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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension
Predicting, inferring, cause/effect,
supporting judgments, problem
solving, summarizing

Literary Flements

Character analysis, story mapping,
setting, conflict, theme, point of
view, author’s purpose, genre,
figurative language

Vocabulary
Definitions, synonyms, multiple-
meaning words, word maps,
compound words

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, presentation, drama,
debate

Writing
Creative writing, personal
narrative, dialogue, poetry, essay

Critical Thinking

Brainstorming, research,
compare/contrast, analysis,
evaluation

Across the Curriculum

Figurative Language—puns,
idioms, homophones, synonyms,
“hink pinks,” spoonerisms,
mondegreens, eggcorns,
malapropisms; Math—graphs,
polygons, logic problems, Fermi
questions, infinity, averages,
Fibonacci numbers, quipu; Social
Studies—education, timekeeping,
alphabet, perspective, census
taking; Science—doldrums,
binomial nomenclature, sound;
Health—boredom, bad habits;
Music—recordings, soundtrack;
Art—illustration, design, models




5. Science: Research the doldrums, also called the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ).
Create a visual presentation that illustrates the role wind plays in the doldrums.

Chapters 3-5

Tock accompanies Milo to Dictionopolis, a city where wa s ¢ ow an trees and people eat their
words. While Milo drives, Tock explains his family hi© cy « = hov. 1is relatives have been
watchdogs since time was invented. In Dictiona’ Tis,” ng Az. the'Unabridged’s synonymic
cabinet greets Milo and Tock before they ow _c#. wc ! ma et where vendors sell words,
phrases, and letters. The Spelling Bee, 20 e. 't us « umblebee, informs Milo about the
importance of proper spelling unti* e . -uc v wuuterrupted by the Humbug, a brash, beetle-like
insect. The ensuing fight i *w ~ti Sp 'ing Bee and the Humbu« ... ks over vendor booths,
resulting in a scrambled cor  tsic o1 Urds. Officer Shrift—the shc  wi » police force, judge,
and jailer of Dictione® . —. e Ces Milo and Tock t six 7 1l y  rsin prison for their
various “crimes.*In'prito. th_y meet “Faintly Macabre, he ot-i -wicked Which” (p. 67). Once
in charge of ¢ »osing *'cn words could be used< aintly facaoie admits to becoming miserly
with wa =1 ' al alk ceased and the king“wopr .C  hu.. She tells Milo that she cannot leave
pt on nti. ‘hy..e¢ and Reason return to tl »!= =da s
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B Jiscus. uestions
Vocabu'ary £ cording to Tock, reople te' me  cause there seems to
)~ pe more than can ever b¢ 1sec 's ¢ ae unlimited? Do you agree

fgrn - with Tock that « »i. ac w2 iable than diamonds? (Answers
dis. jute will vary. Time scc s im. easurable when figured by minutes, hours,
cont: ‘on days, and [ -ars-ho, v, ‘time actually passes quic 1y. Inlike
procl.a ~on diap< 7 s, o.e ¢ nnot be stored for another<"vn v Uil n o nstant
bunt1pg no. 2, urd ople should use it wise.y.Di va.on & = u cover Tock’s
unabridged . ' about the human.ieec. atin. 1t e 1d how our lives
connotation v uld be different without it.)
audibly
tumult .~ What is odd abe  t Milo i 2ec g« _ason to enter Dictionop  +/
decrees Is “why not?” act::lly 2 ooc _eason for almost anyth*.
misapprehension (p. 36), as th atel n sc_gests? (The gateman is not a_ i=5 Milo
disdain why he v«hes ' ente. e city. Instead, he expects( i1e 9. yver
imposter physi !l reasor.. . the Lands Beyond,” het " filc .nsi’ ’rs to be
infuriate 1. sor uc Jts are tangible objects. Ans. s vl
shrift .y “Azaz the Unabridged a fi’ ine=ma1 - for the king of
commerce ictionopolis? (Answers il | ury. ine b 1g's name playfully
commendable refers to a dictionary, judha. 0 aGpouls means city of words.
macabre In Dictionopolis, noth. is t. e important than words.
co.rrupts “Unabrid, d” [ so" car“unumited,” which may imply that
miserly the s, we aver he Kingdom is likewise unlimited.)

