
S. E. Hinton

READ, WRITE, THINK, DISCUSS AND CONNECT

STUDENT PACKET

GRADES 9-12 

The Outsiders

SAMPLE



S. E. Hinton

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.

© 2020 by Novel Units, Inc., St. Louis, MO. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc.

Reproduction of any part of this publication for an entire school or for a school 
system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers, or for commercial sale is 
strictly prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of Conn Education.

Printed in the United States of America.

To order, contact your 
local school supply store, or:

Toll-Free Fax: 877.716.7272
Phone: 888.650.4224

3901 Union Blvd., Suite 155
St. Louis, MO 63115

sales@novelunits.com

novelunits.com

STUDENT PACKET

ISBN 978-1-50204-865-3

NOTE:
The trade book edition of the novel used to prepare this guide is 
found in the Novel Units catalog and on the Novel Units website. 

Using other editions may have varied page references.

 

Please note: We have assigned Interest Levels based on our 
knowledge of the themes and ideas of the books included in the 

Novel Units sets, however, please assess the appropriateness of this 
novel or trade book for the age level and maturity of your students 

prior to reading with them. You know your students best!

T h e 
O u t s i d e r s

SAMPLE



Name ________________________________
The Outsiders

Activity #2 • Prereading 
Use Before and After Reading

(Prior Knowledge)
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Anticipation and Reaction

Directions: Consider the following statements before you read the novel. Place a checkmark 
in one of the boxes to show whether you agree or disagree with each statement, and provide
your reasoning. After you have completed the novel, mark your response again. Provide an
explanation if your opinion has changed.

Statement Response Before Reading Response After Reading

A person’s physical
appearance tells a lot
about him or her.

Being a member of an
exclusive group is
necessary for
protection and
companionship.

The best way to cope
with hardships in life is
to become cold and
unfeeling.

Once you have
identified with a
certain social group,
you cannot associate
with those outside of
your group.

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement

you agree with the statement

you disagree with the statement
SAMPLE
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Vocabulary Matching

Directions: Match each vocabulary word to the correct definition.

____    1. imploringly  

____    2. sullenly 

____    3. hue  

____    4. subsides 

____    5. eluded 

____    6. fiend 

____    7. indignant 

____    8. gorged  

____    9. doggedly 

____  10. conviction 

____  11. detached 

____  12. keeled 

____  13. inhalation

____  14. plasma 

____  15. hysterics 

____  16. racking

    

imploringly  sullenly                           hue                            subsides 
eluded fiend                               indignant                  gorged  
doggedly conviction                      detached                   keeled 
inhalation plasma                            hysterics                    racking 

Name ________________________________
The Outsiders

Activity #5 • Vocabulary 
Chapters 5–6 

  a.  fell down; fainted

  b.  breathing in 

  c.  fit of uncontrollable laughter or crying 

  d.  causing one to suffer pain or anguish

  e.  fluid part of blood

   f.  color; shade

  g.  strong belief; certainty 

 h.  with earnestness or desperation 

   i.  sinks; settles downward 

   j.  escaped one’s perception or understanding 

  k.  gloomily; resentfully 

   l.   consumed greedily 

m.  free from self-interest; indifferent

 n.  filled with anger at something unjust or mean

  o.  with stubborn determination 

  p.  extremely devoted person; addictSAMPLE



idolized  liable                               guardian                   flinching 
acquitted circumstances                 reference                   welled 
vast

Word Map

Directions: Complete a word map for six of the vocabulary words above.

The Outsiders
Activity #8 • Vocabulary 

Chapters 11–12
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Name ________________________________

Definition

Sentence

Synonym Vocabulary Word Anto
nym

Pron
unc

iatio
n Part of Speech

SAMPLE



Name ________________________________

Chapters 11–12 

  1.  Why is Ponyboy so ill? 

  2.  Why does Randy come to visit Ponyboy? 

  3.  Why doesn’t Ponyboy care that Randy sees the Curtis’ messy house? 

 4.  Why do you think Ponyboy says he killed Bob and that Johnny isn’t dead?   

  5.  What is going to occur the next day, and why is Ponyboy scared?

  6.  Why is the court hearing important? 

  7.  What is the outcome of the hearing? 

 8.  Why do you think Ponyboy’s life is still troubled after the court hearing? 

  9.  How does Ponyboy respond to the Socs who approach him? 

10.  What does Soda admit is distressing him? What do Darry and Ponyboy promise him? 

11.  What message does Johnny leave for Ponyboy in Gone with the Wind? 

12.  Why does Ponyboy want to tell the story of his gang? How does he accomplish this?
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The Outsiders
Activity #11 • Literary Analysis 
Use During and After Reading

(Literary Elements)
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Name ________________________________

Setting #1

Exposition 
(What is the opening situation?)

Characters

Setting #2 Additional Characters

What is the potential for conflict?

What conflict develops?

How is the conflict resolved?

Story Map

Directions: Complete the story map below for The Outsiders.

SAMPLE



The Outsiders
Activity #15 • Character Analysis 

Use After Reading
(Compare/Contrast)
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Name ________________________________

Triple Venn Diagram 

Directions: Using the diagram below, compare and contrast Darry, Soda, and Ponyboy.

Darry Soda

Ponyboy

SAMPLE



The Outsiders
Activity #18 • Writing 

Use After Reading
(Write to Inform)
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Name ________________________________

Newspaper Article

Directions:Write a newspaper article detailing the church fire and Ponyboy and Johnny’s role in
rescuing the children.

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

The Windrixville Weekly

SAMPLE




