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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension
Creative thinking, identifying
attributes, inferring, predicting,
supporting judgments

Literary Elements
Story mapping, characterization,
conflict, setting, theme, point
of view, author’s purpose,
figurative language, genre,
suspense

Vocabulary
Synonyms, word maps,
definitions, sorting

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, oral presentation,
interviewing, drama

Writing

Creative writing, personal
narrative, dialogue, poetry,
essay, report

Critical Thinking

Brainstorming, research,
compare/contrast, cause/effect,
fact/opinion, analysis, evaluation

Across the Curriculum

Social Studies—family
relationships, history, legal
rights, Clara Barton;
Geography—map;
Science—mental disorders,
agoraphobia, health,
psychology, color vision
deficiency, body language,
ethics, brain anatomy, bath
bombs, bird migration; Math—
computation; Art—illustration,
design, models; Music—
soundtrack




3. Geography/Math: Create a map of Heidi’s bus trip from Reno, Nevada to Liberty, New York.
Chart the bus stations mentioned in the novel, and guess at those stations that “blended
together after a while” (p. 135). (The Greyhound Line’s Web site is a useful source of
information. See their “Station Locator” at http://www.greyhound.com/home/en/
Location/Locator.aspx [active at time of publication].) For each stop along the route, include
a brief report about the town. Finally, compute how many miles Heidi travels.

4. Science: Research reasons why people lie. On a sepax e ¢ 1eet of paper, complete the
sentence below and write several paragraphs exj = ain,_ = ur ui swer. Use what you learned
in your research to justify your explanatior

Honesty is the best policy because __

Good—-Blue

Heidi is homesick an< ' s p zsic iy ill when a storni nod > o b1 neservice and she cannot

get in touch with Be.nau e.  seorgia Sweet, an 18-yeai 1d. ave agto college in New York,
helps Heidi, a® Jd11eic “e<1s as if she has found a & .. Re thii_J ciberty, Heidi discovers that

o

o
[¢]
£
3
o
a
her mo= 7w, sto n, put her lucky streak wins | . fa _to Hilltop Home. :;
L z
L @ obular Discu'sic. Ques’ ons 5
Y y “7h_ do Heidi consider going ho® 2 v .4t 10w sates her to S
puckered ke'p song? (Heidi is sad and hor:ick; 0 "_n so that she forgets %
mental . original reasons f=goin' «w ‘be. 1 W.ien she hears “soof,” Heidi 3
hum:? ~ | remembers that sle nec's t. nov abcut her past.) e
Natgm 2. Why is Heidi b€ red - tric 1ies she told Alice Wilinsky? What o
distor d does she d¢ o sori w Lier feelings on the matte . Heidi doesn’t 3
retchex like pa'mc. 5 hy sne lied. She knows that“tru o a . ad lies ‘E
lull are| 1d” p. 107, She worries not so n..ch al ut aataA' ¢ thii.ks of g
cogs . tal ut what her own actio. say. oi. er: aracter. To sort out 3
intertwined b thoughts, Heidi makes a v si.t:.* “T, 1gs« nnow About Lying.”) 3
resemblance . . L )
ignite 3. .Vhy does Heidi ¢t sick? VI. = dc = ua think is the main rea o
anxiety for her illness? (leidi, 's  wile, about lying, is homesick, ==+ o
queasy panics when s« an._ reac.  ‘ernadette. The coffee she buy  ca . orts 3
: her at firstsbuc Fer o hile the smell makes her ev' v, are °
grmy . ' ey p
inconsolably auseal (. Answ.  vill vary, but Heidi’z ick=coss | Lustlikety a
't 0, ert nic about being in a strang.  ac_ . oeing able
9 1. " boaadette.)
4. Alice was “a teller” and Geor a is “an asker” (p. 125, Sxyp ainn ..a 1eidi means by these
labels as well as the difference between the two. (As*er <l wint st in other people and can
draw a shy person into a conversation. However, aske. -an' 0 b. considered nosy. Tellers may bore
others by talking about themselves, but t 2ir ¢’ .. ca. someames be a welcome distraction to a
person who wants to avoid thinkinghou_‘his < he. 'wi. problems.)
5. Why doesn’t Heidi miss her. he '. » ou agice that “you can’t miss what you don't
remember ever having” (p. 12¢, . ‘ncc 2idi never knew her father, her life feels normal without
him. Answers will vary but should 1. de that sometimes, as in Heidi’s case, a person feels cheated 3
out of a piece of his or her personal history. S/he may feel like there is something missing due to the 5
absence of something or someone. In this way, it is possible to miss something you never had.) b
=
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6. What makes Heidi think “certain things that seem to happen by accident don’t really
happen by accident at all” (p. 129)? Do you think this is true? (Heidi believes if she hadn’t
gotten sick from lying to Alice and had been able to reach Bernadette by phone, she may have missed
meeting Georgia and getting the idea that “soof” could be her father’s name. Answers will vary.)

