Who attended:

Purpose:

Food:

Fun:

Remarks of Relatives:

2. What does the expression, “as quiet as mice” mean? (page 91) Where do you think this
expression came from? What other words could you substitute for mice?

3. What present did Keith bring Ralph?  (page 92, a crash helmet) Why was this a good
present?

4. What did Keith say that hurt Ralph?  (Page 94, “I guess I should have known you weren’t old
enough to be trusted with a motorcycle.”) Has anyone ever said something like that to you?

5. Ralph made a decision to ride in the daytime.  Certain consequences resulted from his
broken promise.  Ralph made a series of bad decisions.  List these bad decisions.  Make a
list of alternatives for Ralph.

6. Why was the decision to tell Keith the truth the smartest thing Ralph did?  What does this
say about his character?  What can we add to his attribute web?

Prediction:
Will the motorcycle be recovered?  How?

Writing Activity:
Both Ralph and Keith have lost a prized possession in the motorcycle.  Describe a precious
possession you’ve lost to someone who has never seen it.  Explain why it was special to you.

© Novel Units, Inc. 21
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Drama Activity:
With a classmate, act out the scene where Ralph told Keith the truth about the missing
motorcycle.

Chapter 9: “Ralph Takes Command”—Pages 95-105
Vocabulary:

envied  96 entitled  99 pandemonium  99 agitated  100
exterminator  101 assured  102

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. How was Ralph like Keith?  (Page 98, He didn’t use his head. He was in too much of a hurry.

He didn’t want to take time to do things properly.  He wanted to be grown-up.) Make a Venn
diagram comparing Keith and Ralph.

2. Why didn’t Keith stay mad at Ralph?  (Pages 97-98, Because he got into messes too.)  What
does this say about Keith’s character?  What words can we add to his attribute web?

3. How did Ralph cause the war on mice?  (pages 100-101) The teacher develops the
sequence of events with the class and then what caused each effect.  The class will work
out codes for “cause” and for “effect.”  (See the following page.)

Events to list:
a) Ralph rode the motorcycle in the daytime.
b) Ralph rode into the sheets.
c) Ralph chewed his way out of the sheets.
d) Ralph made holes in the sheets.
e) The housekeeper declared war on the mice.
f) The mice decided they had to flee.
g) Ralph took command.

Ralph KeithBoth

do not use their
heads

too much of a hurry
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Characters

main
main

minor
minor

Setting Conflict

Author’s style and tonePossible Themes
(general statements

the book makes
about life)

Genre

• Character vs. character
• Character vs. nature
• Character vs. society
• Character vs. himself

Point of view

The Mouse and 
the Motorcycle

Favorite

Pictures
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Setting (Place& Time)
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