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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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5. What are Judd’s dog training methods? (Page 35, He keeps his dogs lean and mean. He
doesn’t name the dogs or develop any personal relationship. He either calls them or kicks
them to go away.)

6. Why is Marty “so mad I can’t see” on page 35? (Answers vary. He disagrees with Judd’s
treatment of Shiloh. He is frustrated that he can’t change the situation.)

7. Notice the sentence fragments in the book. Why are they accepted? Is there an
understanding as to the complete thought?

Supplementary Activities:
1. Start a story map to record the events of the story. (See page 11 of this guide.)

2. Brainstorm different meanings for the word “case.”

3. Start an attribute web to record what you know of Marty’s father.

4. Writing: Consider how Marty could solve his dilemma about Shiloh and Judd Travers.
“My advice to Marty is...”

Chapter 4 (Pages 37-45)

Plot Summary:
Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty. Marty decides to keep the dog, building a pen for 
the dog.

Vocabulary:
warden 38 feeble 39 shadbush 42

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. What is Marty’s dilemma while on the route with his father? (conflict between respect

for adults and their property and supporting what is right and humane, especially as
regards the dog Shiloh)

2. What additional information about the Prestons revealed in this chapter helps to
explain their life style? (The family contributes money for Grandma Preston’s care. Money
is scarce in the family; there is no money available for feeding and keeping pets.)

3. “Ma knows me better’n I know myself sometimes...” Explain these words from 
page 40.
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4. How does Judd taking his dogs hunting contribute to the story plot? (Shiloh runs away
to Marty. Marty decides not to return Shiloh to Judd Travers and builds a shelter for
Shiloh.)

Prediction:
How will each of the players in the story react to Marty’s keeping Shiloh?

Judd Travers:

Ray Preston:

Mother:

Dara Lynn:

Becky:

Supplementary Activities:
1. Compare yourself to Marty. How are you similar and different? Fill in a Venn diagram.

You Marty
Same
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Supplementary Activities:
1. Shiloh gives all the Prestons lots of love. Write a short paragraph to support (or deny)

this statement. Use examples from the book.

2. Fill in a graphic organizer about pets.

Miscellaneous Ideas: Definition:

What they give the
owner:

Examples:

Pets
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Culminating Activities

1. Choose a vehicle to summarize the action (plot) in the story. You may use a story map,
a game board with each significant action occupying a square, a story pyramid (see
page 33), or a paragraph explaining the organization of the story.

2. What makes a character memorable? Map your ideas using webs or other graphic
organizers. These questions may help spur your thinking: What book characters do
you remember? What do you remember about them? Do you have a vivid picture in
your mind of them? Were your memorable characters similar to someone you know?

3. Why was Shiloh the 1992 Newbery Medal winner?

4. Choose your favorite chapter to dramatize.

5. What is the moral of the story? Defend your answer.

6. What new facts did you learn from the story?

7. Use the spinner below to choose a writing activity.

8. Design a poster for Shiloh. What will you emphasize? How will you utilize color, line,
shape, space, and texture?
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