7. Why do you think Heidi feels envious of some people who know exactly who they are, yet
she is happy for Georgia? (Answers will vary, but students chould realize that Georgia makes Heidi
feel safe after Heidi has felt so lost during her trip. Even< aui 1 Geergia does not feel lost like Heidi
does, Heidi is happy that Georgia knows herself. She' = is u. = Geo.s 'a is her friend, and Georgia’s
certainty about things reassures Heidi.)

8. Why does Heidi think she knows mc¢ abo® ¢ ¢ orgia than she does about Mama? Do you
think she really knows more abot. Ge. zic “.nswers will vary. Heidi probably feels she knows
more about Georgia because Geo. ‘a 1. blc_ 9 speak and communicat= uch better than Mama,
so Heidi is able to write. 7 v, .tk oo Georgia. However, Heidi  m. 2 be suffering from an
illusion of intimacv==ith' 2ors  wnom, in reality, shahard! .. ~w: “tuc its may note Georgia’s
quick departure f m- 2 st .nd even go so far as to swgg. “the Ge .gia stole Heidi’s money.
Heidi prob< . o’ s 2 about Mama—her moodavher wpr. vic s, and her personality—than she
realizes. F < cor=ec. ;1 with Mama is actual intii acase on experience and time spent together.)

¢ A ‘his on...n the story, does Heidi ¢ Ma»a »a0 Bernadette more? (Answers will vary.
Av. uc - Heidi is homesick and needs ernudef s voice to reassure her, M« probably needs
Bernadette more because she.cen’t_lie, her neadaches by herself.)

10." Prediction: What will H i di=co . _¢ at Hilltop Home?

Suppler. ntar, \c¢ ‘iuos

1. Creati. Tk king/Art: Georgia compa; s the h' =“n'prain to a watch, and ” cruadette
compar.  .vJlama’s brain to a mac'"= »w__.. 0 HKen parts. Create a moda™nr ¢ L 3wt
represents the human brain as a 2« n2ni .. object similar to er.uer ¢ thise,

2. Science/Drama: P© ~rci hoG lan, «ge and what hun' ns ch: ug. = averbal
communicatio. Wo. ng af_ ms, prepare skits that d& on :ate' e use of nonverbal
skills, and then ~rfor  you: skits for the clas®. Afterv ara dis s as a class what the sk
was about based <" 2rvations of bodylang gc.

3. Comprehension: Create a list titled “Thir’ ! K. v About Heidi.” Compare vo=lic 0O
Heidi's list of “Things I Know About’ . iglc “wec..” Then write a paragrap! on wo . ¢
explains why Heidi feels th:  'espi the" duierences, she and Ge. » . at “I' e the two
yellow ducks in the Memor, ga 2"\ = _7/).

4. Compare/Contrast: Create a. cturc of Heidi arriving'n Li*er. == = - Y _k. Compare and
contrast your picture with th e of classmates. Discus. v} theri= jarities and differences
come from details provided by the novel or from¢™« Jait lic ‘n by readers’ imaginations.

Pretty—Hot
At Hilltop Home, Heidi meets Ellic w0 s and calls her “soof.” Thurman Hill, Elliot’s father
and owner of Hilltop Home, accuses' = 1i 0. veing someone else and wanting money. When

Mr. Hill is called out of the room, Ruby insuccessfully checks the files for the last name “It.”
Then a sheriff enters the office, and Heidi runs. Roy Franklin, who is both the sheriff and Ruby’s
husband, calls Bernadette, who agrees that Heidi can stay at their house for the time being. Heidi
is exhausted and glad to have found such nice people.

[y
N
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Directions: Choose a character from the novel, and complete the chart below. Cite evidence
from the story as you fill in information.

His/Her

Statements

Character Web

His/Her
Thoughts

His/Her
Fears

N
o)}
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Sociogram

Directions: A sociogram shows the relationship between characters in a story. Complete the
sociogram below by writing a word to describe the relatiorships between the characters.
Remember, relationships go both ways, so each line re” :iri 5 a descriptive word.

Zander

Franklin

Ruby
Franklin

)
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