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Skills and Strategies

Thinking Vocabulary
Research, compare/contrast, Word maps, definitions,
pros/cons, analysis, creative parts of speech
thinking, critical thinking,
brainstorming, predicting Literary Elements
. Setting, conflict, simile,
Comprehension metaphor, theme,
Cause/effect, summarization characterization,
foreshadowing, point of view
Writing
Poetry, essays, journal entries,  Across the Curriculum
speeches, letters Art—collage, caricatures,
sculptures, painting;
Listening/Speaking Drama—reenactments;
Discussion, oral presentation, Music—dance, song lyrics;
public speaking Math—manipulatives, songs;

History—research; Science—
research, archaeology




Characterization

Directions: In each oval, write an adjective that describes the character’s personality. Then fill
in each rectangle with a detail about the character that illustrates that part of the character’s

personality.
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2. Art: Have students review some of the poetic language the author uses to communicate how
Leo feels about Stargirl. Then have students write a poem or make a collage that expresses
what it feels like to be loved.

3. Literary Devices: Students should continue to analyze and interpret the analogies they
locate in the text. Similes—“tension rising like fizz in a soda bottle” (p. 78); “her
multicolored skirt looked like a pinwheel taffy” (p. 88) Personification—“the earth will
touch us;” “universe will speak;” “stars will whispezr” ‘.. 1) Metaphors—“the beacon of her
smile” (p. 95); “the sea of tables and eaters” (p.

Chapters 19-21, pp. 100-118

Leo discusses his conflictis g emotic s a ut otargirl with Archie. Sta©_ 1l continues to advance
in her oratorical competiti. . Si ‘ai + 2aches Leo how to “see” ai.  shi es with him some of
her secret ways of figze' 2 ¢ - w it people might nec \as I© o© <o =s _.argirl’s pupil while
observing people at/ .'le. m. 1.

Note: Fe'aw. ¥ is; trauslation for the Spanish t = n. on page 104 of the novel: “It seems
M B¢ loc. s« ictim of a ‘shunning’ b’ his.<lassr ces at the high school. The main reason
fo. the hu ning’ is Mr. Borlock’s love  te. s, o ar very own Ms. Stargirl«"72 is in search

€ aestions.”
717 Disé ssion Questions
Vocabuigry 1. why isn’t Leo satisficd w1 A hic advice about Stargirl?
o ' W (Archie advises L. 1. orc*ar 1l if he’s only concerned with
exce mur ate (1ov) \ , . ,
ambl. (10 be.zng popular ’,nw 0 Wets to be with Stargirl and still have
mahog. = 102) friends. pp/ (O0-10.
derelict (104) 2. Wht ac » Arch® "ask Sefior Saguar: for ¢ .c. omns rat er tian
revel (107) ns. 1S?7 Vhat does this say akout @e ' 7 0our Oowil problems
snit (108) ‘ v litc “jould you be aski g f¢ juel o1 answers? (Answers
blotter (112) v wvary. p. 104)
facetiously (111 3. After consulting' .fi«’ Sa, 1a1  Arcuie tells Leo that there ic
really only ¢ =au tio. © staxe: “Whose affection d¢' /0!
value more, hers or the others’?” Do you = ree « disagree that this is the maw=ql a0 at

hand? If you were in Leo’s place, he' . our vau answer this question? (A1 wa . wi. ).
p- 104)

4. Discuss the types of conflici “h-  sfers often face in literature ersc  vs  elf; person vs.
society; person vs. nature; p. ,on vs. person, etc. Thea dictu. = vp (s) of conflict Leo is
currently facing. (Answers wi. vary. Students should dis_ :ss 20’s iat< nal conflict and how
external pressures, such as popularity and friendship:y ‘th' e =re affecting the conflict.)

5. Describe some of the ways that Stargi® aff< s 20 1d tiie way he views life. (He laughs out
loud for the first time, he begins to¢ 2 th wc {1 in_iffeent ways, etc. Discussions will vary.
pp. 106-111)

6. If getting credit isn’t Stargirl’s . 4 -ati . for doing kind things for others, what is her
motivation? Would you do kind . ags for others if you knew you would never be
recognized or thanked in any way? (Answers will vary. p. 111)
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7. Contrast the ways that Leo and Stargirl view the world around them. Whose perspective on
life would you rather have? (While Stargirl sees the little things around her—notices on bulletin
boards, people who rent romantic movies alone, ants, etc.—and does things for people without being
thanked, Leo sees the things that are meant to be noticed—Ilike the newspaper articles rather than
fillers—and has a hard time comprehending why Stargirl wouldn’t sign her name to a card or gift
she left for someone. Answers will vary. pp. 106-118; throughout book)

Supplementary Activities

1. Creative Thinking/Journalism: Stargirl shares wi_  Leo . ~ sh¢ would make decisions if she
were editor of the Mica Times. Havestude® .. ret d thai they are the editor of a local
newspaper. Ask them what kinds of = cis:0r5" ey .voul. make and what types of stories
would appear on the front page. 7 rer. ha' 9 udents submit a page of potential headlines
for their newspaper.

2. Art: Have students dra.  cax atv + or the woman (Clarissa) S 'git :nd Leo follow while at
the mall.

3. Literary Damices: € a. =s-—“words...burrow like tin, gy aw ting the rain of my maturity”
(p- 103);/ voice... ~atural as a raven’s caw ¢ a coy. 2's nowl at midnight” (p. 106); “as
pr . ast irs grader with a star on hie' upc(p 1095); “search...like a prospector digging
fc gol ' (p. 113) Metaphors—“tha.sj = ra’ " Une creature’s voice in the wild” (p. 106);
“Si_ s bendable light” (p. 127); © he was .he Johnny Appleseed ¢ 1vose change” (p. 117)

Chapters 22-.~ | »~« "' .58

Leo visite® “uig /st wuse.2 d they kiss for the fi t«ir. . § -gi’ makes a banner proclaiming
her love i Leo 1d' »sts it on the school’s maj . »wulle 1 buard for all to see. The shunning
intensifies” - Le , and he begins to treat St igirl di »ranay. They have a long ¢/ iversation

1 o

regarding hi.  Csire for her to be mora e 1 oone.

‘ Dic 1s. n ,uestions

L is intrigued to see a bow’ ¢. air « 1 a wagon filled with
_<bbles in Stargirl’s roonmi W at ¢ “hese objects say about
Stargirl’s persona..rvi ’h *it( s do you have in your cmm

Vocabular:

coasting (122)
cooed (125)

bedroom tha v . me. g about your personality? / ns crs
morale (127) will vary, hut . uld . 2gest that Stargirl has emotic< .. “ar_ rse. as
extravagance (130) well as  ne:s. pp. 20-121)
stoking (130) '
torrent (131) 2. . gl e ontinues to fall for Stargi. he 'so < .tinues to
gumption (133) e’ ered by the shunning at ¢ (100l: © hac never realized
hermit (136) »w miuch I needed the tter io. ¢ 1e.s to confirm my own
presence” (p. 126). Do ¢ tl ok thoi (nis statement is true for

you? for most peoplt = or « :w, cople? Explain your opinion.
(Answers 2ill va© .

3. On pages 127-128 of the novel,T »st an_ize somne of the statements the students make
about Stargirl. Do you agree’ :di 1, »< witli __.e students’ opinions? Why do you think
they hold these opinions? (An. 2 wi. ary, but can refer to students who may feel guilty for
being unkind. Rather than seeing he s selfless and themselves as selfish, they prefer to make her
into someone who desires credit, the spotlight, glory, etc.)
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