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Skills and Strategies

Vocabulary
Context, definitions, word maps

Comprehension
Drawing conclusions, main idea,
predicting, identifying attributes,
sequencing

Critical Thinking
Making inferences, research,
brainstorming, questioning,
forming opinions, cause/effect,
compare/contrast, problem
solving, analysis, persuasion,
classifying

Literary Elements
Dialogue, characterization,
conflict, foreshadowing, author’s
purpose, story map

Writing
Paragraph, letter, creative
writing, report, journal, haiku

Listening/Speaking
Oral presentation, discussion,
interview, drama

Across the Curriculum
Social Studies—nonverbal
communication, map study,
cultural study, history, grassroots
movements, civil disobedience;
Art—collage, poster; Math—
graphing; Science—the human
brain




Language Lab-Control Center

In Mr. Burton'’s class, the students communicate only by writing notes to each other. Dave
challenges Lynsey to a personal contest, saying that the winner gets to draw a big “L” on the
loser’s forehead with a permanent marker. After school, the fifth graders all face challenges at
their after-school activities and at home. They learn to stay alert and use creative methods in
order to limit talking. Meanwhile, at school, Mrs. Hiatt holds.a conference with the teachers.
Each teacher expresses a different viewpoint about the natall ng competition and gives his/her
opinion about whether it should continue. Mrs. Hiat*'t o1, « to . solve the issue in the best
way possible.

Discussian' ue/ io!.

Vocabulary 1. " hat ssip ment does Mr. Burton give to the last class of the
. de 2 (0 :swdents have to write al’«¢ 1. ' long, and they must
instant . .

on.. anicate with at least fov==the. eop )
snarly
motion ~“What is the result of 3+ E -tor  as_.gnment? Would you like
tilted an assignment sim='ar . thi *% hy or why not? (The students
polite agree and disagr¢ o=t 1. uy things, and they find it much more
7 aln difficult t¢" 1«0 so winor  talking. They think writing slows you down
i ocel and pi via a1 ess give-and-take. Answers will vary.)
ale.s 2 Wi te mentdoes Dave add to thaco. a_ ersonal
.plenty. chai " ze to Lynsey? What mot’ *«tc¢ i t< do it? (The winner
inventive c 1draw a big “L” on the les's fc. hea  with a permanent marker.
atford Answers will vary. Susvesti 1: L sey rags about how the girls are
Ealgy\ach going to win the' «es an._ Da _ wants to prove her wrong.)
ffcl-uA 4. What do ba7"»Da » anc Lynsey agree on regardi==the no-
talking c¢ ~== “ioi wWhy is their agreement ¢ " an’

(Th' /v 1 ind< e contest interestin and ¢ .jo, ‘he crit: al th inking
it requires. Answers will vary.< 1¢¢  .ong Dave and Lynsey have« lot<» cc .01 buc the boy-girl
rivalry at Laketon""“wen. =y S 00, _.kes it difficult for ¢ :m. cco, ize = wow this. They
could both bene]  fror. eir fii s.)

5. What happens . ‘wee Dave and his mom a. .i01" 2? | esC e ave’s mom's reaction to .«
silence after she Icc 5 ¢ Jut the contests Vhy o yc  hink she reacts this way? (I ve. in
the bathroom when his mom comes home. S alls 't to .um, and he does not answ=x. & g0¢
upstairs and knocks on the bathroom d< _i, Sut' e coes not answer. When he c¢ 1es out ¢, ¢
bathroom, he still does not ta Yave' worn ‘hinns he is sick and wani. o .. 2 h_ te ae doctor.
So Dave finally writes her a n. 2. xp.. .uings. After she learns akout' 2 cc ‘est, she says
“Don’t be silly. Everybody has arp. 87]. Answers will varv. [ 1gaastio. Dave’s mom worries
about his silence because Dave Xes to talk. She thinks tr. cor st . idi ilous because she also likes
to talk.)

6. Describe some of the fifth graders’ experienar =vit. “no" 'king” outside of school. (Answers
will vary. Suggestions: In karate class. Ky pel rm. 1is. oves without a sound. The instructor is
frustrated until he learns about the' ‘es. Du._ ¢ ute practice, Ellen responds to her teacher’s
questions with taps. Her teache. <ce ts = ana the lesson progresses smoothly. Brian has to get a
haircut after school. The barber is. « ¢ a  .rible job, but Brian cannot tell him that. His haircut
turns out to be a disaster, but Brian v ks it was worth it not to talk.)
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. What is Lynsey discovering about being quiet all of the time? What does this tell you about

Lynsey? (When the no-talking competition first began, Lynsey felt as though she might explode, just
as Dave suggested. She begins to realize that she did talk too much—and about nothing, really.
Lynsey enjoys being quiet because it allows her to think more. Answers will vary. Suggestion: While
Lynsey enjoys a challenge, especially if it means the girls will triumph over the boys, she also
acknowledges when she is wrong. Lynsey is smart and humble, even if she refuses to admit it to
others.)

. What objection does Mrs. Marlow express about’ ' ¢ nu king competition? Mrs. Escobar?

Mrs. Akers? Which teachers enjoy the cont=™ “ W ch ot | eir objections do you find the
most reasonable, if any? (Mrs. Marlo, ‘eel ‘th< ute is a_ .straction and a bother, Mrs. Escobar
feels students are playing a game instraa <w, it 5, and Mrs. Akers is frustrated because she cannot
teach songs when limited to thre wo. . N Burton and Mrs. Henley enioy the contest. Answers will
vary, but students will', ob= v a_ 2e 1 it Mrs. AKers’s objections =< .c_ onable since music class
requires singing [talking,

. What does Mrs/ tia dec (o do about the no-taiing om_ti. on? What reasons lead to

"

her decisic = Do/ ou ree or disagree with MraoHic 's* < .on? (Mrs. Hiatt will call an
assembly  ad te' . students that they must st ' tl===or_ st immediately. Mrs. Hiatt believes that
th ry. g o need to learn balance and se-conrol: "hey should be quiet when it is appropriate,
w._ cour ontest rules guiding them. A= we. .\ Vuiy.)

Prediction: How will the fi¢th ¢ de. reacc to Mrs. Hiatt’s decisian?

Supplementary A-tiv =
1. Art:7 .ing “ho thewred “stereotype” or “¢ «in. hav. n.’ design a collage that illustrates

the . anin, inc¢ mplications of the word. 1. may :se illustrations, text, or pictures cut out
of am. azi’ . or newspaper.

. Critical ininking: Think of a typ’ car ay tor< ou. Make a list of¢ n sit’ ac s whe e it would

be difficult for you to remai’ sil. .. C mpare your list withbevour" las “ate’. As a group,
discuss and eval== all 2 si atic ., considering whe yor  sulc 1o 7 lad of talking.
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Character Analysis Pyramid

Directions: Think about how the author describes Dave Packer in the novel. Complete the
chart below, citing evidence from the story as you fill in information.

In the pyramid’s top level, draw
a symbol to represent the character.

Name of Chara

ppearance
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The Faculty Reacts

Directions: For each character listed below, describe how that person reacts to the no-talking
competition on Day One and Day Two. In the fourth column, write why you think that
character’s attitude did or did not change.

Character

Day One

Mrs. Hiatt

Mrs. Marlow

Mrs. Akers

Reason for Change
(if any)

Mrs. Henley

Mrs. Escobar

Mr. Burton

WooussD|)-9|BuIg o JONPOI] ESHUM [SAON 9|qPPPOJUMO( «

18

o 9SUBD,

All rights reserved

© Novel Units, Inc.

\S}

7



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License ©

Using Dialogue

Directions: Analyze the dialogue between Dave and Mrs. Hiatt following Mrs. Hiatt’s angry
outburst in the cafeteria. Fill in the chart to evaluate the purpose of the dialogue and whether
or not it is effective in moving along the plot.

How is the plot advanced
with these words?

Extra Credit—extra bits
of dialogue | remember

from my outside
reading

What doe¢ he e e
S

) a%{‘\ rs [ heaking? &6
S
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