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Chapters 16-18, pages 133-159

Tea Cake knew jealousy, too, when light-skinned Mrs. Turner made it clear that she thought
Janie could do better than dark-skinned Tea Cake. When sh¢ tried to introduce her brother to
Janie, Tea Cake beat Janie—and so earned praise from«i ‘ric 1'd Sen-de-Bottom (“Uh person
can see every place you hit her.”) While claiming t¢. deic ing Nlrs. Turner from ruffians,
Tea Cake joined a group of brawlers wko wret... M. Turne s restaurant and drove her and
her family out of town. One day a pow  ‘ulitsic 1e Tauck und Janie raced with Tea Cake to
find high ground. While defending /" aie. an < Cious dog, Tea Cake was bitten by the
animal.

Vocabulary

droves (133) , s (133) be-rel (12 ) fanatical (136)
affron!” 130) criteria (138) nse. ate (. -8) deity (138)

oG ) indiscriminate 7 _J) ur ttainable (139) smite (139)

inn Cles (139) seraphs. (10 1) fanaticism (139) “nsmutation (139)
defilement (139) freeos (05) profusely (145) (0 6)
grotesques (147) try“14., procession (i 7) ~.crubim (149)
peevish (152 Shie...aes (151) osm’ (12 fugitives (153)
fio ares 73, mammoth (154) tu ule =4 55) preempted (156)
ob. ue( 7) massive (157)

Discussion Questions

1. Whydon jani nc ea ke leave when the seasom"s'o r? (1 v decide to stay since
they plan_ wori 1erc .gain the next groving seas n., lou.  .ey be better off if they
had left?

2. What are your impressions of Mrs. Tiw =r? ( rs. Ic aer is light-skinned, treats dar
skinned blacks with contempt, tri ing tiate sierself to Janie.) Why do y¢ sit 500
she is so prejudiced? £ < Jani mindthe. " (Janie is annoyed anc_ i tr < he coldly.)
What advice would yo ¢ “lai. = .0 how she should treat Mr. fur. - tiic niext time
she comes to visit? Hax  * . er been in a situation like ) e’ s?

3.  Why doesn’t Mrs. Turne like Booker T. Washingtc ? ( ae feeis b was “uh white folks’
nigger”—that he betrayed his people by encoura( ag = . >work harder and by aligning
himself with whites.) Why does she blame.hlac. »eop  for the race problem? (She says
that dark-skinned people hold othe  ba < frc  b. g accepted by whites.)

4. Why does Tea Cake whin Jar ‘F. wa. =t show Mrs. Turner and her brother that Janie
is his, off-limits.) Does th._ =r. nc 1 of anything? What do you think a husband
should do if he is jealous— he c.uesn’t like one of his wife’s friends?

P
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5. How does the disturbance at Mrs. Turner’s place start and why does Tea Cake join in?
(Some of her drunken customers start brawling and Tea Cake chases them out, telling
them that they should respect Mrs. Turner.) Are you surprised to hear him threaten to
take out anyone who doesn’t show Mrs. Turner resp. -t—when we know he can’t
stand her? (He is being sarcastic, and realizes he is. ai ng { » brawl worse by defending
her—just what he wants.)

6. What are some of the signs tha  bi_ st is. »mirn’ . (Some Seminole Indians pass by
and tell Janie that they are going . ‘ig’ qrc¢. .d because the sawgrass is blooming and a
hurricane is coming.) Whizdou Y't' 2 Cuxe follow the Indians’ example and leave? Is
he prejudiced? ‘e ~wsii e li ‘arns were smart, they would (= ~wn this country.)

7. How do Tea Cake nd' = Goers spend their time as#" »v vt fc he storm? (They
collectat 7 a« ke. =i g eating beans and biscuits ellirstc s, listening to Tea Cake’s
guitewlayic g1 cuon-can, and dice.)

8 .. HC :do Ja..e get out of the rushina w 2" St srabs the tail of a cow in the water.)
'he 2 could she have tried? [ es she owe er life to Tea Cake? (Yes; if he hadn't
I led the snarling dog on the ¢ «’s*"_x, he would have let go and baaa swept away.)

