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Using Predictions

We all make predictions as we read—little guesses about what will happen next, how the
conflict will be resolved, which details given by the aut'"»r v ill ba important to the plot,
which details will help to fill in our sense of a chara’ . St. nts thould be encouraged to
predict, to make sensible guesses. As sti:dent« .. -k « pred) tions, these discussion questions
can be used to guide them: What are sc e ui’ e vays to predict? What is the process of a
sophisticated reader’s thinking and pi dic_ag *'nat clues does an author give us to help us
in making our predictions? Whv a.so = . 2dictions more likely tk=» others?

A predicting chart is famstu anty o record their predictions . ea st sequent chapter is

discussed, you can [ vic arn._ correct previous predict’on. Thi orccedure serves to focus on
predictions ar’ s re’ =v e stories.
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5. How was Sam like his father? How was he different? (pages 5-12, 20-22) Begin an
attribute web for the father and son and note similarities and differences on a Venn
diagram. (See Venn diagram below and pages 12-1 of this guide.)
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4. How did you feel when you read the section where Tim was being shot at?

5. Why would anyone go to the executions? (Page 207, Somebody had to claim the body.)
If Sam was your brother, would you have want2? t¢ watch him die? How would
witnessing such an event affect a 14-year-c” ' Loy

Epilogue—Pages 209-216

Vocabulary:
commemorate 27 Jo.nination 211

Discussion Questions< 1 A ‘vit 5:
1. What does "pil> e\ \ean? (a short poem, spe: *h ' sec dn ut the end of any literary

work)

2.0 Wi ti Jrreaction to the stater ient. “Buts hmehow, even fifty years later, | keep
hir .ing that there might have »ec..ar ther way, besides war, #=iachieve the same
end”? Could the United St »s I v€ oecome a nation without! ~«= ¢ tionary War?

3. My Brother Sare="»De 4w 5 written in 1974. Why is tha. latc mportant? (This book
was writterat. 5 g co e Vietnam War wi.ch ¢ use. 1 ¢ at deal of controversy. Many
r e lie od theidshould have been a. »the. va, o s .ve the problems.)

Supplemer ry | tivities:
1. Wric . Suppose Sam wroteailet. . is ramily before he was evec - 'a . the
students write the letter.

2. Writing: He: 2 s der  wie a different, happ cr¢ ung ru.cnovel.

Post-reading \ 1es ons

1. This novel does not have chapter titl Wi titic that will help the reader r 2
good predictions and encourage" '™ « rea. :he chapters.

2. Summarize the story by . “in¢ .cc age of key characters, pi ure_or_.ools, and
important words.

3. Divide the class into sma groups. Have them di. us and de.de what they feel is the
authors’ purpose in writing this novel. Have¢™ - m 25t their opinions to the class,
and compare and discuss as a class thes" “oL grot s’ answers.

4. What other stories about wa  2et “hi. ov | remind you of? How are they alike? How
are they different? Are ti._au ¢ = acifists (against war)? Are they saying that war is
ugly, but necessary?
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Sociogram

t the base of the arrow has

ples from the text to justify your
rﬁrence during discussion.

On each arrow write the feeling or feelings that the perso
toward the person to whom the arrow is pointing. Fi
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