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Directions: Use the following sentence-starters for free-writing in your literature response
journal. 

1. The idea that nothing happens by chance…

2. The expression “Don’t shoot the messenger…”

3. When we talk about the “Oedipal conflict” today…

4. Understanding yourself…

5. An adopted child who wants to know about his “real” parents…

6. Riddles…

7. Having a hot temper…

8. Making snap decisions…

9. Predicting the future and reading “signs…”

10. When a mother is torn between her husband and her child…

Oedipus the King
Activity #3: Actively Relating to the Text

Use Before Reading
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Directions: On separate paper, write a brief answer to each study question. Use your
completed study guide later in class discussion and to study for the quiz and test.

Pages 1-13
1. Why have the priests come to the altar at Thebes?

2. How did Oedipus once liberate Thebes?

3. Why is Creon away from Thebes when the story opens?

4. According to Creon, what does Apollo want done?

5. How was Laius killed?

6. Why wasn’t the death of the king fully investigated?

7. Who are the members of the chorus supposed to be?

8. Briefly summarize the prayer made by the first chorus (pages 11-13).

Prediction: Why will Oedipus grow angry with Creon?

Pages 14-27
9. What “reward” does Oedipus offer for information about the murderer?

10. What punishment does Oedipus threaten for withholding information about the
murderer?

11. Why has Oedipus sent for Tiresias?

12. Why didn’t Tiresias come immediately when Oedipus sent for him?

13. Why does Oedipus first grow angry with Tiresias (p. 21)?

14. Why does Tiresias grow angry with Oedipus? 

15. What accusation does Tiresias make against Oedipus?

16. Why does Oedipus grow angry with Creon?

Prediction: What will Oedipus say to Creon?

Pages 28-41
17. What prediction does Tiresias make?

18. How do the people feel about the accusations Tiresias and Oedipus are making (chorus,
pp. 31-32)?

19. What does Oedipus think that Creon is plotting?

Oedipus the King
Study Questions

Page 1
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Directions: (A) In small group talk about the relationships between the characters below.
Label each arrow with a brief description of the relationship.

Creon                                                                                       Jocasta

Tiresias                                                                                           Laius

(B) Write an essay analyzing one of the relationships you have discussed. How do the two get
along? What is the history of their relationship? What contributes to tensions between these
two? jealousy? revenge? pride? different principles? Does the nature of the relationship
change during the course of the play? 

(C) Laius is dead when the story begins, but we learn about him through characters’
comments in Oedipus the King. Compare and contrast Oedipus and Laius in class discussion.
How are they similar and how are they different? in temperament? in their relationship with
Jocasta? with the people they rule? with their offspring? in their motivations? Fill in the Venn
diagram, below.

Oedipus the King
Activity #9: Character Relationships

Use After Reading

Oedipus

Laius both Oedipus
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Directions: Many of the characters and events in Oedipus the King have modern-day
counterparts—in life, fiction, or art. In the chart below, briefly list and explain links between
themes in Oedipus the King and in the present-day world.

For instance, do you see a similarity between Sophocles’ Chorus and today’s media? Does the
tragedy of Oedipus—whose search for the “truth” of his birth ends on a dark note—remind
you of any recent movies you have seen or songs you have heard? (If you’re feeling creative,
draw a cartoon that captures the Oedipus-like nature of the present-day situation.)  

Oedipus Present-day Brief Explanation of
the King Situation the Similarity

“chorus”

adoptee’s search
for real parents

attempt to kill a
child to protect self

a “seer” who is 
disbelieved

a wife old enough to be
her husband’s mother

an incestuous situation

Oedipus the King
Activity #10: Critical/Creative Thinking

Use After Reading
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