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3. Why did Poseidon stir up a storm? (He was still angry with Odysseus about
Polyphémus.) How did the storm affect Odysseus? (He nearly drowns in the stormy
sea.)

4. How did the nymph, Ino, help Odysseus survive? (She gave him a magic shawl
which he was to throw aside once he made it to sh¢ e.)

5. Does this part of the story remind you of anv.< ‘1. s orie. vou know?

Research

Tithénus is mentioned in the Book’s ¢ eni® 3| », page 95. Find the most famous
version of the myth in which the ¢ da s ¢."the dawn wins him the gift of immortality
but forgets to ensure?” hat" 2 ri cer, -ows older. (See Tennysen'. rem “Tithénus.”)

Literary Analysic 1. mu¢ '« pithet

A Homeric:"»itne . is 0 adjectival phrase so often »pu ‘*ec .n connection with a
person ol hina.ti. it almost becomes a pa’ otthe ame, like “stout Hermes”
(p7ye M. = _students make a list 0" ouner cpit’ ats they find in the Odyssey.

Nriu..g Activity

/rite an alternative endir’ yior ti =" Cok. What do you thinky.C 'd nave hapoened if
Odysseus hada’t teeoid ¢ ay ! 1e shawl the nympoh had ~ive  hir. °

Book ‘I, F ge 113-127

Vocabulary
domineering inG. en immaculats ade’ ceu
astute "co felicity o<
plenitude ir. 2 ously insolent

Discussion Questi. .

1. Who was Nausicaa? (daughter of Alci". is, k g o1 Phaeacia) Why did skiitec =t
go to the riverbank? (Athena plé® weu th. ““»ain her mind tha* she shc l«"wash e
family’s clothes, especia or o 2w dding finery.)

2. Who woke up Odysseus. ‘N icau and the girls playing ="van shc fing) Why
did they run off when he ppeared? (He was na'"'d ard | 11 “brine.) Why did
they come back? (Athena gave Nausicaa courace, °n <shesa_sured her maids.)

3. Why did Nausicaa trust Odysseus? (He explai’ 1t a _od had cast him into a
stormy sea.) How did his appearare ct'.. 27" le buched himself, applied the oil
the girls gave him, and was e2han_>d| ap ‘atunce by Athena.) What line reveals
that Nausicaa wouldn’t k= ve 1« ‘e  ha. " Odysseus for a husband? (“Would that
my husband were a man Ii. K n" hage 124)
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4. How did Odysseus find the town? (He followed Nausicaa’s wagon on foot.) Why
didn’t he sit with Nausicaa? (She told him she didn’t want the townfolk to talk.)
What instructions did she give about how to approach her parents? (She advised
Odysseus to go to her mother and ask for help.)

5. Did anything in Book VI make you smile or laugh?

Research
Who are the Graces mentioned on| ge/ 15 ‘gc desse who personify grace and
beauty)

Writing Activity

You are Nausicaa. Writ.  de rig on of Odysseus in you=ariv_ e J. :rnal. What does he
look like? How ¢y fe 2" but him? What plar_. do/ >u" wve or the next day?

Baok “h, 7 ges 129-142

/ocauvulary
prodigious " iughty revered trie’
azurite « 1S’ amate edifice venerable
propitiaus “ernpest

Discu. ‘on( les..ons

1. Why ‘i< thena wrap Odysseus in| =" 2 (. _didn’t want anyone to[ 1s:'0r.
accos. him.)

2. What did Odysseus ask # 3te r? a1 crew to take him kame D¢ Lu *link she

found himra" = oi fo.  suuiger who had just “orr ot :ac .. Have she and
her husbanc igrec tc # =nim what he wants? (Tt v a_ =e.t. give him a crew
and ship.)

3. Did Odysseus v e ¢ and Alcinous? 2eitt h o = 1t how he met their daugh® :r—
and about his past? (Yes—he told the . abo. Calypso, the storm, and = tir
Nausicaa on the beach.) Did the’ uust 1 27 (1hey seem to.) \What abc tie
Phaeacians, in general? )

4. AlcinoUs said, “l would t at. . a..ian so worthy, might«Je be ay son-in-
law” (page 141). Why d¢ ou uiink this father caasid re -l ranger good
marriage material? (In pai. due to Athena’s influe. :e Ydys==" appeared and
sounded worthy.) Do you think Odysseus wii’ =~ : te  dtc .'to stay and marry
Nausicaa? Do you think Alcinots vl pr7s. we™ dyss_us?

\S}
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Language Study

1. Make a list of your favorite “Homeric similes” from the Odyssey.

2. Make a list of common words or expressions that have their origins in the names of
Greek gods or goddesses or other characters found in the Odyssey. (for example
hermetically-Hermes; a mentor, teacher—-Mentor; ta talize-Tantalus) A helpful
resource for this project: Dictionary of Word Or i Y Jos' »h T. Shipley.

3. Find another translation such as the one by i hmo.  Latt more. Compare a
parallel passage in both translati 1s.} ni .dc rou r fer—and why?

Drama
Choose your favorite scenc ror. the Jdyssey, create some si=inle costumes/props,
and stage a “tablec " (v *h' =t i, frozen in place). Phot¢ ap group tableaux and
create a bulletn'hoe ' di Hlay. (Some sceneshat vioe w. kv il include: Book
VI—Odysseu av en u vy the shouts of the g'''s; 2ok —Jdysseus meets various
charac’ srs'in | 2diil; Book XIX—the washisgrof « dyso 0y feet.)

1.7 lusi ate one of the weapons ¢ ati Ui ecw described in the poem, such as
Cuysseus’ bow or his and F' elc =20 ve-tree bed.

. Create a mobile of ite’ s iron "+ Odyssey (e.g., Ino’s shay i, aeres” nroud, the
stake usedto bl itk Tyi Ops, the bag of winds, #%2.). L sci e wne significance of
each item.7hi. = Hor.c oy writing a one-purag’. ph. p. 'n to be posted on the
v e the disn'a’, or by labeling eacti =om' 2« 2k ck.

3. Cr tea mu ! for each of the major<ta ctei and gods in the Odyssev._For
exai e Zeus’ symbol might be a’ nu=-er. " and Penelope’s might | ¢ ber loam.

4. Draw u political cartoon that< i1, ‘es'da p' allel between a cxorrent . atuiid e

Odyssey. For example, HZ me  .ike' nouern-day researchers v .th  “cidoi aicohol

abuse, points« the Hitfe s 0. inking too much

Design a mt  for  ui v, .te character (complete® ith' ‘ctu. ‘and saying).

As a group . iect, reate a story map/mi sal.that rac s Goysseus’ journey. (This

could be linea,, v 3, circular—no? aect -ari. ' ansposed on the geograph’_a:

route.) Caption and illustrate each ke; cidc t as odysseus makes his war=fre

Troy to Ithaca.

7. Imagine thatyouareai »lag t. [ :sign a brochure about' .. o >r uces
Odysseus visited. (Do so ‘e . =arc.. w0 find out about plas=nto ists an actually
visit, such as the caves in. ..ace. where Odysseus<uppase = 1 . treasure before
returning home.)

8. Show major events in the Odyssey on an illus® - ea  nc ne.

o

Music

Homer probably told the Odysse, ».th  a. »m animent of music. What sorts of
music/instruments did a typy ' C 2c ' rd o1 nis time play? Choose your five favorite
scenes and (a) locate recording. » mu. C like that which you think Homer might have
used to accompany these scenes < .J (b) find five pieces of contemporary music which
Homer might use today to capture the mood of these scenes.
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