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as well as in the coal mining, railroad, and textile industries. The stock market crash of
October, 1929, though not a fundamental cause of the Depression, certainly marked the
beginning of this most traumatic economic period of modern times.

In 1930 and 1931, the decade opened with unparalleled giowth in the panhandles of
Oklahoma and Texas. Nation’s Business magazine labe!C th  pa~handles of Texas and
Oklahoma as the most prosperous region in the coc  ry, .. ontrcst to the soup lines of the
eastern states. After a phenomenal crop'n 1€ o vhe f farr :rs bought tractors (with hefty
payments) and began plowing and plan. g vw'e. asnevel before. Damage to the grasslands
was extensive. A bumper wheat crop. . 1. 1" “ve the price down—many farmers went
broke and others abande ed.theii ‘elc Th_'three record drought< rs of 1934-1936 made
matters worse. Rains, blizz 1s, rr. " Jes, and floods increased « > a astation to the land.

Section-by-Se ¢ »
‘ocal ‘ary, Discussion Cue<ti ns, and Activities

W nu ' )34
* “bulary:
vawling 3 K llered - scowl 7 ed 11
testy 12 di 2 ad 12 rasterity 4 fetch 17
dazzled "+ dindled 26 ferdin 27 maggoty 29
ratch =d 3.

Beginning " .agust 1920—paoe<3 ~
Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Who is tellina the stary: 8in o< g fourteen-year-old lii 22.ir. ki 2or 4, born in 1920)

2. How does ' =au. or_ = you into the story? (tel's ¢« aut iz ;s birth, her family, I. -
environmen. ad £~ world) What have bi _n<- - m¢ of e very best story beginning.
that you've rea_. 5. ure with classmc 22a. 'ag as a class on a best begin’ no

3. What do you learn about Billie /= .. thi_“irst _napter? (She is long-legg 1. _dhe .4,
and freckle-faced. She li. ~ ~oplc anc Hlaying the piano.)

4. What does “January 191 " . *ten at the end of the po¢ n snag -t to you? (The book
is written as a series of jo. nal entries, written in 1.2 v/ se.,

5. What do you learn about Billie Jo’s extendec.  mil, 1 u .5 poem? (There are few
relatives around—Daddy’s older siz er g 4. 2’s reat uncle Floyd.)

6. What do you make of Bil'ie J¢ =l ior. »ir with her father? (Answers will vary. He
treats her affably, teaching er 0. handle herself on the farm, as he would a son.)
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Using Predictions

We all make predictions as we read—little guesses about what will happen next, how the
conflict will be resolved, which details given by the author will be important to the plot,
which details will help to fill in our sense of a character. Stu ents should be encouraged to
predict, to make sensible guesses. As students work< . L o -tic -, these discussion questions
can be used to guide them: What are some of *>=w s to . :dict? What is the process of a
sophisticated reader’s thinking and prec :tin 7\ at' .es< Jes an author give us to help us
in making our predictions? Why are seamy are’ ct'c.is more likely than others?

A predicting chart is for s* de s t© “ec d wneir predictions. As ea¢.. 'bsequent chapter is
discussed, you can review . d ¢ re. previous predictions. This | ace ure serves to focus on
predictions and to r<ic \th <t es.

Use the facts and_idea. he
author g' =s. \ _aV—
-~ -

Use your own
knowledge.

Use new information| »=Crajy _uuse
yortto chiang ve w7 ind.

\

Predictions:

o)
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Prediction Chart

What characters have
we met so far?

What is the conflict
in the story?

Why did you make
those predictions?
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Out of the Dust
Name Activity #3: Literary Analysis
(Character Analysis)

Minor Characters

Directions: Identify the following minor charac uq the Dust—who are they,
and what do they contribute to the story

Mr. Noble (page 6): !\
Mr. Romn i:i%“

O

\vage 10):
Mad Dog Cradﬁo

Mr. Hardly (page 17):

Arley

&\
&\

\q\

0“ 6\‘6

Mrs. Brown (page 81):
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Name

Out of the Dust

Activity #5: Literary Analysis

(Interpret Text)

Descriptions from the Book

Directions: What do the following descriptions - -an.

Out of the Dust. Explain the meaninc.of ea "

words.

Quotatic 2

ok at each quotation from

ne nd yo: - personal reaction to the

Meaning

“smoc 1/bufte = hythms”
‘- e 13)

“whittled dewn tarthe
(ponel &

mne’

+ 'y Reaction

“foL us maggoty stew”
(page 29)

“so much flannel e line”

(page 30)

“like a pot in an empty kitcl
(page 41)

“his legs like willow limbs”
(page 59) |
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