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to stop Curley. He’s too terrified even to defend himself. When George finally shouts, “Get 'im,
Lennie... I said get him” [p. 63], Lennie reaches up and grabs Curley’s hand, crushing the bones. He
doesn’t let go until George slaps him in the face and screams at him to stop. Lennie is devastated,
saying “You tol” me to, George” and “I didn’t wanta hurt him” [p. 64]. Answers will vary, but
students should note that Lennie was well-bloodied before he fought back and may have never
touched Curley if it weren’t for George’s urgings. Lennie is a “gentle giant” who is capable of doing
much damage but prefers to live peacefully.)

11. What “deal” does Slim make with Curley? How <= you = »pocc Slim so easily convinces
Curley to lie about the incident? (To nrotect=™ wnic nd Gec ge, Siim convinces Curley to tell
anyone who asks that he hurt his hana a | .as". 2 o0. *he i’ .ch. Just as Slim expected, Curley
agrees to do so. Answers will vary. Slim k_ws aa  _urley fears shame and humiliation, and if
anyone knew that Lennie easily < ush. ' hi_ ana, Curley would be devastated. Curley is known
around the ranch for b g« "“oh. . ar his disdain for larger menis _. ‘ent. Slim plays off of
Curley’s insecurities in 6. ’r tc. on._ _e him to lie.)

12. Prediction: Hoy m: »t\ 7_y get revenge on Leripie?

Stople e ra. A Lvities

1 Ul ma azine clippings to create a° lla - 01 Hne of the following scer=from this section:
the 1ien waiting uncomfortably nt. bl .shouse with Candy, Geo! e+ ing "ennie and
Candy about the dream f i, Le. »i¢ ‘¢nding to the puppiesit . barn.

2. Complete thi Cau’ c/offec ©F it on page 22 of this gui _

3. Comr’ e ougnt. ubble activity on pa 2 23 ft sgu le.

Pages 66-107

Lennie visits Crooks, the blag™ stc 'e. = Crooks initiallysvan "er. ‘e les e his room, but
he soon realizes tha® k1. 2it ‘m/ »-minded and trustworto . oks'| ses the idea that Gecrge
might not come bac from: »>w. ad that Lennie will be 1¢ t « ne. =" .nie becomes both angi

and frightened, insis. otk ¢ George will alwavs com&  ~ci for. im. Lennie tells Crooks 2baut
the dream farm, but Ciooas wil’t convinced it «ha. nti.. . ndy arrives and they discus it .ore
Crooks is interested and acts pleasant until Ct.. /s w = comes into the barn. Cra". o1 *ag¢ in
becomes agitated and insists that 2veryo® - 1cave. "“© 1iext day, Lennie iz plaving +'.1 his puppy
in the barn when he accidentall  'sit. =qgr and frightened, he hasti. "o s =+ uppy with
hay just as Curley’s wife enters ti * L. » 5.0 sits and talks to Lennjerwver 1ali convincing him
to stroke her hair. Lennie musses’ . nc., and she gets anary and| 2=~ d: hat he let go. Lennie
covers her mouth so no one will I ar her yelling at him. /= h¢ Ties to ¢ ence her, he shakes her
so hard that he breaks her neck. Terrified, Lennie flees*l » £+ = nay finds Curley’s wife’s body
first and tells only George. When the other men i=nclu ng C :ley) discover the body, they form
a search party to find Lennie. George slips' vay 11 ‘ic ' and finds Lennie in their hiding place.
As George calms Lennie by talking ab. .t dr m ) :m, he shoots Lennie in the back of the
head. The other men arrive, and< 'v. 1. % ows u.e truth about what George did and why he
did it.
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Discussion Questions
Vocabulary 1. How does Crooks feel about Lennie’s intrusion? Do you believe
he is justified in feeling this way? (Crooks is frustrated by Lennie’s
accumulated .. . v .
. appearance in his room. Crooks tells Lennie that he has “no right to
liniment . ; ” . . \
. . come in [his] room” [p. 68]. He tries to explain the dynamics of the
disarming . A ;
apprehension ranch by telling Lennie, “I ain l_fwanted in the bunkhouse, and you
ain’t wanted in my room”:[p.. 8]. Crooks is an ill-treated outcast
scornful : .. . ,
among the other worke , « o fe. - that Lennie is invading his
crestfallen . - . | | .
sniveled privacy. However=<r¢_ s is ai.astoi.nded at Lennie’s casual and
skittered uncomyp hen' ng spc ces ted rooks’ comments. Crooks realizes
that Leny_is I' s and did not intrude on him purposely.
retorted . . R
. Leun. = cu. osi., und ignorance show that he isn’t prejudiced and
belligerently ) ¥ ’ . :
de 't ade.stand the concept of racic Answers will vary, but
monotonous

10, adents will agree that Crooks  ju. fied because he is treated

) poorly at the ranchs le pre cic > b #ft Cione.)

2. Analyze Croo¥s ¢y sauon with Lennie regardin, se e cing in town with the other

workers.[ hy do . suppose Crooks behave' thisw. ? (Crooks presents a hypothetical about
Ge' 5 oot ing from town. Lennie gre ine ou Ly rightened and agitated as Crooks

cc finu  to suggest that George may 22w = T U0ks seems to delight in upsetting Lennie and
ma. 7 im feel uncertain about 2or, ‘s lovals to him: Crooks “pressed . rward some kind of
vrivate victory” and his face<""“ai. w1 wleasure in his torture” [p-="1." . sl vary. Crooks
nas most likely never had (  opperti. _y to feel superior to anyori. ury = hiv:'" ‘time. When he
realizes that I wnie’ s sicow- “#< | he takes advantac: of th™ " nak. ss.” 0o0ks urges Lennie to
imagine-~'ife ¢ 'or.. ... ana despair, possibly to feelsas| oug  he Crooks] isn’t alone in his
hope snes. “tu. wmtd " ould discuss whether C, s 1. Zhe =< ghtly insane, as indicated by

his stcmen, abc ¢ being lonely to the poirta's. ness  d his admission that he has

halluciy ‘e )

. What does Crooks think about I' ar s d=2< a farm? How does ‘and s rolver :ntvith

the farm affect this? (Crooks' in.  ver e is wishing for some:ing< at' .. ni er nappen. He
claims men have thre 2h' 2t with the same drée._nt says ... _udy gets no land.
It’s just in their = ad” |, 7= Y ..en Candy adds that he ba.  plc_ for . aking money on the
rabbits, Crooks o onis s lim for taking part i Ler=ie’. foc. h a.-.m. Candy insists that th

dream is close to fr.. ", “"ling Crooks that-hev’” 1ayv. b sta ung money soon. Upon he v =
this, Crooks allows himself to hope that he = .t jo. ‘the . °n on the farm, offering tawc < ur
room and board. For a brief moment, Cx= »is_atim. ic about escaping his lonel lif* 0. p

the appearance of Curley’s wi™ “hattei Croelss”, crie.)

. What effect does Curley’s w_ > 1. = G _andy, Lennie, and Creas w_ »n . e enters the
barn? What is her response t  .ici. of them? What iswvourop e of© arley’s wife? (Candy
is upset that Curley’s wife has 1 “errupted their talk abouc_ e | eam rar: . He is angry that she is
always coming around and stirring up trouble for the 2»( ke .. ?vudmonishes Curley’s wife for
trying to entice the men and assures her that he_ iswis. ) her <hemes. Crooks sits quietly at first,
but he soon threatens Curley’s wife so shc will av. Le. e just stands and stares at Curley’s wife,
not sure how to react to her entranc.  2r, av. .mc e-up appearance, or the other men’s treatment
of her. Curley’s wife scoffs at C_dy' s. < 1g, u.eanately ignoring him to focus on Lennie. She
responds to Crooks with racial sl a 4 1. its of having him hung if he says anything to anyone.

Answers will vary. Some students me_ zel that Curley’s wife is a shameless flirt who delights in
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making the men uncomfortable and possibly even getting them into trouble by making Curley §
jealous. Other students may feel that Curley’s wife is miserable and lonely at the ranch and is i
simply looking for companionship, albeit with the wrong people and using the wrong approach.) 5
=
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10.

11.

o

13.

What does Lennie “discuss” with his aunt and the giant rabbit? What might this reveal about
Lennie? (Lennie starts assuring himself that he didn’t forget where George told him to hide. He hears
his aunt’s voice scolding him for getting into trouble again and reminding him that he is a burden on
George, who would do anything for him. Lennie also envisions a giant rabbit taunting him, “You
ain’t fit to lick the boots of no rabbit” [p. 102], essentially saying Lennie isn’t good enough to tend
the rabbits at the dream farm. The rabbit also says George will either abandon him or beat him.
Answers will vary. Both Lennie’s Aunt Clara and the giant ra bit represent his subconscious. Lennie
may actually realize how much George has sacrificed f «. ' ver?< 2 years, and he feels guilty for
this. He doesn’t feel as if he deserves George’s friends ), eve,. ougi. he craves it. He also fears that
he is too clumsy and ignorant to do an; 1ing’ se, ' b. 2ving.  stead that he should be punished for
his bad behavior.)

What do Lennie and George d“.cu. in" i1 .1ding place? Why do you think Lennie insists
that George scold hiri >t/ mis. hit ‘o a cave for killing Curlev = “fe? (Lennie asks George to
remind him how easy lij. vou. be  _hout Lennie. George does.so," a s uber monotone. Lennie
also asks George .. cat. 2 ry about their dream’_rm,[ na. coi_ once again obliges. Answers
will vary, but stuaerx’s ou.l note that Lennie is terrific ar. wai S to feel a sense of normalcy. By
reenacting amilia. o versations with George, Le* e cai orse. ubout what he’s done and pretend
thes wry. ‘ng'  alnight. Lennie finds comf=*ir. .. 's vords, and he knows that any change in
G rge  den.canor is a sign of trouble

WlioLoes George do to Lennit s I, rea*« the story about their dr’ 1m farm? Why do you
‘hink he does this, and he .= oy uf._ 'about his decision? (As®  w..Cia 2s u1d becomes lost
in the story of the farre. G e $'"o0.. Lennie in the back of the he 1w, » € son’s gun. Answers
will vary. Disc .3si¢. shala George’s love for I wnie/ 15 sis ace _iat Lennie never be
mistrea’ his' lings of 2sponsibility for Lenn2’s wi '-b.1g, « d ras determination that Curley
and' > othe vo. s ..o find and harm Lennie.  qile lli. 7 cnnie is technically murder, students
shoulc. ‘iscus  Gec.ge’s motivations. Teacha ™ sho. 1 mc. for this discussion closelyva=s opposing
beliefs ¢ 1« .ues are likely to surface am. == Her.

Analyze Slim’s attempts at comf ti= o Ga e after the men cor cup n! _ania’« sody.
“Never you mind...A guvgo o . me mes...You hadda. G¢ ree. »w. rvye  hadda” (p. 107).
(Answers will var™ . =tu. ats oula note that Slim know, ex. v wr_ < Geuige has done, as well
as his reasons fc loing )

Supplementary Activities

1.
2.

Write a eulogy for Lennie.

Complete the Qualities of a. 'c. hact. * un page 24 of this guide.
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Cause/Effect Chart

Directions: In the boxes below, explain the effects of George discussing the dream farm in front
of Candy.

o®

Georg

CAUSE i

2

N
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