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Skills and Strategies
Thinking Writing
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Research, problem solving, creative
thinking, critical thinking,
compare/contrast, decision making,
multiple perspectives, attributes,
brainstorming

Comprehension
Predicting, sequencing,
foreshadowing, cause/effect, drawing
conclusions, inference, summarizing

Listening/Speaking
Interviewing, discussion, charades,
presentations

Vocabulary
Pictionary, word maps, synonyms,
antonyms, parts of speech, defining

Personal writing, creative writing,
poetry, reports, essays, plays, poetry

Literary Elements

Literary analysis, story mapping,
plot development, setting, character
analysis, similes, metaphors

Across the Curriculum

Social Studies—geography, developing
maps, research, charting a course,
interpreting maps, famous explorers;
Science—botany, weather, astronomy,
physics; Math—measurement;
Language—poetry, debate, newspaper
writing, outlines, research; Music—
composing lyrics; Art—designing
maps, illustrations, collages,
experiment with different media,
dramatization; Health—diet;
Technology—Internet research




Characterization

Directions: Place a main character’s name in the center circle. Write words that describe
him/her in the ovals around the name. List details from the story that demonstrate each
quality in the rectangles.
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Cause/Effect Chart

Directions: Make a flow chart to show decisions a character made, the decisions s/he could
have made, and the result(s) of each. (Use your imagination to speculate on the results of
decisions the character could have made.)

Result

Decision
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Supplementary Activities

1. Literary Devices: Simile—“...chocolate as soft as that sticky Hershey bar” (p. 40);
Metaphors—a fringe: bangs (p. 38); charcoal smudges: trees (p. 62); Personification—
fingers of fog (p. 64)

2. Social Studies: Have students examine a United States map. Using the map key, have them
plot a course from Long Island to New Mexico, where B atrice is going to paint. Ask
students to determine the approximate number ofi. “es \nd< ow many days they think it
would take to drive there.

3. Interview: Hollis invents reasons fo. aer/ »se ces' scha I Invite the school principal or
assistant principal to class to answer . rest’ ns »out school policies on students’ absences
and whether s/he can tell when a_ ab. acc Jote is not real. Students should prepare
questions ahead of ti=:e.

4. Art: Gather art supplie. or , ur  ussroom and invite tha=rt t chc at your school to give
a demonstratior’ v1. ha w .g using pencil and " .arg 1l. ¢ d¢ ts may draw one of the
pictures Ha''is na< ¢ n page 43.

S rei h | icture-Chapter 10.p, t¢_->
‘2 is reveals more of her experienc  wi  ti.c Regans and what seem 11 2 oi why she ran
av._ . As the story unfolds, F' is leai 2 Liat she will have to me ¢ « 'nofthe fost:r home
because Josie is tan fora=ul.. olli is determined to stay wi'»Tos  sC e takes matters into
Iic. own hands. With j_sie’s elp. hc “run away” to the Regans’
—  ——==_ summer home in i Ci

cab  ary

_ | — ———— | Discussion C sestiol
radlaFL o)) 1. Why'. wooa a Kk Hollis worries about then MG Lar ana
frenzied (77) Stel wiurcui..y: (Hollis is afraid tha. <he |t caul L all tneir
scurried (82) h L 69-70)
rummage (85 ' )
twitchigg ((88) V' _.en Hollis asks Izzy if St€¢ n « 1 th Old Man fight beca’ e
saguaro (89) of her, why is He 'is rot b rtec Uy her response? (Izzy s
nudged (89) they’re “worsethis < mi. = whi. . makes Hollis think tha* _.. <n
evergreens (91) and the Old N fig. bece. e of her. p. 69)

3. Do you' iuiK S 7analso eavesdrops with Hol! =.en 1., and
» Ol¢ Mar liscuss making Hollisa } « ¢ tho f2 iily?
Ar. cerst . vary. pp. 70-71)

4. Do you think Hollis cares th she will be in the sar™ sck)o. sk “moves from Josie’s?
Explain your answer. (Hollis ¢ vesn’t have any friends.a 1 ¢ =.skits" 100l a lot, so she doesn’t
care about changing schools. pp. 72-73)

5. Hollis is faced with a dilemma as the? zen, ¢ »o. :to inove her to another foster home.
Do you think Hollis should run ¢ dtc e iev thuer, or go along with the agency and
hope that Josie will be all rig t o, . = wn. swers will vary. pp. 72-75)

6. How does Hollis compare hersc * a | .zle piece? (She feels like she is a piece of a puzzle
that, no matter how hard you try, w.__aever fit into a puzzle, i.e., family. pp. 78-79)
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10.

11.

. Why does Hollis choose to go to the attic to get Josie’s ornaments before they run away?

(She knows Christmas is coming and wants Josie to feel at home in the house at Branches. p. 81)

Why is Hollis quick to find the map as their adventure begins? (Josie is a bad enough driver
with two hands on the wheel. She doesn’t need to rummage through a glove compartment, too. p. 84)

Why is Hollis more nervous about running away this time? (She knows she is responsible for
someone other than herself this time. p. 86)

What conclusions do you think Beatrice will dray wii. - he i alizes Josie is no longer
answering her phone? (Answers will vary. p-"7

What else could Hollis have preparea »r bef r¢ cav.ng fCi Branches? (Answers will vary. p. 93)

Supplementary Activitic

1.

Literary Devices: Meta, 'or. -ai. .ange ball: Henry (p. 72): ti w1 g puzzle piece: Hollis
(p- 79); Personif _«. on  m< .ntains: friendly (p: 9)

Literary I es:/ av ctudents fill out the Carae/E. ¢t 27 ( on page 13.
Comzel asic @ nave students completastht = = ‘o making Grid on page 15.

S¢ ‘nce Hollis and Janice encount : a . Ti._.unt of snow in Branches. Invite students to
resc .1 the atmospheric cond’ ‘on  “ha*.%".p create snow, sleet, an’ 1reezinge rain. Have
students create visuals of © = zo. liti s and the type of precip® ‘i, _ic  picduce.

Social Studiess Haveuc its | cate the Delaware Rivera».a . ap .« New York. Then have
them locate 1i2n¢ 2" na..,, locate Long Islanc, whe ¢ Jo 21 =s. Ask students to imagine
drivi== ... na rgetfu’ person all the way t© unst e w_ srk. What would be their

respc sibili s?7 ave students create a list ¢ 1ing they could do to help reach their
destin. ‘on

Science: Lased on Beatrice’s trip .a . Stuuer s research the sagraro - = a..u 0 1er lesert
foliage native to New Mexia® E ~Cura3e cach student to reseaich o1 .art__u to give
presentations with.nicty »s ¢ tho ' it they researche
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