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Skills and Strategies

Literary Elements
Foreshadowing, climax,
figurative language, theme,
characterization, setting,
point of view, genre, conflict

Writing
Journal, recipe, poetry, letter,
newspaper article, motion
picture pitch, short story

Comprehension
Main idea, cause/effect,
predicting

Critical Thinking
Compare/contrast, research,
evaluating decisions,
brainstorming

Listening/Speaking
Interview, oral presentation,
discussion

Vocabulary
Definitions, synonyms/
antonyms, glossary

Across the Curriculum
Social Studies—cartography,
passport; Art—whittling, painting,
caricature, sketch; Health—
water safety, heart health;
Science—plant identification
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Chapters 1-7

Dallas and Florida Carter are “trouble twins” at the Boxton Creek Home for Children, an overlooked
facility managed by Mr. and Mrs. Trepid. The Trepids are lazy, tired, stern, and easily frustrated by
the Carter twins’ antics. After many bad placements and nights of planning an escape on the
night train, the Carter twins discover they are going to spend the summer with an elderly couple,
preparing for and accompanying them on big adventures. Horrever, they will each go on a separate
trip, meaning they must be separated for three months.

Vocabulary

veering
basin
wrenching
snare
ramshackle
unkemp
rimmec
1oatry

1 fit
dricuted
gopher
inevitably
forgiving
inha’

coc d
COWE
tentat,
gestured
deposited
reservation

canvas
splayed
ushered
winced
propelled
delinquents

Discussic™ Qus ... as
1. What ai vour ir. impressions of Dallas’s and Florida’s

persc ali s? “swers will vary. Dallas seems to be a thinker
a 1a can_ v Florida is feisty and spa~'s her mind. While Florida
2a. v« s the worst in difficult sitt. “on. Dallas tries to make the
ost vy them. For exam»le, wl= “loi a a. ' Dallas are served an
anidentifiable mush foi_ dini v, . las_retends that the “meat”
chunk is a juicy stec’ Fiide o' ever, declares that the chunk is
“chopped-up car¢ e, .o 1 ground tree bark with a dash of hog’s
blood” [p.« 5). Bouy, 1w ntionally and unintentionally, break the
Trepic™ "m. .. ‘Cound unfair rules. The twins are each other’s best
fri ds' :dzooceach other for emotional [ 1d »2oralsupport.)

.. Desc W the novel’s opening se*'i 1y Vhat < ) you think about

t > way the Boxton Creek '"ame¢ »r C ilaren is run? How do
vallas and Florida t-cl abt uti in, ‘here? (Answers will vary.
The children’s he ais po sk pe and is run by the Trepids,
who are short-te... red, 7y, ured, impatient people. They create
an oppress’ ¢ utmo.  rae wnrough endless rules and punishments.
Runwon p s anu talking are just a few ofthe ~.oesoat
ma  ¢otu ckiT7 i trouble. Many chir en V. 10 neda e hoine

‘o Aot ve or foster families, L *Da s\ A E rida, after many
v uccessful placements, ha ¢ b ther. ongcr than any of the other

Auldren. Social workers neor. v v. “the rnome, and there is no
longer a doctor or. ~ta" Th_ ler. b oj tume a child has spent in 1.
Home deterni ces b v fu. © m tue front of the Home their .1,
space will be. llas. ad Fiorida live in the very bac'swThe el
stifled, /. -ate ara unloved and want.to run ay v

era 'S7 'y Morey talk about how' :ir ‘e . be
lit  nt . chey moved. What dee” el 'isC sion tell you
sout cheir home? (Thelive/ i a rv.:l area and have for
,-ite some time. They hav. ‘o ul wats rrom a well since they do
not have tap water ar" iop Jo.. ot heat since they do not have
electricity..They« wun. tain  cat they want to keep living this way
and some_ me! visr. or. adern conveniences.)

4. Why do you think Dallas an<" Flo: . k¢ p tc " under the floorboards? (Answers will vary.
Dallas and Florida have a tende, .t ge.  ngry at night. This may be because the meals provided
by the Home are insufficient and/or ause Dallas and Florida have often been punished by being

deprived of dinner.)
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. Why do Dallas and Florida try not to think about their experiences in foster homes? What do
you think of Dallas and Florida’s time with the Hopper family? (They had looked at these places
as potential homes, but every family treated them poorly. Answers will vary. The Hoppers accused the
Carters of wanting to steal their money, not considering that the twins were curious five-year-olds
who had probably seen very little money in their lives. As a little girl, Florida felt she was not good
enough for the Hoppers even though the truth is that the Hoppers were not ready for children.)

. What are Dallas’s and Florida’s first thoughts when # = T »pids.tell them that they are going
to have a new temporary placement? Why do tk® wvit. © spois! as they do? What do you
think life will be like at the Moreys’ home?« “oric. is war, of foster parents after enduring so
many bad placements. Dallas’s exciten. t fi "a< sib._advd cure outweighs any concern he might
have about potential problems. The icea" a t 1t langadoon captures Dallas’s active imagination.
Answers will vary.)

. What keeps the twins' . ‘ci 19 . .e night train and leaving etc  they can be placed with
the Moreys? (Dallasiis cv. ous souc the trip and conviaces E'" "2 tc. 20k the pamphlets again
and think over wl' tt. v w_ . Florida agrees and reaiizes = ats. is  terested in the boat trip.)

. Predictic’ . r.ow| ‘ig i life at the Morey hom« o -dii rei. .om the twins’ previous
exparand in/ oster homes?

)lementary Activities
.~ Figurative Language: As1 ure2d  _novel, complete the M€ >ODh. s a7 Limilcs chart on

page 27 of tlf . gui.e. Exa ol [ Similes—“Sun slanted .. if ¢ po. ght were aimed on the
bird” (po™)- “& av. Ja. walk like a crab scuttlineaci s ti oc.an floor” (p. 8); “yellow
pairt urle n cipdT.ae peeling skin” (p. 8; T ete ho “lorida’s room: grimy, dark

dung. 0 (p. 7); -ie Hoppers’ home: heazari( \17)

. Social § -s/Writing: The twins are gu - live with a couple who will ta - 2 ¢ them
on a trip. Using a world map, sh® w> _iere~ u think Rutabago ¢ d K7 1g= »or.r ght (xist.
Use your imagination to cre. =t fa¢ s about each locatio:™ ant vri 4 p ‘ragraph
describing them

Wo0IssD|D-9|BUIG « $ONPOIY SHUN [SAON |GPPROJUMO(

19

o 9SUDD,

All rights reserved

© Novel Units, Inc.

N



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product * Single-Classroom User License ©

All rights reserved

Directions: When you read something you think might be important later in the novel, write

Clue Log

it down. See if you can solve the novel’s mystery.

Page

Clue (event or item)

have something

N
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Character Web

Directions: Complete the attribute web below by filling in information specific to a character
in the novel.

His/her statem
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