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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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as well as in the coal mining, railroad, and textile industries. The stock market crash of
October, 1929, though not a fundamental cause of the Depression, certainly marked the
beginning of this most traumatic economic period of modern times. 

In 1930 and 1931, the decade opened with unparalleled growth in the panhandles of
Oklahoma and Texas. Nation’s Business magazine labeled the panhandles of Texas and
Oklahoma as the most prosperous region in the country, in contrast to the soup lines of the
eastern states. After a phenomenal crop in 1926, wheat farmers bought tractors (with hefty
payments) and began plowing and planting wheat as never before. Damage to the grasslands
was extensive. A bumper wheat crop in 1931 drove the price down—many farmers went
broke and others abandoned their fields.The three record drought years of 1934–1936 made
matters worse. Rains, blizzards, tornadoes, and floods increased the devastation to the land.

Section-by-Section
Vocabulary, Discussion Questions, and Activities

Winter 1934
Vocabulary:

bawling 3 hollered 3 scowl 7 riled 11
testy 12 distracted 12 pestering 14 fetch 17
dazzled 24 spindled 26 feuding 27 maggoty 29
ratcheted 32

Beginning: August 1920—pages 3–5
Discussion Questions and Activities:

1. Who is telling the story? (Billie Jo, a fourteen-year-old living in Oklahoma, born in 1920)

2. How does the author get you into the story? (tells about Billie Jo’s birth, her family, her
environment and her world) What have been some of the very best story beginnings
that you’ve read? Share with classmates and agree as a class on a best beginning.

3. What do you learn about Billie Jo in this first chapter? (She is long-legged, redheaded,
and freckle-faced. She likes apples and playing the piano.)

4. What does “January 1934” written at the end of the poem suggest to you? (The book
is written as a series of journal entries, written in free verse.)

5. What do you learn about Billie Jo’s extended family in this poem? (There are few
relatives around—Daddy’s older sister and Ma’s great uncle Floyd.)

6. What do you make of Billie Jo’s relationship with her father? (Answers will vary. He
treats her affably, teaching her how to handle herself on the farm, as he would a son.)
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Using Predictions

We all make predictions as we read—little guesses about what will happen next, how the
conflict will be resolved, which details given by the author will be important to the plot,
which details will help to fill in our sense of a character. Students should be encouraged to
predict, to make sensible guesses. As students work on predictions, these discussion questions
can be used to guide them: What are some of the ways to predict? What is the process of a
sophisticated reader’s thinking and predicting? What clues does an author give us to help us
in making our predictions? Why are some predictions more likely than others?

A predicting chart is for students to record their predictions. As each subsequent chapter is
discussed, you can review and correct previous predictions. This procedure serves to focus on
predictions and to review the stories.

Use the facts and ideas the
author gives.

Use new information that may cause
you to change your mind.

Use your own
knowledge.

Predictions:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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What characters have What is the conflict What are your Why did you make
we met so far? in the story? predictions? those predictions?

Prediction Chart
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Name______________________________

Minor Characters

Directions: Identify the following minor characters from Out of the Dust—who are they,
and what do they contribute to the story?

Out of the Dust
Activity #3: Literary Analysis

(Character Analysis)

Mr. Noble (page 6): 

Mr. Romney (page 6): 

Livie Killian (page 8): 

Arley Wanderdale (page 10): 

Mad Dog Craddock (page 10): 

Mr. Hardly (page 17): 

Mrs. Brown (page 81): 
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Name______________________________

Descriptions from the Book

Directions: What do the following descriptions mean? Look at each quotation from
Out of the Dust. Explain the meaning of each one and your personal reaction to the
words.

Out of the Dust
Activity #5: Literary Analysis

(Interpret Text)

Quotation Meaning My Reaction

“smooth/buttery rhythms”
(page 13)

“whittled down to the bone”
(page 16)

“foul as maggoty stew”
(page 29)

“so much flannel dry on the line”
(page 30)

“like a pot in an empty kitchen”
(page 41)

“his legs like willow limbs”
(page 59)
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