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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Act I, Scene III
Jealous Don John (whose treason has been forgiven by his brother) plots with his followers Borachio
and Conrade to make life difficult for Don Pedro. Borachio provides the ammunition when he informs
Don John that he overheard Don Pedro tell his right-hand man, Claudio, that he would obtain Hero
for Claudio.

Vocabulary
humor (17) frame (24) canker (25) carriage (27) 
intelligence (42) forward (54) entertained (56) sad (58) 
sure (66) prove (70) 

Discussion Questions
1. Why is Don John so bitter? (He is jealous of his half-brother.) Do you agree with his sentiment 

that you cannot hide what you are—“I must be sad when I have cause...”?

2. If you were Don John’s friend, how would you respond to his morose attitude? What does 
Conrade suggest? (Don John should pretend to be civil to his brother and then take revenge 
when the time is ripe.) Is that good advice?

3. How does Borachio offer to help Don John? (After telling him of the intended marriage, 
Borachio agrees to help Don John “cross” his brother.) Do you think Conrade is as loyal as he 
says (“To the death, my lord”, line 67)? How did he obtain his information? Where else in 
this play and other Shakespearean plays have you seen conversations overheard from behind 
curtains, within closets, etc.?

4. PREDICTION: What plot will Don John and his two buddies hatch?

Writing Activity
You were assigned to be Don John’s probation officer after his trouble with his brother. Now you are
worried about his attitude. Come up with a list of steps you plan to take to help see that he stays out
of trouble.

Act II, Scene I
Leonato advises Hero to accept the proposal he thinks is forthcoming from the prince. Beatrice, Hero’s
cousin and a confirmed bachelorette, counters his advice by suggesting that Hero take her time and
consider carefully. A masked Don Pedro enters and draws Hero aside. Meanwhile, a masked Antonio
jests with one of Hero’s maids, Ursula, and a masked Benedick turns from teasing another maid,
Margaret, to taunt Beatrice. He tells her of gossip he has heard maligning her and she, assuming that
Benedick started the gossip, shares some nasty things she has heard about Benedick. Pretending to
mistake Claudio for Benedick, Don John tries to start trouble by telling “Benedick” that Don Pedro is
wooing Hero for himself and asking “Benedick” to dissuade him for her, as she is not his equal. Naive
Claudio falls for the trap briefly—“Friendship is constant in all other things/Save in the office and
affairs of love...Farewell therefore Hero!”—and Benedick confirms Claudio’s fears—“the Prince hath
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Graphic Organizers—Attribute Web

Directions: Select a character from the book to tell about using the blocks below.

What is unusual or
important about the

character?

How does the character
change in the story?

Does the character remind
you of another character

from another book? Who?

Why is the character’s
name well chosen?

What is the nature of this
character’s actions?

(reactive, active, important,
consequential, secondary)

What did the
character do?

Who is the character?

Why did s/he do it?

What is the significance of
the book’s time and place

to the character?

Do you know anyone
similar to this character?

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets




