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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Note
The text used to prepare this guide was the Dell Yearling softcover, copyright
1972 by Judy Blume. If other editions are used, page references may vary slightly.
Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age level and
maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it with your class. 
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Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.
© 2013 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of this publication is limited
to the terms of the Single-Classroom User License for a maximum of 30 copies. No part of this publication may
be translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted or shared in any way or by any means (electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc.
Reproduction of any part of this publication for multiple school terms, an entire school or for a school system,
by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers, or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited

Novel Units is a registered trademark of ECS Learning Systems, Inc. Printed in the United States of America.

ECS Learning Systems, Inc. recommends that the purchaser/user of this publication preview and use his/her
own judgment when selecting lessons and activities. Please assess the appropriateness of the content and
activities according to grade level and maturity of your students. The responsibility to adhere to safety
standards and best professional practices is the duty of the teachers, students, and/or others who use the
content of this publication. ECS Learning Systems is not responsible for any damage, to property or person,
that results from the performance of the activities in this publication.
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Name______________________________

Activity: To use imagination 

The Best Elevator

“It’s an old apartment building. But it’s got one of the best elevators in New York
City. There are mirrors all around. …There’s a soft, cushioned bench to sit on if you’re too tired to
stand.” (page 2)

What would you do to make the elevator even better? Draw a sketch of the elevator, and
include the changes you would make. Describe your changes in writing, and tell why you
would make them.

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Student Worksheet #4

Chapter 1
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Name______________________________

Activity: To make a comparison; to do research

New York City

“I’ve never been mugged. But sooner or later I probably will be. My father’s told me what to do.
Give the muggers whatever they want and try not to get hit on the head.” (page 27)

Because of its large population, more crimes are committed in New York City than any
other city in the United States. However, the crime rate—the number of crimes committed
for every 100,000 residents—is actually lower in New York than in many other cities.* 

New York’s crime and drug addiction problems are closely related. About half of the drug
addicts in the United States live in New York City. They commit many of the city’s burglaries
and attacks on individuals to get money for drugs.*

What is the crime rate in your community? Is there a crime and/or drug prevention
program? Find out from your local law enforcement agency. Compare your community to
New York City in the areas listed below. (If you live in New York City, compare it to another
city of your choice.)

New York City My Community

more crime than any other U.S. city ___________________________________

high crime rate rate of_________crimes per___________

large population of drug addicts  ___________________________________

$4 billion/year on welfare programs ___________________________________

1-1/2 million people living in poverty ___________________________________

serious racial conflicts ___________________________________

* Source: Information Finder, 1994 World Book, Inc.

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Student Worksheet #13

Chapter 4
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Name______________________________

Activity: To state and justify an opinion

Advertising

Mr. Hatcher takes the boys to the advertising agency. A television commercial will be made for
the Toddle-Bike Company that afternoon. The following quotations have been made about
advertising. Read them carefully. Choose one quotation and explain in your own words what
it means.

1. “Advertising is what you do when you can’t go see somebody.”—F. Cone
2. “Few people at the beginning of the nineteenth century needed an adman to tell them

what they wanted.”—J. K. Galbraith
3. “I do not read advertisements—I would spend all my time wanting things.”

—Archbishop of Canterbury
4. “It used to be that people needed products to survive. Now products need people to

survive.”—N. Johnson
5. “Advertising has done more to cause the social unrest of the twentieth century than

any other single factor.”—C. Barnes, Jr.
6. “You can tell the ideals of a nation by its advertisements.”—N. Douglas

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing
Student Worksheet #30

Chapter 8
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