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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com



SPEAK

by
Laurie Halse Anderson

Student Packet
Written by
Pat Watson

Contains masters for: 1 Prereading Activity
1 Study Guide (4 pages)
4 Vocabulary Activities
6 Literary Analysis Activities
3 Comprehension Activities
4 Unit Quizzes
2 Final Tests (two levels)

Plus Detailed Answer Key

Note
The hardcover edition published by Farrar Straus Giroux, New York,
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assess the appropriateness of this book for the age level and maturity of
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Name ________________________________
Speak

Activity #5 • Vocabulary
Use After Reading Pages 141-198

tenacious (142) database (142) profoundly (143) genetics (146) 
dominant (148) recessive (148) bichon frise (149) muse (152) 
suffragettes (154) incriminate (157) quantum physics (158) ciao (162) 
delinquency (163) graffiti (175) indentured servitude (177) detonate (180) 
perverts (186) dormancy (188) shards (195) mural (196)

Directions: Place an “X” on the appropriate line to indicate whether or not the italicized
word is used correctly in the sentence. If your answer is “no,” briefly explain why.

Yes No
Example: The tenacious captain refused to leave his sinking ship.    X_    __

1. He called a database to arrange a blind date. ____ ____

2. The audience was profoundly moved by the memorial service. ____ ____

3. The study of genetics tells the story of creation. ____ ____

4. A dominant gene is the more powerful genetic factor. ____ ____

5. A recessive gene can produce surprising physical characteristics in 
a person. ____ ____

6. The bichon frise occurs when the temperature drops below 
32 degrees Fahrenheit. ____ ____

7. A person might find inspiration from a muse. ____ ____

8. Suffragettes support the idea of male superiority. ____   ____

9. When accused of a crime, a person may try to incriminate
someone else. ____ ____

10. Quantum physics involves strenuous exercise. ____ ____

11. “Ciao” can be used as a salutation or a farewell. ____ ____

12. Only juveniles are involved in acts of delinquency. ____ ____

13. A person may express concealed anger via graffiti. ____ ____

14. Indentured servitude is not a binding arrangement. ____ ____

15. Only trained personnel should be allowed to detonate explosives. ____ ____

16. A person who is profoundly shy is gregarious. ____ ____

17. Seeds often lie in dormancy until a soaking rain occurs. ____ ____

18. People should be aware of undetected shards after breaking a glass. ____ ____

19. A mural is designed to be framed and hung in a small space. ____ ____
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Name ________________________________
Speak

Study Questions
page 4

Pages 168-198 “Fault!” through “Final Cut”
1. *What does Melinda write on the bathroom wall? Why do you think this is

significant? 

2. *Why does Heather come to Melinda’s house? What is the result? Why is this
significant?

3. What steps has Melinda taken to improve her life?

4. What happens when Melinda talks to Rachel? Describe the interaction between
Rachel and Melinda when Melinda tells her about the rape.

5. *What does Ivy show Melinda in the girls’ bathroom? What does this tell you about
Andy Evans?

6. How does Melinda compare her survival with the diseased tree? 

7. Explain what happens in the final confrontation between Melinda and Andy.

8. *What happens in the denouement? If you were Melinda, would you feel optimistic or
pessimistic about your future? Explain your answer.

© Novel Units, Inc. 11
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Name ________________________________
Speak

Activity #11 • Story Map
Use After Reading

Story Map

Directions: Record the setting, characters, and problem first. Then follow the arrow to the
plot line to record the increasing conflict and incidents leading to the climax. Note the
turning point and resolution.

© Novel Units, Inc. 17
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Problem Identified

Characters Introduced

Turning Point Incident

End of
Conflict/Relationship

Setting Described

___________________
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Activity #14 • Comprehension
Use After Reading

20 © Novel Units, Inc.
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Using Dialogue

Directions: Choose some dialogue from the book to investigate. Fill in the chart to evaluate
the purpose of the dialogue and whether or not it is effective in moving the plot along.

Investigated
Dialogue on Pages

__________

Who is speaking?Extra Credit—extra bits
of dialogue I

remember from my
outside reading

What is special about dialogue?

How is the plot advanced
with these words?

What does the dialogue tell you
about the characters speaking?Stu
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