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“The Oath” and Chapters 1-2, Pages 1-13

Vocabulary
memorial epic (“The Oath”) avocation (2) as fag (2) innocent (2)
recessed (2) phony (2) icar~ scen (3) commemorative (3)
opinionated (4) subliminally /7, romb sis (6) repress (6)
infantile (7) destruc e \/> tiet (7, distorts (8)
compassion (8) aboit na. = ( compulsive (10) impressionable (10)
sclerosis (10) £ oan A (o))

Vocabulary Activity:«""orc_ maj Hing is an activity t“t ler'us* sel. o a .y vocabulary list. For
words that have cle.r.=. any 15, the following frame ark = su abie:

//\ _—

Synonyms Ar onyms

—_——

Targe” Vor.

- =

. ~

L od i
My Definition iﬁy
7

Students might enjoy coming {  «ith © riat’ ns on this framework. © <. m, = stead of

listing antonyms, students coul: pi ‘de....c drawings to illustrat="the rge word.

Cooperative Learning Activity:' /ou may want to have  !'< :den*<< . amine examples of
word maps for all target vocabulary words, even wh © the 5t w00 lengthy to expect one

student to map all words. One way to cizzum: .. th orok ¢m is to assign small groups
responsibility for several words; each<:rot  s¢ cts re_orter who describes the group’s word
maps to the large group, using=2ov . 2c ' pic oor

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Discussion Questions

1. Why are Lorraine and John writing this story? (It is a.“memorial epic” to record their
experiences with Mr. Pignati before they are repzasse 1; therefore, Mr. Pignati must be
dead and some upsetting events must have« * .cec = his'c zath.)

2. What are John and Lorraine like?" »gi.i 27 tri. dte \.eb—described on the next
page—for each. (John—hates” <hc |, © == pine problem, wiseacre, lies, friends with
Lorraine, tall, blue-eyed, di ks, ori. ne—interested in psychalogy, a sophomore, not
beautiful, mother 1 <5« d !si¢r overweight, stoop-sk ila =d, long and kinky
hair, moved inf='ofi s “i ulti-class” neighborhood«.. we s a, likes big words but
some times 1 1si. = i ni—e.g. “sclerosis” instehd’ C “c hcesis.”)

3. Wiy v s Ja nknown as the “Bathroem | r"What was the “supercolossal fruit
oll" (Fi< ased to set off bombs.in’ ha'ath=27m at school and orchestrate rolling of
n! 5 to annoy substitutes.

<. How does Lorraine se n tofec .pout John? (Teacher ct lis. =sz2ises on the
T-chart be ~w.)

JCHN
GOOD THINGS BAL _"HINGS
extremely handso. curses
six feet tall drinks and sm'_es
fantastic i 2w distorts thT asa |
ov.  he bathrcom’. mbt
te s verything doesi 't ow 2thas compassion

h- deep compassion i

5.  How do you think John feels aboutbiir. If? © ow do you think Lorraine’.c. na it
herself? (Students may =@int o thatw. = Lorraine expresse. mc= s¢ uorot, John
too may be hiding some . fv i << r-esteem with all his brac  ng¢

6. Have you ever known a g v like John? Why doy ut! nk= " ic erson did things that
got him into trouble? Have you ever known an~o » LL¢"uine? Can you identify
with either of these characters?

7. Why do you think the detail ¢ ut' 1e’ tire postman was included? That is, what
does it show you about ju 1?" v« 'o yuu think John enjoyed annoying some

) Wooussp|D-0|BuIg o JONPOI] (SHUN [SAON] B|qOPLROJUMO(] o

e OSUDL VU
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substitutes, but not others? (John does have some sympathy for others when he feels
they show an interest in him; he didn’t have the heart to interrupt the substitute’s
reminiscences about the old days; unlike the substit:stes who had study periods “so
they didn’t have to do any work” the postman. <" wvic isly anjoyed the students.)

8. What is Lorraine’s mother like? ould< ¢ lik to hav ' her for a mother? What does
Lorraine mean when she says tha shc due  'ticel line saying more about her family
because she just ate lunch? (i rr. .tk . a nurse and nags a lot; Lorraine implies
that talking about her mou ~r . ke aer feel nauseated.)

9. Why does Lorrae 10 ! sc 'y for Miss Stewarty he t L wte he o (She keeps her
invalid moth_r = » b a'in the living room.)

—
>

Y7an orre e moved into town, whindi - 2c onesome? For students who have
vei noved—did you experience ¢ 2" agarilar to Lorraine? How did John help

= .ne feel better? Did ha'do » on.r: ‘pose? (The other kids<gi.ored her; John
happened to sit next t«="»r . d ¢ rted laughing to himse!* .oi..C aughed with
him.)

PREDICTY Wi tsuicc relationship will detelog” »et =er .oriaine and John? Just how
much oi" “lun. ‘'c” e turn out to be?

Writing Ac. * ,: Suppose Lorraine’s mot: ‘e, our mother. Write a dialc vi ich
you respond to her comments that' ye res».ung on too much® eigk " = d "vof wecr your
clothes funny.”

Literary Analysis: = \troc te' .cnts to the term first-per xnt rrac.on and elicit from
students the point ¢ :t th narration shifts betw cn< arr ‘ne adjohn, from chapter to
chapter.

Evaluating Characters: The amount of <.pori »i'ity Lorraine and John take ¢ r4".cir acons
varies at different points in the =~ & hel students see how these “a: te 2w in their
sense of control over their own ve “avc .wdents rate each ch27iter ftel =ading each
section, on the following scale:
1 23 45 6 7 8 2 '0
BLAMES AV
OTHERS ESPOUNSIBILITY

(Teachers and students are enconrac o rec 2 aer scales for the story, such as how
HAPPY/SAD a character is, how 1. <k th'  aders LIKE/DISLIKE a particular character, how
SERIOUS/COMIC the author’s tone tc.)

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Reading Assignment: Name:

LITERARY ENHANCER: Guides discussion of author’s techrique/purpose

Section Reason (1-5)

Plan for Sharing-7 "+ .dir._

Date:

Choicessnull ncl Je.
10C dia.cgue between characters
ic Jescription
Setting a mood

Example of author’s ¢ ft: () s .le/metaphor; (b) forest

5. Other: =

Reading Assignment: __ (N2 e

VOCABULARY ENF _i. ™ arii s word meanings and uroi .

Page Word Description

I' 20N

Presentation plan possibilities:

1. Have group find the word and use context clue
Use dictionary. Choose the correct meapina.
Use thesaurus. Substitute a syrony n it the o

Create analogies using thawc
Other:

L wh

fov. ago 7, flashiback
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