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Name

My Antonia

Study Questions
Use During Reading

Directions: On separate paper, write a brief answer to each study question as you read the
novel at home or in class. Use the questions for review before group discussions and before
your final test. Starred questions have no “right” or “wrong” answers.

* = thought or opinion question
** = prediction

Book I, pages 27-53

** 10.
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. Who do the author and Jim Burden discuss on the train and what is the result?

. Where are |im and Jake going at the beginning of the story?

. How is Nebraska different from Virginia? How does lim feel?

. What words could you use to describe Jim’s grandmother and grandfatiher?

. How were the Shimerdas at a disadvantage when it came to financial:dealings in their

new country?

. What strikes Jim most about Antonia’s appearance?
. What does Jim notice about Mr. Shimefrda?
. How does Antonia manage to commuriicate with Jim, even though she knows no

English?
Why do you think Grandmother chooses not to harm the bull-snakes and badger?
What sort of relationship will develop between Antonia and Jim?

Book I, pages 54-80

1. Why is Mr. Shimerda so happy to have riade the acquaintance of Peter and Pavel?
How are Petet and Pavel different and alike?
2. What pictures temain in your mind after you read Chapter 5?7 Have you ever had a
neighbor as jolly, entertaining, and generous as Peter?
3. How.is-Antonia feeling as she plays with the grasshopper and tells Jim about the old
worman in Bohemia?
4./ What does lim later realize about the snake? Do you think he ever told Antonia?
5. How does the coming of winter change the landscape?
6. To what adventurers does Jim compare his family in the winter?
7. Why is Jim so fond of Otto?
* 8. What do you think is meant by “The old man’s smile...was so full of sadness, of pity for
things, that | never afterward forgot it” (p. 62)?
** 9. Jim is warm and well-fed at the Burden home. How is the Shimerda family faring this
winter?
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My Antonia
Name Activity #6 ¢ Vocabulary
pages 213-286

Directions: Choose the word from the list which matches the clues given. Make your own clue
balloons for the remaining words.

When he passes, remove your hat.
He’s not a peasant, but an

I'm tired of your ho-hum attitude.
Keep your clichés and your

absurd, you might call 1t ths | Niobraa f you {fied o form a union
four-syllable word: enfeeb!ed in a nori-uinion shop, you
reveiation might be
moribund
aristocrat
selzure
menial
chivalry
latitudes
gx);?:nsatigodnenly need no t[))lacklisted If it's not the wide Missouri
You may ha:/e it incongruous i:EjIOOk? somewha;;c thg same
irrelevant you're somewhere in
. Nebraska
tarried
veneration
Could be its name.

It is known that Julius Caesar
Was very prone to
But the thing that caused his end
Was the treachery of friends.
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My Antonia
Name Activity #11 e Critical Thinking
Use After Book Four

Directions: At the end of Book One, Antonia told Jim she thought life would be easy for him,
but hard for the Shimerdas. Was she right? Listed below are some people who have affected
Antonia’s life since her arrival in America. Fill in the graphic, indicating how each person has
changed Antonia’s life and how Antonia deals with each change.

Actions Affecting Antonia Antonia’s Reaction
Mr. Shimerda > ra—

Actions Affecting Antonia Antonia’s Reaction

Ambrosch >
Actions Affecting Antonia Antonia’s Reaction

Wick Cutter P
Actions Affecting Antonia Antonia’s Reaction

Larty Donovan |- >

Choose either (a) the character you believe had the most positive effect or (b) the most

negative effect on Antonia. On the back of this paper, write a paragraph explaining why you
chose this character. Cite specific examples.
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