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Ramona’s World
Activity #2 • Lay of the Land

Use Before Reading

Getting the “Lay of the Land”

Directions: Prepare for reading by answering the following short-answer questions.

1. Who is the author?

_________________________________

2. What does the title suggest to you about the book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. When was the book written?

_________________________________

4. How many pages are there in the book?

_________________________________

5. Thumb through the book. Read three pages—one from near the beginning, one from
near the middle, and one from near the end. What predictions do you make about the
book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

6. What does the cover suggest to you about the book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Ramona’s World
Study Guide

page 1

Directions: Write a brief answer to each study question as you read the story at home or in
school. Use the questions to guide your reading and to prepare for class discussions.

Chapter 1, Pages 9-22
1. When does the story take place? 

2. How does Ramona truly feel about Yard Ape?

3. What is Ramona showing off to the other girls at school?

4. What does Ramona have to write about on the first day of school?

5. When Ramona writes her paper, what do you notice is wrong?

6. Who sits next to Ramona at lunch time?

7. What news does Ramona want to share with her mother as soon as she gets home?

8. How does Ramona feel about her first day at school?

9. What kind of club does Mrs. Quimby belong to?  

Chapter 2, Pages 23-38
1. What disappoints Ramona when she walks into the classroom on the second day of

school?

2. What makes Ramona decide that she does not like Mrs. Meacham?

3. How does Beezus feel about high school?

4. What is the name of Ramona’s favorite after-school program?

5. What is the one thing that Ramona is most proud of?

6. What game is Roberta playing with Ramona?

7. How do Ramona’s troubles vanish and seem unimportant?

8. How does Ramona think she is going to help Roberta as a sister?

9. What is Ramona doing in her head with different words that she is thinking? 

Chapter 3, Pages 39-55
1. Who is Beezus’ new friend from high school?

2. What is Ramona trying to do when looking in the mirror?

3. Why does Ramona feel that a best friend is what she needs the most?

4. Where is Ramona invited to go?

5. How does Mrs. Quimby know about Daisy’s family?

6. What kind of pets does Daisy’s family have?
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Ramona’s World
Activity #4 • Vocabulary

Chapters 2-3

mentally (23) familiar (24) scowled (24) dreary (25) 
stagecoach (26) glumly (26) inspiration (26) superior (27) 
enthusiasm (28) perched (28) multipurpose (28) agreeable (28) 
weary (29) crooned (30) corridors (30) coax (32) 
reluctantly (34) exaggerating (35) engulfed (36) astonishment (36)
scarcely (37) postponed (40) dietician (40) jumble (42) 
flapped (43) persuade (43) nuisance (43) loyal (45) 
abandoned (46) pleasant (46) gutter (48) limp (48) 
seized (50) upholstery (50) suppressed (52) whimpered (52)
contentedly (52) confided (54) smothered (55)

Directions: Choose 15 vocabulary words from the list and write each one in the middle
column of the chart. Write an antonym for each word in the left-hand column. Write a
synonym for each word in the right-hand column.

Antonym Vocabulary Word Synonym
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Ramona’s World
Activity #11 • Character Sketch

Use After Reading

Character Sketch

Directions: Think about the characters from Ramona’s World. Which character was your
favorite? Why? List the character’s qualities on the attribute web. (You may have made
attribute webs for several characters as you read the book. Use information recorded from
these webs to review the characters and select qualities to list on the attribute web below.)
Then use details from the attribute web to write a character sketch of your favorite character.

Acts

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

Feels

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

Looks

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

Says

1. ________________

2. ________________

3. ________________

4. ________________

Character
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Ramona’s World
Activity #14 • Literary Analysis: Problem Solving

Use After Reading

Problem Solving

Directions: In the story Ramona’s World, Ramona is faced with several problems that she has
to overcome. In the first column, write five problems from the story that Ramona has to face.
In the center column, write how Ramona goes about solving her problem. In the last column,
put yourself in Ramona’s place and write what you would have done to solve the problem.
Star your alternative solution if you believe it is better than Ramona’s solution. 

Problem Ramona’s Solution Alternative Solution

SAMPLE




