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Chapters 4-5

After reaching Tiburon, Lily and Rosaleen find refuge and work in the home of August
Boatwright and her sisters. Lily invents a tale to explain why they are in Tiburon. The
Boatwright sisters introduce them to their religion, which revolves around the black Virgin Mary.

Discussion Questions
Vocabulary 1. Discuss Lily and Rosale« ’s ¢ rivalat the Boatwright home, and
pith cqmpare/contrast tl, Tea s, !jhey ﬁr§t see Augus_t working
sixth sense with her bees ¢ Wok. 7 like ¢ i’A/rlcan bride.” Bo.th Lily and
corrugated Rosaleer. ve (oo "l'l} aute -L.lly becausg of the szgh.t of August
paranoid and P<sar. a b arsc her mouth is sealed with snuff. Lily realizes
meander AC ruse c th worman who makes the Black Madonn.a Honey and
consolation her ves e has found a key to hef s S past. Lily feels they have
ambrosia mees the right place; Rosalfw“ is s otic and wond?rs what they
naive e doing there. .]une ar .. Mc Bo. wri_ it respond fo L.lly’s knock on
bona fid the door and think they. ve me o0 buy hone.y. Lily interrupts
visilant 2roros Rosaleen wheﬁ’sh wures to. vplae about the plctu.re of the black
i A R Madonna ariale S onyher no't to say anything about the
lect picturear ( o il hother. Lily is not yet ready to talk to August
abcut o backer und. She is enjoying the paccful refuge of the
R — 29 wrig home and wants time to vin A ve. .o she will not

be.ser ack to Sylvan.)

2. Examine infc.ma’ onoh60 e Black Madonna' tatu/ ar ar 'yzc Lily’s reaction. (Lily sees
the ca==_ »ta comun i the corner of the Boc wrigi =" <lor. "he statue is nearly three feet tall
and ' fotals dla . 1icr right arm is raised, anc  r fi. ers . closed in a fist. The statue is not
dresse.. ike 1 Mudonna on the honey lak -, Jut' 'v re. izes that this is the figur<"» the picture.
She feei. " vn to the statue and belicves " ck..ury knows all about her bu_ <t~ cc ‘s her.
Answers will vary, but this scene 1’ ea: Libv's< if-analysis: a lying; aurd ns “hatefi! perscn who
hates herself for killing her mic_ et ow' ‘er, the statue also gives hei op  .aty 1e nas inner

goodness and beg=  The atu causc. Lily both to love ai " he aers. ©)

3. Discuss the Bo. wrigl. wC. 0 and the correlation b¢ w0 t. =0 and the epigraph’s
depiction of a b col: 1y. (Answers will vary. “i1e<_ue, lov. 2 Boatwright women comprise u
“colony.” August is ...C m..oriarch, i.e., the ¢ et b - Ju. nd May provide the support [ ise- ne
teaches at the high school for black students . d plc_ = the cello for dying people iv="wir' mes ind
at the hospital. May does the cooking / .u .wous vak.y

4. Discuss Lily’s explanation ¢ i« anc¢ or .een’s arrival in Tiburon,” d ¢ aly. ae
Boatwrights’ individual reac or  Her explanation mixes a litt’ o uth ' :d . ny lies. She tells
the truth when she says that h. motner died when she < s lii le .t i osaleen was their
housekeeper. On the other hana, what Lily says about the. g ~wam=ai ne way Rosaleen incurred
her injuries, her father’s death in a tractor accident t© nor_ be, ‘e, the authorities’ plan to send
her to a home, her plan to find her Aunt Bernic ™ Vii_ 7ia, « .d the need for money for the trip are
lies. August knows she is lying from+he . art; nd' a1y 1wows that Rosaleen has been beaten. June
confronts August about Lily’s lies a. he eew. ».a _rt the authorities about the “runaway girl.”
June resents Lily because she is' it a,. oes not believe that they owe her anything. August
wants to give Lily time to confide". em .rid believes they can help her.)

