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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age
level and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
with your class. 
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© 2013 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part of this product
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content of this publication. ECS Learning Systems is not responsible for any damage, to property or person,
that results from the performance of the activities in this publication.

Publisher Information
For a complete catalog, contact—

Novel Units, Inc.
P.O. Box 97

Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:
ecslearningsystems.com



Table of Contents

Summary .......................................................................3

Introductory Activities ..................................................3

Twenty-Two Chapters...................................................9
Chapters contain: Vocabulary Words and
Activities, Discussion Questions and
Activities, Supplementary Activities, 
Predictions

Post-reading Questions and Activities .......................40

Teacher Information ...................................................41

Books on Ships and Sailing.........................................43

Assessment..................................................................44

Thinking
Brainstorming, classifying 
and categorizing, comparing
and contrasting, evaluating, 
analyzing details, problem 
solving, synthesizing, making
judgments, decision making, 
making generalizations

Listening/Speaking
Participation in discussion, 
participation in dramatic 
activities

Writing
Chapter titles, narrative, 
journal

Vocabulary
Synonyms/antonyms, using 
context, multiple meaning 
words, root words, prefixes/ 
suffixes

Comprehension
Predicting, sequencing, 
cause/effect, inference, fact 
vs. opinion, reality/fantasy, 
story mapping

Literary Elements
Character, setting, plot 
development, irony, conflict, 
figurative language, 
suspense, foreshadowing

Skills and Strategies

•
 D

ow
nl

oa
da

bl
e 

N
ov

el
 U

ni
ts

®
Pr

od
uc

t •
 S

in
gl

e-
C

la
ss

ro
om

 U
se

r 
Li

ce
ns

e 
•



© Novel Units, Inc. 13

A
ll 

ri
g
h
ts

 r
e
s
e
rv

e
d

•
 D

ow
nloadable N

ovel U
nits

®
Product •

 Single-C
lassroom

 U
ser License •

characters and sometimes the writer shifts the point of view from one person to
another. Who tells most of the story of The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle?

Prediction:
What troubles will there be for Charlotte?

Supplementary Activities:
1. Writing: This novel does not have chapter titles. After students complete a chapter,

they will write a suggestion for a title. In cooperative groups, or with the whole class,
these titles will be shared. The group may vote on the best title. These chapter titles
may become part of the bulletin board.

2. A story map is an outline that helps you to understand and remember the story better.
What do you know about the story after reading only the first chapter? 
•  What is the setting? •  Who is the main character? •  What is the problem?
As the story is read, more characters may be added and the setting and the problem 
may change, so additions may be made. Fill in the story map that follows on page 14.

Chapter 2—Pages 16-26
Vocabulary:

ferretlike  16 succumbing  18 permeated  18 decrepit  19  
compliance  20 deputized  20   vermin  21 vexation  21 
marlinspikes  22 chaotic  23  trepidation  23   dirk  25  
scrimshaw  25  rasping  26  incomprehensible  26

Vocabulary Activity:
Students will make predictions about how the author will use the vocabulary, such as setting,
characters, problem, action, and sailing vocabulary.

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Why was Mr. Keetch an unattractive host on the ship? (page 16, small man shabbily

dressed; unsmiling, nervous, darting, unfocused eyes, ferretlike face)  

2. Why did Mr. Keetch say that Charlotte should take another ship? Do you think he was
sincere? Why do you think that Keetch spoke in “an unnecessarily loud voice”? 
(Page 16-17, Keetch wanted the other shipmates to hear what he was saying. He may
have been sincere about the fact that she should not travel by herself, or, perhaps because
of what he knew was going to happen, he did not believe a young girl should be aboard.)

3. Why do you think the sailors who had overheard the conversations of Keetch,
Grummage, and Charlotte were looking at her with hostility? Charlotte had done
nothing to them. (Page 17, Charlotte’s appearance on board may cause them trouble.)

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Decision-making Grid

The decision-making grid below is supposed to make it easier to find the best solution to a
problem. Give examples of other questions you should ask yourself when you are trying to
“weigh” different solutions. Then fill in the grid for the following problem: My best friend has
been telling lies about me. See if classmates agree with the solution you decide is best.

Problem Criterion #1 Criterion #2 Criterion #3

State the Will the solution Will it make me feel
problem. hurt someone? better?

Solution #1

Solution #2

Solution #3

Solution #4
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