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Supplementary Activities

1.
2.

Chapter 5: “Leaving ‘r., Y. st —Pages 36-47
Vocabulary
deputation (39) C ..uctions (41) jechir (45

Discussion QU stio~ 5 «..u Activities

1

Write a letter to Mr. Ocax asking permission to relocate.

Start a newspaper for the mouse community in the book. What kind of articles might be
included? Look over your own newspaper to get ideas about particular kinds of articles and
sections that might be included.

Make a drawing of the emergency meeting.

Dramatize in pantomime some of the different? = otic.  1enuoned in the book, such as
anger, fear and outrage. Classmates will & th =motic  portrayed and then cite where it is
found in the book.

Co. »va.  study you might use and/ unowort’s < ady. (Lungwort has adapted an old boot for
is < 1dy, adding windows, a potac sac. ..ie and a plaid necktie curtain=The comparison will
vary from student to student.)

How does Lungwort pr' va.e t¢ = 1oach Mr. Ocax? (He writes .. rerears 5 a Soeech, and a
new white flag is«=nai. ')

. What were son == gv.J’s maxims? (“You i ven’ 1ve. nic - you die for something.” “A

soft . cav s softne s at both ends.”) Whe otht m« 'ms o you know that might have

b napy alir to xkagweed? (Answers will )

Wt do ) hgwort and Poppy get suck ui. elar rate _end-off? (The mission is . ortant, and
they 4 special team going to talto - Xy

. How do Lungwort and Poppy/ el thev uvel to talk to Mr. € ax? [ 1d ecific< Jords from

the book to support your< sw (T :y are fearful and wori’ d..a- vic. ced 'y losing the
thimble cap o api. s the vhice nag. Lungwort walks “eh Pop, wi. aie white flag.
Lungwort is\ 'y ag.  ‘ec

Why does Pc_ v tel lerself not to give way' :thaen ol e Ci.upter? (She wants to be sti =
in front of the ¢.

Prediction: You've read nearly one-quaz  of t. . boc .. What will happen? Whkat cli. “/iasthe
author sprinkled in these chapters?« = we  will" Zry.)

Supplementary Activities

1.

Look for evidence of irony. = ‘< »ok. Irony is when a writer/ r chara  -r expresses a meaning
contradictory to the literal = eaning of his or her wo. s o/ actic..s.

2. Act out Poppy and Lungwort on their trip to Mr. 0" ax
3. Make a list of feelings expressed in the book. Cht e o1 or wwo of them to describe in a
sentence or two.
4. Does the send-off Lungwort ani Mop, /r¢ cive *mind you of anything you've seen or heard
about? Ask your parents ¢ ‘the = eas.  ortyour ideas in writing.
© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Chapter 6: “Standing before Mr. Ocax”—Pages 48-56
Vocabulary

upchucked (48) snarl (49) queasy (50) compassion (52)
skedaddle (54)

Discussion Questions and Activities

1. How does Mr. Ocax put Lungwort and Poppy.to a' advai.  je? (Ie continues partially sheltered from
the rain while they are forced to stand<" the / in.. 2is" mandi j, unpleasant and argumentative.)

2. What are owl pellets? (Owl pellets ai undi< zst. " bits which owls regurgitate after they’ve eaten.)

3. How does Mr. Ocax treat Poppy ‘He ak .er feel as though she is being attacked, and then
blames her for his urnfavorable 'eci. 1 ¢ sut the mice moving.)

4. Why don’t Lungwo. :'ca. ‘ul' e ciations help in his talk witi. “Ar. <ax? (Mr. Ocax almost
mocks the mousa'2aa Mt Jcax is unimpressed b Lunc: C. =a. ‘reri - and choice of words.)

5. How does M/ Oc ‘s ¢ ..canor change when Lunewc ex} in. where the mice want to
move?< . fes ite. Poppy detects uncertaintv<Mr Nce i ice.)

6. Why ¢ =2s M C _ux mention a new, particu rh="=ic_ porcupine spotted in the area? (He
me_ o, " porcupine to keep the mic iearfur und 1debted to Mr. Ocax.)

7. Vhe does Poppy find and take vi h'.. v, »risne and Lungwort leave Mr. Ocax? (She finds
neyweed’s earring in an owl pc_ t.)

Supplementary Activities
1. Put togethiera’ = nc toon scenario of th cha' ‘er. se’ mpie line drawings or words
te” . st

2. As a science lesson, dissect an owl pellet.
3. Writing topics:

a. Deference

b. Persuasion

c. Power

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Approach No. 2: Students are assigned to groups of two or three within their reading group. During
the reading time, the teacher directs instruction for about half the time, using the Novel Unit guide for
activities. Then students divide into their pairs or triads to complete various activities including: 1)
Partner reading; 2) story-structure and story-related writing; 3) reading words out loud [using a list
provided by the teacher]; 4) vocabulary activities; 5) story re-telliag. When students have completed
the activities, their partners initial a student assignment forr='na atine that they completed their
tasks. A sample student assignment form is below.

Reading Assignment: . vate: Name:

For this reading 2=sig.inn.ri. ou. group including

ar , completed the ¢ == hgivities:

We had these .ioblems:

We need help on:

Sii el
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