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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Chapter 12
Pages 196-210

Vocabulary traipsing menacingly 
transfixed adamant 
oblivious 

1. Although Papa’s leg was injured, what does he do as soon 
as he hears about Stacey and T.J. in the woods? 

2. What advice does Mama give Papa as he prepares to leave
the house? p. 197 “Not with the shotgun.” “Get Harlan Granger 
to stop it.”

3. What does Mama say is the cause of the fire? p. 199 
lightning  What is the real cause? Papa set the fire to save T.J. 
and Stacey.

4. What does Papa sacrifice in the fire? His cotton crop.

Writing Activities 1. Write a different ending to this story. This had an extremely
sad ending. Brainstorm other possible endings.

2. Write chapter titles.

Culminating
Activities 1. Reports on research on: Ku Klux Klan, share cropping,

tar and feathering, and tenant farmers.

2. Does this story have a hero? (Activity Sheet 6)
Could this story have more than one hero? Be able to justify your
answer with specific page references.

3. Explain the significance of the title. What other titles could
you think of for this novel?

4. What was the author’s message in this book? What is the
most important thing to remember about this story?

5. Summarize the story using the story map. Which type of
story map helps most? How would using a story map
help you as an author? (Activity Sheet 7)
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Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Activity Sheet 6

Causes Synonyms

Types Definitions

Results
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Activity Sheet 9

Simile Sometimes an author uses a simile to help the reader form an 
image.

A simile is a comparison between two things.

A simile uses the words like or as.

Directions Read the simile in the left column. List the two things that
are being compared in the right column.

Simile Objects being compared

1. Before us the narrow, sun-splotched 1.  road, serpent
road wound like a lazy serpent dividing
the high forest bank of quiet, old trees...

2. ...a bus bore down on him spewing 2.
clouds of red dust like a huge yellow
dragon breathing fire.

3. I squinted, shadowing my eyes from 3.
the sun, then slipped like lightning
down the pole.

4. When Papa saw us, he began running 4.
swiftly, easily, like the wind.

5. ...the tat-tat of the rain against the 5.
tin roof changed to a deafening roar
that sounded as if thousands of
giant rocks were being hurled against
the earth.

6. The bus’ left front wheel was in our 6.
ditch, its right wheel was in the gully,
like a lopsided billy goat on its knees.

7. A caravan of headlights appeared 7.
suddenly in the east, coming fast
along the rain-soaked road like cat
eyes in the night.
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