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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com
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Taking Sides
Study Guide

page 4
Name ________________________________

Chapters Eleven, Twelve, and Thirteen
1. Who helps Mrs. Mendoza and Lincoln fix the door damaged by the intruder?

2. What does Tony send Lincoln in the mail?

3. Why does Lincoln scream when his mother touches his hurt knee?

4. What does Lincoln observe Coach Yesutis doing in the cafeteria?

5. What does Monica give Lincoln before she heads off to algebra class?

6. Who tells Lincoln that the coach was wrong to treat Lincoln badly?

7. What does Lincoln do to tune out the coach as he gives the pep talk?

8. What does Lincoln do to kill time before the game?

9. Does Lincoln’s mother understand when he tries to tell her about how unfairly the
coach treats him?

10. Who does Lincoln argue with before the game?

11. Who does Lincoln refer to as a menso?

12. Is Lincoln glad that the Franklin team is beating his school?

13. During what quarter does the coach finally let Lincoln play in the game?

14. Who wins the basketball game?

15. Who steps in when the coach turns and grabs Lincoln?

16. Why does Mrs. Mendoza want Lincoln to hurry up and shower?

17. Does Lincoln feel happy the morning after the game?

18. Who picked up the tab for the pizzas Lincoln ate with his friends?

19. Why does Lincoln owe Tony four dollars?

20. What does Tony plan to give Lincoln for Christmas?

8 © Novel Units, Inc.
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Taking Sides
Activity #9 • Literary Analysis

Use After Reading
Name ________________________________

Compare and Contrast 

To identify with the characters in a story you need to understand how they look, feel, act,
and what they value. 

Directions: In the space provided, draw a picture of three characters from Taking Sides. Write
the character’s name in the box above his or her picture. Below each person’s picture,
complete his or her description by using adjectives. After you complete your descriptions
compare them to a classmate’s. How are your descriptions similar to/different from your
classmate’s? Do you agree or disagree with your classmate’s descriptions? Post the papers on
a bulletin board for the rest of the class to view.

16 © Novel Units, Inc.
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Taking Sides
Activity #13 • Critical Thinking

Use During/After Reading
Name ________________________________

Exploring Characteristics 

Directions: Imagine Lincoln is one of your best friends. What do you like about him? What
makes him a good friend? What does he do to make you like him? How does Lincoln talk to
you, treat you, and treat your other friends? Write down the traits and behaviors that
describe Lincoln. Now answer the same questions about yourself. How are you the
same/different from Lincoln? Do you think Lincoln would like to have you as a friend?

20 © Novel Units, Inc.
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Taking Sides
Activity #17 • Art
Use After Reading

Name ________________________________

Create a Map

Directions: Based on information from the book, create a map of the places described 
in Taking Sides. Some information is provided in the story, but you will need to use your
imagination for the location of other sites. Include a key and a scale for measuring distance.
Your map should include the following places: Columbus Junior High, Franklin Junior High,
Cornell Elementary, James’ house, Lincoln’s house in Sycamore, the thrift store, and Tony’s
house. In addition to the places above, use your imagination to include at least three of 
the following: bus route, police station, churches, public library, fire station, and other 
retail stores.

24 © Novel Units, Inc.
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