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Thinking
Identifying attributes, research,
compare/contrast

Comprehension
Predicting, cause/effect,
problem solving, evaluating

Vocabulary
Target words, application,
synonyms

Listening/Speaking
Class discussion, debate, small
group discussion, drama

Skills and Strategies

Literary Elements
Characterization, similes,
metaphors, foreshadowing,
symbolism

Writing
Journal, personal narrative,
persuasive, letter, poem

Across the Curriculum
Science, media, physical
education, history, art
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Character’s ﬂ Character’s Fears

Statements

Character’s
Thoughts
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Decision

Result

Cause/Effect Chart

Result
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September 8-September 15, pp. 64-92

Vocabulary
Catholic (64) wake (64) rosary (66)
magnificent (71) cathedral (71) gangstas; 72)
partitioned (73) exhibits (73) Fra=ii 2 (0 3)
vaulting (79) chaos (79) « ateg ng . 9)
geologist (83) recapture (82) a¢ ated (¢ )
coincidence (87) brigade (88, ym..ousi, (89)

Discussion Questions

1. Why is it importan. 2 ¢ "tc »e s ound Joey? (Since Joey fee.  wo.
makes Paul’s preblen: 2er. man in comparison. Pzul is ko wa ¢ od,

migrant workers (71)
pendulum (72)
affliction (73)
sinkhole (79)

surveys (85)
conjunction (90)

» than Paul, helping Joey
nd.)

2. Why deou'th ik aultinds it odd that, at the fui rai, Ye  bnversation with the

Coste s is lig  2/Answers will vary.)

2 Wi ac Cjoey want to ask Paul?. (if 1e2wmatsita o to the carnival with him)

4. v..iy do you think that Paul « ses. - a . what he could have sai¢ to'arri2“He likes her

and wants her to like h* ., .J0.,

5. Why wou @it K : comtc = for Paul to know #7at so” .. 'ng rou .d Tangerine has a history,
and ot s¢ el tually belongs here? “Ansvors' Il ve v Fuul wants to know that
agerir ha Ui Lnce, that everything in i noc br. 4 or human-made.)

6. Wt .dr , Joey tell Paul about Tang¢ ine Mia =" .(1he students carry guns ¢ .a nelono-to

gang

7. Why do you think that. Pa is' fas inated by the peopole’ » the -ec  ‘ho' ? (He relates

to the peoplec . ac. bec se rie thinks that his poor _yes  t wa
accident tha e ca. ot = .1iber.)

“auscu by some freak

8. Why does Mc. = ~‘upset about theids = the =t =k? ' Jone of them are wearinc

seatbelts.)

9. Why is Paul called to the ~fice? \' 1at doe. > ul do? (They are tryi q to.dete .ie<vho

vandalized the “Wonders » We " s Hw. Paul tells them the culp

Middle soccer players.)

W 200 he

10. Why do you think Paul is s concerned about rattin_ on' ne yuys.. om Tangerine Middle?
(He is used to being around Erik and knows how Eril" vec i . wiicii someone rats him out.)

11. What is happening to all of the por: bles™ (v w  :falliig into a newly-created sinkhole.)
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12. Discuss the events surrounding the sinkhole. How does the sinkhole affect Paul’s life? What
might the sinkhole symbolize? (Paul and Joey help students escape from a sinking portable.
Many people are injured. Half of the bleachers at the football stadium sink a little and are
condemned, which means the number of fans in the stadium may be smaller at the next football
game. The foundation can no longer support all the buildings. CNN covers the story and Paul is
disappointed that the sinkhole looks so small. He feel="xra > for helping students escape. He also
will have to go to another school, probably Tang:« e Iv. 2. Ti. sinkhole could represent the
conflict between humans and nature. Lake-" ~dsc s full ¢ unnatural buildings and lakes. On the
surface it looks pleasant, but underi ath, 't k. 20" pth< support.)

13. How do you think Paul feelswh G » v~ him that the rules about soccer eligibility have
been bent for otha” peanle’ the as.. (He probably feels isolats~ nd irritated by the idea that
people think he is tc. “ari tar_ 1o play soccer. )

14. Why does P& 1w tt ¢ o Tangerine Middle 5choc  (H. va. s to play soccer; he won't
have ¢« > ths e ¢ !'will be able to play.)

1542 ¢ thit [ Paul means it when he *#">hi .u hacit’s okay that he doesn’t pay much
atte tior o him? Discuss how mact o0 a5 should spend with their children. (Answers
A ary.)

6. Why does Paul say thi the hec +* s'opened up for him? (Ho‘ze. he sink Ole ¢s his miracle;
because ¢t he< .. gc_.ar :her school and get.a char=+*o L v sc -er)

Supplem~ = - A ‘iviyes

1. N dia: i >»s¢ y told by the media about” . sink »le 15 different from the actual story. Ask
the tud ts to account for these difff /ernices.” isauss with them the possibi', (nat the media
ism_ .ored and censored. Hoxwmau i affect the public? What dethey = 0 ho.'d be
done about the possibility?

2. Science: Thes ble. re’ alic..ed up by a sinkholt tha:  par xf o .ern system. Discuss
how cavern’ ind ¢ th. »s/i C created. Use clear paps® dir. wate and straws to show { »w
water can a1t the jround. If there is a ca’ rn.near y, . ‘s w _.d make a great field trij

3. Journals: When aisaster strikes, Paul jur. = n'« helg sk the students to consider| b
they would do in an emergency situatior.

Part 2
September 18-Septembel 2 »0.55-123

Vocabulary
menacing (95) impression (95) d fect t(v7) inconsistent (103)
integer (104) offense (106) ‘el se (1U6) combatants (108)
jeering (115) frenzy (17 ) timadation (115) mercifully (117)
upended (117) ung’ ttru. « ('8) werserk (119) momentum (120)
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