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ACT ONE: Scene 1 - pp. 23-53

Discussion Questions:

1.

Describe the setting of the story. What does the inte or of the Younger house
tell you about the family that lives there? (Thesic ~ " urni 2ings were once
selected with care and hope but are now.crc. ded « | wo n; pride and
weariness characterize the family

What is your impression of 2ut. ' Fi. m"...iat you have seen so far, how would you
describe the relatit :shbe vee  Ruh and Travis? Ruth an¢ alter? Ruth and
Beneatha? Ruth anc 4ar. 7" .cth is pretty, tired, disanno. “eq, lirect. Thereis a
close bond of .1 :tic b ween Ruth and Tra 5. al 1ot 1 ¢ = is often directive and
stern wit'shim«wi e practical than Walter, she  iti -es .im sarcastically while he
accus¢ her af " understanding him, by’ . tbav s »m 10 care about each other

aic Tre *Y Ruth and Beneatha areucie ol to each other, but Ruth doesn’t

nde stand Beneatha’s need tor =x, .o eself”—or why Beneatba would turn down a
re.., handsome husband. B. ea. a,< " .ier part, doesn’t see hg 7 RPwth con put up
with Walter. Ruth adrr e.anc ‘o7 &5 Mama; both share an/.. ‘erswans ng H>f the
difficulties2ntail=">by ~0t’ >rhood.)

(As studs® s & us. hera' donships between t . a A »o ier characters, the teacher—or
a student tribe mi_at jot some of the ideas.ao 1 o1 he arrows of a sociogram like the one
that follow.

Walter

Beneatha 4:’& TH Y —— Travis
| —

X | Al rights reserved
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Vocabulary Activity: Word mapping is an activity that lends itself to any vocabulary list. For
words that have clear antonyms, the following framework would be suitable:

Synonyms Anto yms
»
-~
Targt We d
N
Definition® - Word used.if .
your own wc_'s septance

Students mi¢ ! eniay  “ming up with variation/ or-*his. amework. For example, instead of
lif ‘ng’ nu vy, .udents could provide }.c dravwinc to illustrate the target word.

"9 veruuve Learning Activity: You' cay  ait Lo have all students exan ne-anioles of

w. maps for all target voce' diary v = 12in a lengthy vocabul2~ i, such. 5 th': one
provided in the Studeraci “fo pp. 23-53. One way to.a=<or \lisi “his is to assign small
groups responsibi! iy | >ra, words; each group_¢lec’ a1 hoi r who describes the

group’sa .ia.w bs o thadirge group, using ar. aer hac are :ctor.

Using Char ta' Attribute Webs

Attribute webs are simply a visu' ' re. “e¢se tauon of a character’s tra's.| =Ly =rGviue a

systematic way for tb sudu fs org .ze and recap th¢ nfc  .atic  ti. ".iave about that

particular characte! Attri. te :e'». may be used after read’ 9 ti .sto_or completed

gradually as inform. on v ‘olas—done individu' 'ly.ar fi ist. 1 a.'u group project.

One type of character web uses these categ: = s:

— How a character acts and f¢ .~ “Wh_ do" is/ner statements revea. ! & fe ‘nc.? What
does his/her behavior show' ot »ou...m/her? In a play—wkta.de he' naracter’s
gestures, facial expressions, i .e ¢. voice tell you abaut bis/0 2= ou ns?)

— How a character looks (What do clothing and pk™« qu. 21 »u about this character?)

— Where a character lives (In what sate, 1ei. 1bc  oc . does this character live? During
what time period?)

— How others feel about the charac.  (Wnat do others’ statements and actions show about
their attitude toward the characterr)

=]
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In group discussion about the student attribute webs and specific characters, the teacher can
ask for supportive evidence from the story.

Attribute webs need not be confined to characters. They can also be used to organize
information about a concept, object, or place.

Attribute webs are a kind of semantic mappina._Stu. nts c.. move on from attribute webs to
other creative kinds of mapping. They ¢ n b‘ er: »ur ed tr modify attribute webs and use
sub-divisions in whatever ways are usefu. o tt- m _»rsonally. It is important to emphasize that

attribute webs are just a graphic vy .re ora.ueas. They provide students with a tool for
helping them generate i¢ as=nd ¢ ‘nk Hout relationships amonq .. se ideas.
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