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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Chapter 7, pp. 38-43

Vocabulary
whickering  zinnias  marigolds  feverfew  
dahlias  columbine  nasturtiums  tansy  

Discussion Questions
1. Prediction: Notice how the chapters start. When do you think this chapter will take 

place?

2. Who are Matthew and Maggie? (neighbors) Have you met them earlier in the book? 
(No, but there is a reference to Matthew and his mail-order bride, Maggie, on page 
8.) Why? (They must live some distance away and not be able to visit often.)

3. Why did Sarah’s eyes fill with tears? (She misses her brother and aunts in Maine. 
She is reminded of the feeling when Maggie visits and recognizes Sarah’s loneliness.)

4. Was Anna right about the chickens? (yes) How did she know she was right? (Sarah 
wanted to name the chickens, making them pets. It would be hard to eat a pet.)

5. What is special about Sarah’s garden? (She is putting down roots and will try to 
grow some Maine flowers.)

6. How does Papa show he likes Sarah? (He brought her the first roses of the summer.)

Chapter 8, pp. 44-50

Vocabulary
sly squall  pungent  milled  

Discussion Questions
1. Prediction: Why has Caleb been worried throughout the book? What signs has he 

seen? What are some other signs he might see? (You can look back at Chapters 1-7 
to remind yourself.)

2. Why do you think Sarah wants to learn how to ride Jack? (Answers vary, but may 
include the idea that Maggie inspired her to gain some independence by going into 
town by herself.)

    3. What is Caleb’s reaction to Sarah’s request to learn to ride? (alarm; He is afraid 
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4. What does the family do to prepare for the storm? Fill in your answers on the left 
side of a T-chart. Then fill in the right side of the T-chart to detail how you would 
prepare for a summer storm.

5. What did they see after the storm? (hail on the ground; “Like sun on glass. Like the 
sea.”)

6. How would you describe hail? (Answers vary.) The author used a simile to describe 
the hail on page 50. What is a simile? (A comparison using “like” or “as.”)

Chapter 9, pp. 51-58

Vocabulary
scuttling 

Discussion Questions
    1.   Prediction: How will the story end? Support your answer with clues from the book.

2. What are some of Caleb’s suggestions to keep Sarah with them? (get sick, tie 
her up)

3. Why did Sarah kiss them all when she went on her first solo wagon trip to town? 
(Answers vary, but may include ideas that she cares for them. Kissing is also an 
appropriate good-bye gesture.)

How Sarah, Jacob, Caleb and Anna How I would prepare for storm
prepare for storm

• fix the roof

• collect the animals in the barn

• assemble the family in the barn 
during the storm
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    4. Anna makes a comparison between Sarah going to town in the wagon and the 
        wagon that took her mother away. Find that recollection and read it aloud (p. 54). 
        Fill in the Venn diagram about the two wagon trips.

  How do Venn diagrams vary as to the positioning of the two circles? (The greater the 
  amount of similarity, the greater part of the circles will overlap.)

Same

sunny weather

similar days

wagon leaving the house

Mother

Mother never
came back

Sarah

Sarah returnedVocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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