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4. How did Ralph lose his nerve and have the accident? (Page 26, The phone rang and he
forgot to drag his heels to stop the motorcycle; Ralph fell into the wastebasket.)

5. Begin charting how Ralph learned to cope with fea. /S e Acivity Sheet on the following
page.)

Prediction:
How will Ralph get out of the basket: ‘ist e iss responses on the bulletin board.

Writing Activity:

If you were Ralph, w'.. vo. 1v udo? How would® ouf 27 Vr aiew thoughts that
might be goina-throudn alpa’s head. Share youride .w " a lassmate.

Chra s Trapped!”’—Pages 26 34

Vc ab. v
intact 29 incinara r . remorseful 29 ve 1
bruised 32 Z 1eback predicament 37 ‘hanet.d 314

Discussion £ ~<tic <« . A livities:
1. Begi attric. ‘e =k -usts of characteristicc or" lp. =7 d Kevin. (See pages 14-15 of
this g le.)

2. What happened to Uncle Victor (» ge. 29 e landed in a wa 2bas et »d was Jumoed in
the incinerator.)

3. How did Ralph y to »t« 7 or the basket? (Page 37, . .tric 'taicap up the sides of th
basket and triea . \lift. e apple core up to the seat >t t e r. torcycle and then climb out )

4. If you were facing a certain death, like Rai 2, w ild you eat a good meal =~.c ~c sl :p?
Why or why not? Was Ralpk.wise  do thi.

Prediction:
The author gives certain clues as o what might happer 2tttk : e~ he chapter. What
character probably holds the key to Ralph’s survival? ¢¢he x
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Activity Sheet

A major theme of the story is how Ralph learned to co

fear. Have students graph the
degree of Ralph’s fear after each chapter in the sto q

Not at All

Chapter Afraid Afraid Terrified
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Discussion Questions and Activities:

1. How was Ralph’s family reunion like your family’s? Compare using a T-diagram.
Ralph’s Family Reui. 2 My Family Reunion
Who attended:
Purpose:
Food:
Fron-
R ke ©P atives:
2. What does the exprassic  “a’ quict as mice” mean? (nage 1)\ a&rc do you think this
expression came | 27 ‘A other words coult youl ub: tu. for mice?
3. Whau resei dic Keith bring Ralph? (paae - ac shrielmet) Why was this a good
presen
4. What did Keith say that hurtRa 0" 224y 94, “I guess | shoulu hav. kiown<, =4 weren't old
enough to be trust="wit" ar_ to. = _.") Has anyonesver ~ds me i like that to you?
5. Ralph made a ¢ cisiol o riue in the daytima®, Certa ) ¢ »seq, -nces resulted from his
broken promise.” »'* ~ade a series of 'had «"xcic 7. L Cthese bad decisions. /.. 2 a
list of alternatives for Ralph.
6. Why was the decision to t€  2ith | e trth e smartest thing Re 2 4?70 /hz does this
say about his character? W ac nv. ud to his attribute wek?
Prediction:

Will the motorcycle be recovered? How?

Writing Activity:

Both Ralph and Keith have lost aoriz = »c¢ ses. »» ) the motorcycle. Describe a precious
possession you’ve lost to someor. wi >« never seen it. Explain why it was special to you.
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Drama Activity:
With a classmate, act out the scene where Ralph told Keith the truth about the missing
motorcycle.

Chapter 9: “Ralph Takes Comma. d”~ Pages 95-105

Vocabulary:
envied 96 entitled 97 n-1.demonium 99 agitated 100
exterminator 101 _ assure.  1C

Discussion Questions o=d ~ ivit s:

1. How was Ralph® ke ~iti. “(i’age 98, He didn’t use-ais’ 2aa. e .as in too much of a hurry.
He didn’t = .. > ta” ak'. ‘me to do things proper's»He a1 .o be grown-up.) Make a Venn
diacram | mg riryg Keith and Ralph.

\/\

Ralph ~ ’Both\ &
/

do not use the: \
head-

\

too mus'oota oy /

\ T~ -
_— \—_——__ —

2. Why didn't Keit" .. om 'av alpn? (Pages 97-98, Bccau: e g inw inesses too.) What
does this say al ut K h'. “aracter? What words ¢'n'" = a 1*ouiis attribute web?

3. How did Ralph cau.c thic war on mice? © »age. '0v 1) The teacher develops t e
sequence of events with the class and.ttic. wha -aused each effect. The #7u. o w we «
out codes for “cause” and fer “effe’ " (Se. " 2 tollowing page:

Events to list:

a) Ralph rode the motorcycl n the daytime.
b) Ralph rode into the sheets.

¢) Ralph chewed his way out of the sheets.

d) Ralph made holes in the sheets.

e) The housekeeper declared wa: at. > n_ .
f)  The mice decided they hi to

g) Ralph took command.
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