9.  Why does Tea Cake k' the ‘og  ‘Tric dog is getting ready to ~*tac st 2a Cake
kills him with his kn°.) Wha. o frightening about the ¢ 7" ‘2 islo< 2 arid growling
like a Loq, preocoly <ar 2 of his own terror.)

10. M7 etde cou..ou @ about the way the title pttasc s us |ircchis section? (It is used on
page ST .Gl _ibe the fearful people, w  iing he as the storm rages outside.)
\Vhat nouw.uns are captured by thativhra. ? (Tr phrase suggests terror, hela'sssness, a
i+ .ppeal for mercy.)

LuOO.ISSDlD-QlSU!S . ]DnPO.Id oSHUN |9AON 9|C|DPDO|UMOG .

11.  Would you have reacted di ere iy #2270 janie did in any pa  of tk , s¢ ion?
12. Prediction: What:«ill L -or .2 (ea Cake and Janianc. 2’V ‘1. «r ,blems will
they face’
Supplementar, ... .ities 8
o
Literary Analysis: Conflict )
Explain that conflict, or struc ~ drivi the lot. There are several type ‘e ¢ ~ic |
person, person against nature, 2rs. age. .. society, and inner confliz'xHa . stt =nts identify
at least three types of conflict’ st .ound Mrs.Turner fTheredis| == » £ ween her and Tea
Cake; she is a member of a soc_ tal subclass, oppressed . w/ tes but ¢ .liking darker-skinned
blacks; she undergoes inner conflict—her ambivalenc=" ‘b * /i raual identity.)
Research
® Learn more about Booki = W shi :tor -and why some African Americans such
as Mrs. Turner did% =ac 7. m.
;
<
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* Find out more about flip and coon-can and the other games Tea Cake and his
friends played while waiting out the storm.

Writing Ideas

1. Write a character sketch of Mrs. Turner. Begi™ y & ‘bing in detail her particular
characteristics. Illustrate your descripti== y i 2rring ) what she says and does. As
part of your sketch, write an ep »de 027 ow her< _er she has been driven out of
town. Your sketch should rey2al « ot & ou. .ne type of person she is.

2. Describe the thoughts gt xg ¢« .in" a Cake’s mind from the time he woke up and saw
Janie in the wat. t¢°. ~n_ me¢. when he killed the dog.

3. The narrator=oam, res  rs. iurner’s attitude tawarcd .. »r+ icai \mericans to the
pecking ¢ fer a . .l.enyard (page 138). De«cril ati ey _uobserved or read
abe” 0 el m. ot “insensate cruelty to4ase ou' = vhip, and groveling
su_ aissien'C o (hose you can’t” (page 12 ).'""at  the narrator saying when she refers
1 the most “divine emotic’. (page 12 ) and to cruelty as characterizing all
¢ ds who receive homage?

Chapter 1¢ pej<s i 9-7 50

White rfarc L 1ci Ca 2 to join others in burvingshe i diel =ft'sehind after the storm. He
andj 1ede lec o< raway, back to the muc  vhe au . the white people know them.
Onea Tea ke gyrew ill and Janie went f=the' »ctoi who told her privately tha*.the dog
that bit" =< .ke must have had rabies; b -+ "ar. . as dying. Half out of his ' n2-n th
final stagcs of the ilness, Tea Cake/ uisc a oup 't Janie, who shot h'm de="."\ -en-uef 1se. A

jury acquitted Janie, although =a’ “.e’s riends blamed her fora wr 2. / =“etstricaen Janie
held a big funeral «“7andi’ v it he = Cralls because she¢ as ©  be v 1C ", grief to dress
like grief.”
Vocabulary
dishevelment (162)  defensively (162) nsolidated (164)  serum< . M
loping (174) pal .(174] delirium (174) Ctly /4
relic (177) bai f\ 7) wanton (179)

Discussion Questions

1. Why do the white men call Tea Cake “Jim”? /¢ .Ci ~ w._ a aisparaging term for an
African American.) How do you imagine thair v e? (" 2y sound threatening, sarcastic.)
What would happen if Tea Cake i ‘us¢ to g ury the bodies? (These men have
guns. Tea Cake knows they w1 s hot. m.)
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