5. Examine how Rosaleen and Lily aaapt to life in the Boatwright home. (Lily feels as if she
belongs with the Boatwrights [though she resents June’s hostile attitude], but living with them
makes her self-conscious about her whiteness and causes her to recognize her own prejudice.
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11. Analyze Lily’s statement, “My chest hurt from feeling things” (p. 98), and note her solution.
(She is unable to go to sleep and begins to wonder if T. Ray is concerned about her and if he realizes
how badly he treated her, even though she actually believes he is thinking up ways to kill her. An
intense yearning for her mother consumes her. She pictures herself climbing into bed with her
mother and putting her hand on her heart as they exchange loving words. Rosaleen interrupts her
“dream” world and tells her she must accept her mother’s death because she is not coming back.
Lily replies that she can feel her mother at the Boatwrights’ « 1d knows she has been there.
Rosaleen, who is not sure whether Lily’s mother left ' <. = s ti ¢ Lily might find out something
she does not want to know. As a solution to her.bea, che, L “giv>s” her mother to May’s wailing
wall by writing her name, Deborah Oy s, ¢ va ‘ece f pape and placing it in a crevice
in the wall.)

12. Prediction: What will Lily leg"a ai ut °r wother?

Supplementary Activitie.

1. Sketch one of the™ 'lov ag: 1) the Boatwrights'¢ ouse” v, e ¢ thi_sisters (¢) the statue of
the black Mary!

2. Working 1a sm. - coup, research the Waili g Wali » Jerusalem and present an oral report
tor sl

2 C tin e to add to your Metapho! ai1. _., les chart. Similes—“(Augist) looked like an
Africiic bride” (p. 67); “night s« me 'iki L1 inkblot” (p. 101); Meti 'bas—*"ps of
veehives: postage stampg 1 vhit skiie (p. 79); June's mouthy - ~t vutte thole (p. 83)

Chaptc . 6-

Lily meets ne’s oyi.iend Neil and the Dapa™ter. f M. 7. She learns the story of.the wooden
statue of M. 7z« K.a. Our Lady of Chains, ¢ ‘d«" =e1 the Daughters’ religious er=se. *ly and
Zach, a black ceenager employed by / ug f, 101 a close working a=d per . ' 1ciatic ashio.
June and Neil have a falling-out

— 1 " ise. sion Questions

Vocabula 1. Discuss Neil, his¢ »lations ip ith | ..1e, and his interaction
ngenious with Lily and:Rosa" »e1. N il is rincipal at the school wl© .. Tunc
rgmises teaches. Thoy: e r. = bec. June’s boyfriend for years. sh = usas to
Eolace marry hiz“* he ‘ed «. jument between Neil and ' 1e. 'n. = in

cloister il ac( sing Tunc , being afraid of ma. ag~ ‘s s I\ wing, June
bordello o sati e never come back. After Net.  in »duc .. to Lily and

0° 1, he asks them where they ¢ ¢ jrom ad . ow long they plan

consignment . . .

mitesg stay. Lily provides only" cou le < .5 an.wers before leaving the
. L.ouse to evade further ques. i =)

deciduous '

2. Examine the storv ot dur . dy of Chains” and its significance
to the Da sht' s ¢ M. = (August says that in the days of slavery,
slavé. xay 1a_ .an nignt for deliverance. A slave named Obadiah

found the wooden figure of a i’ <k v. = wil. plifted arm and clenched fist, washed up on the

riverbank. He believed the statue 2. sen. @ God and took it to the slaves’ praise house. An old
slave named Pearl proclaimed the s. e to be the mother of Jesus. The slaves believed she
understood their suffering, and they painted a red heart on her breast so the people would have
something to touch. Their belief in Our Lady of Chains filled them with fearlessness and defiance
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Character Chart

Directions: In the boxes across from each of the feelings, describe an incident or time in the
book when each of the listed characters experienced that feeling. You may use “not
applicable” if you cannot find an example.

Lily Auqu ﬂ ﬂlay Rosaleen

Frustration

Humiliation

Relief

. asuaommssop-qﬁu!g o 10NPOI{ GSHUM [9AON 3|qOPROJUMO(] o

Empathy
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Character Attribute Web

Directions: The attribute web below will help you gather clues the author provides about a
character in the novel. Fill in the blanks with words and phrases that tell how the character
acts and looks, as well as what the character says and feels.

Acts | Says |

1. A
VS o . /
/
3. P 3.
[
¢
A
——
Loc <s Leels
s w of
1. 1. Pu '«
2. 2. _ o
3. 3.
4, 4
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