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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Decision-Making Grid

The decision-making grid below is supposed to make it easier to find the best solution to a
problem. Give examples of other questions you should ask yourself when you are trying to
“weigh” different solutions. Then fill in the grid for the following problem: My best friend has
been telling lies about me. See if classmates agree with the solution you decide is best.

Problem Criterion #1 Criterion #2 Criterion #3

State the
problem.

Will the solution hurt
someone?

Will it make me feel
better?

Solution #1

Solution #2

Solution #3

Solution #4

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Chapter 4 “My Brother the Bird”

Vocabulary
helium  motorcycle  pollution  cooties  
perched  squirmed  hollered  peroxide 
disgusted  

Vocabulary Activity
Match each of the definitions below with a word from the vocabulary list above:

• body lice (cooties)
• cry out; shout (holler)
• sickened; offended (disgusted)
• light nonflammable gaseous element (helium)
• man-made waste; contamination (pollution)
• twist about like a worm; wiggle (squirmed)
• roost; sit high above (perch)

Discussion Questions
1. Why do you suppose the author titled this chapter, “My Brother the Bird”?

2. On the New York City map, trace Peter’s trip to the zoo. He lives on the west side of the
park and has to walk to the east side. What do you think are the advantages and
disadvantages of living in New York City? Use a T-chart to list these.

3. Why doesn’t Peter like Sheila? (“She’s a real know-it-all...most girls are! The worst thing about
Sheila is the way she’s always trying to touch me. And when she does she yells, ‘Peter’s got the
cooties’” [page 24]!)

4. Why were Jimmy and Peter happy to hear Mrs. Hatcher agree to let Sheila babysit or watch
Fudge? (They would be rid of Sheila and Fudge and they would be free to play secret agent.)
Why was it unusual for Mrs. Hatcher to trust Sheila? (She never trusted anyone with her dear
little boy.)

5. While Jimmy, Peter and Sheila were fooling around, what kind of trouble did Fudge get
into? (Fudge tried to fly like a bird on the jungle gym and knocked his teeth out.)

6. Why do you think Mrs. Hatcher scolded Peter for not watching Fudge? Why didn’t she hold
Sheila responsible? (“You said Sheila was in charge. So how come you’re mad at me and not at
Sheila? ‘I just am!’ my mother shouted” [pages 37–38].)

7. What dreadful thought did Peter have about his mother? (“My mother’s the meanest mother
in the whole world...She loves Fudge more than me. She doesn’t even love me anymore...Maybe
I’m not her real son” [page 38].) Have you ever had thoughts like this?
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s, 

Worksheets
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8. Can parents make mistakes and have bad days? Can children make mistakes and have bad
days? How can parents and children work out their problems? Complete the Decision-making
Grid on page 12.

9. How did Peter know his mother was his real mother? (His mother apologized.)

10. Do you think Fudge learned anything from this incident?

Prediction
Look at the chapter title of “The Birthday Bash.” Whose birthday will this be? What will happen?
What do you think a bash is?

Supplementary Activities
1. What would Peter have written in his diary after his terrible time in the park? Would most 

of his thoughts be about how terrible Sheila was, how his mother had treated him, or about
what a terrible little brother he had, or a combination?

2. Make a chart of dangers that three-year-olds may get into. Each member of the class makes 
a survey and the results are charted.

3. Write an ad for babysitters. List the qualifications, the job description, and the pay.

4. Write a list of advice for babysitters. Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets




