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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Chapters 3 and 4:  “I Find Gribley’s Farm” and “I Find Many Useful
Plants” — Pages 20-28
Vocabulary:

strode  20 lolled  21 ravines  22 warbler  25
mussels  26

Predicting (Before you read the chapters):
How would you go about finding Gribley’s farm? How would a boy from New York City do it?
Record your ideas so that you can check them after you’ve read the chapters.

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. What is Sam’s first investigative tool for finding the Gribley farm?  (He asks people on the

streets of Delhi.) Why isn’t it successful?  (unlucky, not scientific)

2. How does Miss Turner figure in Sam’s search for the Gribley farm?  (She finds Gribley’s farm
in an old book of Delaware County.)

3. What is easier for Sam to follow than the old roads?  (streams) Why?  (They are natural
and don’t change as much as roads.)

4. How does Sam describe the first fire?  (pages 23-24) Have you ever figured something out
and it seemed like magic?  (Answers vary.)

5. How do Sam’s preparations for his adventure help him in dealing with hunger?  (Reading
a manual on edibles and non-edibles in a forest tells Sam what to eat.)

Supplementary Activities:
1. Start a chart of the plants and animals Sam encounters.  Identify each with either a picture
or a written description.  List also how Sam uses the plant.

Plant Name What It Is How Sam Uses It

2. Start a story map to summarize the story so far.  Keep filling in the story map as you
continue reading.  (See pages 14-15 of this guide.)
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Survival Chart

Needs How Sam Provides Them

Food

Water

Warmth

Shelter

Love

Companionship

Mental Stimulation
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Literature Circles in the Novel Units® Approach
Literature circles are small groups of three to five students who meet to share their thoughts
about books. Students individually read their books initially. Then either in journals or within
class discussion, students are, at specified times in their reading, asked to reflect on what
they’ve read. Various tools can be used to record their reflections. A reading response journal
and bookmarks (see below and next page) are two possibilities. Students then meet in their
literature circles to respond to their peers in discussion.

The bookmarks are provided to students so they can mark particular parts of their books to
share and write ideas and questions to ponder on the bookmarks. Possible bookmarks include
these:

Setting Simile
Plot Change Figurative Language
Minor Character Beginning of the Story
Protagonist Something Surprising
Memorable Statement Book’s Resolution
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