


ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com

•
 D

ow
nl

oa
da

bl
e 

N
ov

el
 U

ni
ts

®
Pr

od
uc

t •
 S

in
gl

e-
C

la
ss

ro
om

 U
se

r 
Li

ce
ns

e 
•

Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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  Thinking
       Identifying attributes, research,
       compare/contrast
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       symbolism

  Writing
       Journal, personal narrative, 
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September 8-September 15, pp. 64-92

Vocabulary
    Catholic (64)                 wake (64)                      rosary (66)                  migrant workers (71)
    magnificent (71)           cathedral (71)                gangstas (72)              pendulum (72)
    partitioned (73)             exhibits (73)                  Fräulein (73)               affliction (73)
    vaulting (79)                 chaos (79)                     disintegrating (79)      sinkhole (79)
    geologist (83)                recapture (83)               agitated (83)               surveys (85)
    coincidence (87)           brigade (88)                  ominously (89)            conjunction (90)

Discussion Questions
        1. Why is it important to Paul to be around Joey? (Since Joey feels worse than Paul, helping Joey 
             makes Paul’s problem seem small in comparison. Paul is being a good friend.)

        2. Why do you think Paul finds it odd that, at the funeral, the conversation with the 
             Costellos is light? (Answers will vary.)

        3. What does Joey want to ask Paul? (if he wants to go to the carnival with him)

        4. Why do you think that Paul obsesses about what he could have said to Kerri? (He likes her 
             and wants her to like him, too.)

        5. Why would it be comforting for Paul to know that something around Tangerine has a history,
             and that something actually belongs here? (Answers will vary; Paul wants to know that 
             Tangerine has substance, that everything in it is not fabricated or human-made.)

        6. What does Joey tell Paul about Tangerine Middle? (The students carry guns and belong to 
             gangs.)

        7. Why do you think that Paul is so fascinated by the people in the freak show? (He relates 
             to the people in the acts because he thinks that his poor eyesight was caused by some freak 
             accident that he cannot remember.)

        8. Why does Mom get so upset about the kids in the truck? (None of them are wearing 
             seatbelts.)

        9. Why is Paul called to the office? What does Paul do? (They are trying to determine who 
             vandalized the “Wonders of the World” show. Paul tells them the culprits were Tangerine 
             Middle soccer players.)

      10. Why do you think Paul is so concerned about ratting on the guys from Tangerine Middle? 
             (He is used to being around Erik and knows how Erik retaliates when someone rats him out.)

      11. What is happening to all of the portables? (They are falling into a newly-created sinkhole.)
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      12. Discuss the events surrounding the sinkhole. How does the sinkhole affect Paul’s life? What 
             might the sinkhole symbolize? (Paul and Joey help students escape from a sinking portable. 
             Many people are injured. Half of the bleachers at the football stadium sink a little and are 
             condemned, which means the number of fans in the stadium may be smaller at the next football 
             game. The foundation can no longer support all the buildings. CNN covers the story and Paul is 
             disappointed that the sinkhole looks so small. He feels brave for helping students escape. He also 
             will have to go to another school, probably Tangerine Middle. The sinkhole could represent the 
             conflict between humans and nature. Lake Windsor is full of unnatural buildings and lakes. On the
             surface it looks pleasant, but underneath, it has no depth or support.)

      13. How do you think Paul feels when Gino tells him that the rules about soccer eligibility have 
             been bent for other people in the past? (He probably feels isolated and irritated by the idea that
             people think he is too handicapped to play soccer. )

      14. Why does Paul want to go to Tangerine Middle School? (He wants to play soccer; he won’t 
             have an IEP there and will be able to play.)

      15. Do you think Paul means it when he tells his dad that it’s okay that he doesn’t pay much 
             attention to him? Discuss how much time parents should spend with their children. (Answers 
             will vary.)

      16. Why does Paul say that the heavens opened up for him? (He sees the sinkhole as his miracle; 
             because of it he can go to another school and get a chance to play soccer.)

Supplementary Activities
        1. Media: The story told by the media about the sinkhole is different from the actual story. Ask 
             the students to account for these differences. Discuss with them the possibility that the media
             is monitored and censored. How could this affect the public? What do they think should be 
             done about the possibility? 

        2. Science: The portables are swallowed up by a sinkhole that is part of a cavern system. Discuss
             how caverns and sinkholes are created. Use clear pans of dirt, water and straws to show how 
             water can affect the ground. If there is a cavern nearby, this would make a great field trip.

        3. Journals: When disaster strikes, Paul jumps in to help. Ask the students to consider what 
             they would do in an emergency situation. 

Part 2
September 18-September 22, pp. 95-123

Vocabulary
    menacing (95)              impression (95)             disinfectant (99)          inconsistent (103)
    integer (104)                 offense (106)                defense (106)              combatants (108)
    jeering (115)                 frenzy (115)                   intimidation (115)       mercifully (117)
    upended (117)              unobstructed (118)       berserk (119)              momentum (120)
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