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Name ________________________________
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Activity #1 • Prereading
Use Before Reading

Directions: Complete the following chart. Write what you think are the causes and effects of
poverty. Then write some possible solutions to the problem of poverty.
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Poverty

Solutions

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Effects
_________________
_________________
_________________

Causes
_________________
_________________
_________________
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Study GuideName ________________________________

Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Use your answers in
class discussions, for writing assignments, and to review for tests. Starred questions indicate
thought or opinion questions.

Book One: Chapters 1–3, pp. 5–38
1. What is the setting of the novel? 

2. Identify the protagonist and her brother and give two facts about each of them.

3. *What is the name of the tree in Francie’s yard? Why do you think this tree is significant?

4. *How do Francie and Neeley spend their Saturdays? How do you think they feel about
Carney and Cheap Charlie?

5. Identify Francie’s parents and give two characteristics of each of them. What are their
occupations?

6. *What is the ultimate ambition of the boys in Brooklyn? Why do you think this is
important to them?

7. How does Francie feel about the library and the librarian? What is her reading plan?

8. Briefly explain Johnny’s work habits and why the Union is important to him. Identify the
song he always sings as he is coming up the stairs. How does Francie respond to him?

9. *What is Johnny’s rationale for drinking? Do you believe this is the real reason he
continues to drink? Why or why not?

10. *What does Johnny own that he would never pawn? Why do you think he refuses to part
with them?

Book One: Chapters 4–6, pp. 39–54
1. Who are Flossie and Henny Gaddis? What is wrong with Henny? What three things does

Flossie do each week?

2. *Why does Francie grow uneasy while looking at Flossie’s costumes? Why do you think
this is significant?

3. Briefly describe Sissy. How does Francie feel about her?

4. *Where does Francie go with Maudie Donavan? What do you think this incident reveals
about Francie?

5. What must Francie and Neeley read each night? 

6. *How does the Nolan family react to Johnny’s arrival after work? What do you think this
reveals about the relationship between Johnny and Katie? between Johnny and his children?

7. *Prediction: Will Johnny overcome his drinking problem?

10 © Novel Units, Inc.

A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed

SAMPLE



A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Activity #9 • Character Analysis

Use During and After Reading
Name ________________________________
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Character Analysis

Directions: Label the boxes below with the names of characters who appear in the novel.
Working in small groups, discuss the attributes of the various characters. In each character’s
box, write several words or phrases that describe him or her.

SAMPLE



Name ________________________________
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

Activity #10 • Character Analysis
Use During and After Reading
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Feelings

Directions: Complete the chart below for Francie Nolan.

Describe Francie in the beginning.

Describe Francie at the end.

Event #1: Francie feels ...

Francie feels ...

Francie feels ...

Francie feels ...

Francie feels ...

Francie feels ...

Event #2:

Event #3:

Event #4:

Event #5:

Event #6:

Summarize important events in
the boxes below. Describe how

Francie feels after each one.
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn
Activity #13 • Comprehension
Use During and After Reading

Name ________________________________
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Conflict

The conflict of a story is the struggle between two people or two forces. There are three
main types of conflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature or society, and person vs. self.

Directions: The characters in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn experience some conflicts in the story.
In the chart below, list the names of three major characters. In the space provided, list a
conflict each character experiences. Then explain how each conflict is resolved in the story.

Conflict Resolution

Character:

Conflict Resolution

Character:

Conflict Resolution

Character:SAMPLE