4. Compare Milo’s view of synony1. > the king's advisers’ views. Why might the advisers not
care whether they make sense? (To Milo, using one word is simpler than using many. Milo has
been taught in school about the importance of learning the exact meanings of words and then

)
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a brief description and illustration of it. Begin with Insecticus (as the Humbug does on page
54 of the novel). Choose the second part of the name based on your insect’s appearance or
traits. For example, a blue insect could be Insecticus caeruleus. Read more about the “binomial
nomenclature” system that scientists around the world use in “What'’s in a scientific name?”
at http://www.biokids.umich.edu/resources/exercises/scientific_name. (Both Web sites were
active at time of publication.)

4. Writing: The Humbug boasts that “history is full of ¥ =m ugs”.(p. 54). Write a tall tale about
a member of the Humbug's family being involve™ &1a = !-kric wn historical event.

5. Critical Thinking: Consider the follaring< uc s < »ut we ds. Choose one quote, and
explain what you think it means ana thy i“«s. aportant.

e “A word is dead when it'shee. saic so...c say. | say it just begins to live that day.”
~ Emily Dickinse

e “All my life I've lo. ed' wc.us as though I were sea” =~ tt. m1 the first time.”

~ Ernest He® (11, wva,

”

e “Ilik gcod( rori, words that mean soma " ng. Jisa May Alcott

 pters 6-8
Fai.icly Macabre relates the ki ydor ¢ isdom’s history involvii  th. -irco tling the
wilderness and tlf 1 ra’me tve e s and two adopted daug’.. » / er . e Kking’s death, his
sons Azaz—=a thl 1g. ¢ 1s most important—ana the | ath. aa;.cian—who thought
numbers. ost: 90 1wt @ juarreled. Their adopt ~ lisc s, = esses Rhyme and Reason,
wisely det. min¢ wc as and numbers to be af2qu. val. | The determination did not satisfy
the two brc. =’ 5o they banished the prin’ »ssato Castle in the Air, deep i1’ thederran-
filled Mountc..1s of Ignorance. After F' ... 7 vdac2 re’s tale, Milo andTock " » posor inud attend
the royal banquet, a ridiculous a='1 ¢ »“daeeviac at which they eat tpqir + 2ols _Kil J Azaz the
Unabridged agrees with-Milc™ su; =siu. v Ut returning Rhyr2ar ©ea n #" _kingdom. He
appoints the Humby jas® = ¢ »st uide and gives Milo a bax ¢ ‘*ain. g all the words he (the
king) knows.

Discussion Questions
1. Why is Null an appropriate name fo© a.-lar thaceventually became the k' ¢7om o.

Wisdom? According to Fair  Mac. re, © .the new king vowed to. . 1" =14 id that was
righttully his” (p. 73). Doy¢ &, »e 1. .ne king had a right to2'air. the nd as his? (“Null”
means worthless, an apt descri. ~ ..« he barren wilderness occup’ d =w2v. creatures. Answers will
vary. Discussion should explair. hat Faintly Macabre’s st v r¢ resens th - rise of wisdom and
knowledge combating ignorance; the young prince was.s re. i, 20v,.cdge and had the right to
conquer ignorance. However, the story also parallels tr. aistc  of mankind and the conquering of

lands where the natives and their resistar 2w/ 2s. ' a  wvicked.)

2. How do you think Princesses Rhy a1 ' RC :or determined that “words and numbers are
of equal value” (p. 77)? Doyc th Wk = :ds or numbers are more important? Is it possible
to have only one or the other? = vers vill vary. The princesses’ determination was based on
common sense. King Azaz and his br._..ier only focused on their own interests without consideration
of the “big picture.” The princesses pointed out that, when it comes to knowledge, it’s best to learn
from all available sources.)
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The Title Tells All

Directions: Use the chart below to describe a chapter from the novel.

Title of chapter:

N 4

Based on the title, what do you th! i

will be about?

“o®

ol =S
o o2
QQ

’s 1llustrat10ns

\°° ﬁ

After reading this chapter,
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Character Web

Directions: Complete the attribute web below by filling in information specific to Milo.

His behavior

3

o)}
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Rainstorming

Directions: Write a place from the Lands Beyond in the top cloud. Use the clouds on the left
to show what conditions were like in your chosen location when Rhyme and Reason were
imprisoned. Use the clouds on the right to show how things might have changed after Rhyme
and Reason returned.

3
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