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Research

“Yam, the king of crops, was a man’s crop” (page 23). Find out more about the type
of yams grown in Africa. How are they like/unlike the s:veet potatoes and yams grown
in the United States? What are some good reasons< »r ¢ 1tincayams? What are some
ways to prepare them?

Chapters 4-6, pp..28-56

Summary: lkemmiu 2 b sir to feel like part of Cwon' vo. ari . Okonkwo is
punished k= the <urt goddess for beating one of' s\ ves Juring the Week of Peace.
Okonkw¢ »erata_ 7, gentle son, Nwoye, fo' theswva he cuts yams for planting, and

sh® o is. w0 at Ekwefi, his second w'.c, whuin 2 has just beaten for cutting some

lec =s1 »m a banana tree. There i a1 ¢ 14 a wrestling match.

Vocabulary
brusquencss Z . .oadicted 26 ndr’ J - communal 28
plat _ ordained 30 re er nt 1 valediction 32
a. wuiet. j = dynamism 34 arc ous >4 calabashes 36
rev. >d’ tentative 38 ~atuage 43 grar .ccs 46
bouv .7 disemhb = aG C 0

Discussion Questions

1. Whatdi the\ e = a.atthe kindred meeting nec whi.i he said “those
whose p. n ke els were cracked for® rernt by 1 b hevuient spirit should not

forget to be i e”? (He meant at™ “or. ~ happened to have good luc ar

success, but that didn’t give him tf.. qht" .act superior.) Do you thin'=2%0  wao
was “just lucky”? (He had w¢ xeu ha #2 uvercome his misfartune.) - > did
Okonkwo use “the |  aroi. osii /e thinking”? (He said “y = ¢ 4+ =" said
yes, i. e., he believed | h: -l

2. How did Ikemefuna a ‘ust to his new home: He' ras'._.iii  aiid homesick at
first, but Nwoye and Nwoye’s mother were kicd" 2 isi._.ped him.) How did
Okonkwo treat Ikemefuna? (He treated hir ‘wit. a heavy hand” but was
inwardly fond of him.) Do you ' ink’ kei »ft. 2 could tell that Okonkwo really
liked him?

3. How did Okonkwo ge. 21 ou with Ezeani? (Okonkwo beat one of his wives,
Ojiugo, during the Week ¢~ ace, when it was unheard of to beat anyone.) Do
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you think he was punished mostly because he hurt his wife or mostly because
he disrespected the gods and ancestors? (The priest agrees the wife was at fault;
apparently wife-beating would be quite acceptable during a different week.)

How did Okonkwo’s evil act affect his repu*a. »n n tko village? (People said he
had gone too far, that his good fortune ha— 1one his h>ad.) Do you think they
were secretly glad he had de” e so” i€ in¢ vronc

Why does Okonkwo threatan ™ br’ k. .voye’s jaw, strangle him, break his
head? (He is not satisfic"\wi_.thvay Nwoye prepares the seed yams.) Do you
think being su. . 7= =ec »ni’ , pushy parent will maka’.’v' aye turn out as
Okonkwo hooe.

To whick 'J. "0 Jay could you compare e’ ast [ tiie New Yam?
(TI inisgiv. o’ viwaanza, New Year’s De,, Wk dc¢ “a suppose food is so often
a | tcd rengious and holiday ce'abre = _ »f i kinds, everywhere?

I 1 you find any irony in Of ni. 5 rayers to his ancestors (nage 39) to
protect him, his childrc . ai ' t'&""mothers”? (He has just/ eat=a ¢« d shot at
one wife. He treats’ ve.yor biisnly.)

On pé¢ _=s 4 -4l _\  =* vidence do yousee th=-C 2 Ii  pe ples’ lives are

actroil A o, sun erstition? (Ezinma's twitc'“ng velic “micans she will see

some in_ U Livefi doesn’t answer “ye ort arc i C will be an evil spirit at the
oor.

Vi at are the tasks of the " aeranc girls in the village? (Thexi'a v Lo Xil,
weed the gardens, pleat ¢ 5 iilet.Cions and beans.) DG voul sl th Ture

happy with-*heir{ ves. Dc ' suppose all fath-=s it e 'ag * at their little
girlsas € onxn ot at  zinma and Obiageli—c:are. - me ~ore affectionate?

Why doe “kwe tell Chielo, “l canno in< 2 r ou. wiui which to tell the
story” (page .o,. Shestill can’t b “iave. kor. > shot at her.) Why does CF elc
say she thinks Ezinma will “stav”7". aere  ‘oula she go? (She means<"" £ 1m¢
has passed through the ages [ neii ch. “»od illness might haive killed' ~7—<he's
now likely to “stay” 1.« wlar. of 1 2 living.) How do you kri B an i cans
everything to her mc¢ he  “Fkweii sighs, “I pray she ste;S,” pc 24 ) Is the
priestess of Agbala as. ou expected?

What were the most exciting moments int" =" = . ~gnatches? (when a man

was thrown) How do you think these.matc s w_ e like/unlike those televised
today, for example the World \ res’ ng =a ation matches?

Prediction: Why willshe v e 01 Jofia be delighted with an invasion of
locusts?
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Supplementary Activities
Literary Analysis: Point of View

Point of view refers to the vantage point from which t e narrator views the action of
the story and relates it to the reader. In a first-n= ;0. 2 rrac e, the story is told from
the viewpoint of one person, usually the p=a ¢, racter. A third-person omniscient

narrator can “see over” everything' at| h-, ser. g a7 . into each character’s heart

and mind. A third-person limite< pc 1t ¢ vi-.v means there are some restrictions on
what can be seen; the narrat¢ \m¢ kr. v only what is happeninq to a few characters
in one setting.

Ask: From what == »t ¢ vie does Achebe tell t' > sto”, . Th. as .ull Apart? (third
person omnisci_at . yw 10 you know? (We are t¢ 1 & out 1e'inner feelings of many
of the ch’ aciers ‘c1cpe “sees” what is hapciiing |l ¢l the village.)

W. in/ Activities

1. Reread the descrir”.c roi _he onversation between Ek& ‘i a..0'C ieic on
pages 48-49."ev  te t' 2 scene from the first-person. oiri of iew (“I...).
Choose =it e=" e i Chielo as your riratc

25 wno A aranil sketch of someone ik aw. k' likes to act superior to
ithel  anc puts down those whaare't s su. essful. (Be sure to give the person
« i7" sous name.) You might fi. t==mari your thoughts by jottin/ cha=actir
truits and examples in a ¢ ap ic ke e one below.

3. Write the letter Ikeam: 1n. mic at send to his matht cur 9. - fir _ days at
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