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Things Fall Apart
Study Questions
page 3

Chapters 14-16

1.

w

Chapters 17-

1.
2.

Uchendu and his sons are generous and helpful to Okonkwo. If he had
committed an intentional—"“male”—crime, how might they have acted
differently?

What are “the nuts of the water of heaven”?

Why is Okonkwo so depressed?

What do you think is the purpose of the famil ing called by Uchendu,
pages 133-1357?

What frightening news about Abame does

Is Obierika serious when he tells Okonk
his sons—or himself?

The white missionary spoke throu i reter. What wa

this?

Why did Nwoye tell Obieri is not his father?
Prediction: What effec e arrival of the

the future lives of Ok 0, , and his children

How, to offer the mis the Evil Forest backfire?
Doy a was within hi rage Nwoye to forget
about his or had Nwo or himself anyway?

At first, why didn’t the clan wo e new church?

How was Mr. Kiaga able to k
admitting osu—outcasts?

What would Ok ng regarding the church?

rom foundering when it began

urch seem typical of the way he reacts to

elders at the feast voices his fears about the future
e “abominable religion” will have. What could this

possibly fores out Okonkwo’s return to Umuofia?

o]

© Novel Units, Inc.




Things Fall Apart
Activity #7 e Vocabulary
Chapters 20-25

Directions: Choose the words from the list that correctly complete each sentence.

If it hadn’t been for the
flooring, damage

sacrilege

pacification
might have been done.

lunatic

Okonkwo could not be vengeance

from his wish for expedient

estee

immine
Reverend Smith did not thi
policies of

accommodation

s desecrated
men to e hd of irreparable

w Ibo Lee————_—— -
remained silent and .
Long before r /Auoﬁa, Obierika had
that change .
Reverend S one in Umuofia in high , and many of
the Ibo considered 1im a
The District Commissioner had learned it was often most

to try to the Umuofians.
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Name Things Fall Apart
Activity #12 e Critical Thinking/
Decision Making ¢ Use After Reading

Directions: Two steps in problem solving are: (a) brainstorming possible solutions and
(b) measuring each against specific criteria. When Ezeudu tells Okonkwo that the
Oracle has called for the death of Ikemefuna, Okonkwo faces a problem: Should he
participate in the killing? Should he try to stop it? Help him solve the problem by

a) adding two more choices to the chart below

b) reading the criteria , and

¢) scoring each decision 1=yes, 2=maybe, or 3=no.
The chart has been started for you. &

Possible
Choices

!

ask the
Oracle to
reconsider

Is this the moral
thing to do?

stay home
while others
kill the boy

tell
Ikemefuna
to run away

Choose the decision you think Okonkwo should have made. Write him a letter of
advice telling him why you think he should make the decision you think is best.
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Name Things Fall Apart
Activity #15 ¢ Quote Analysis
Use After Reading ® Note: two-page activity

Directions: Below and on the next page are some quotes about themes which appear
in Things Fall Apart. Briefly explain how you think each quote applies to the novel. Share
your answers in small discussion groups or with the whole class.

1. “There are few things more dreadful than dealing with a man who knows he is
going under, in his own eyes, and in the eyes of others. Nothing can help that man.
What is left of that man flees from what is left of attention.”—jJames Baldwin

2. “Success is somebody else’s fai
dreaming because most peop

live wide awake in the terE

. “I read abou skimo hunter wh issionary priest, ‘If | did not
know about Godsand sin, would
not know.” ‘Then why,” asked the oe tly, ‘did you tell me?’ “—Annie
Dillard
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