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Twelve Angry Men
Name Activity #3 e Vocabulary
Introduction

Vocabulary Matching

ad-hoc decry Shul jurisprudence
subsumed maligning hucksters adjurations
idiosyncratic mitigate catalyst egress

Directions: Match each word with the correct definition.

_1.ad-hoc a. persons in the advertising business locking for big profits
_ 2.decry b. person or thing that brings about change

_ 3.Shul c. having to do with peculiarity of behavior or opinion
_____ 4. jurisprudence d. for a specific purpose

_ 5. subsumed ¢..solemn appeais or commands

6. maligning f. system of laws

7. hucksters g. o make less harsh; alleviate

______ /8. adjurations h. slandering; speaking evil of

____ 9. idiosyncratic i. a way out; exit

____10. mitigate j. taken into or included in a larger class

_11. catalyst k. denounce; express strong disapproval of

_ 12. egress l. synagogue
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Twelve Angry Men

Name Study Guide

Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Use your answers in
class discussions, for writing assignments, and to review for tests. Starred questions indicate
thought or opinion questions.

Introduction

1.
2.

How does David Mamet believe America was built?

*Briefly explain Mamet’s classification of the two Americas, “therm,” and “us,”
and whether or not you agree with him.

3. What does Mamet think is the source of America’s system of jurisprudence?

*What do you think Mamet means when he says “...we (the jurors) are the State”
(p. viii)?

With what does Mamet think jurors console themseives for their loss of time and
income?

*What standard are jurors instructed to apply to their decision? What do you think this
means?

Why does Mamet call Twelve Angry Men a good drama?

Act |, pp. 5-17

1.
2.

Briefly identify and describe the setting of the play.

With what is the defendant charged? How old is he? What must be the jurors’ rationale
for a verdict of “not guilty”? What is the mandatory sentence if they find the defendant
guilty?

*Which of the jurors imrmediately expresses his opinion about the guilt or innocence

of the defendant? What do you think motivates such a strong reaction?

4. *Cive one word you think describes each of the jurors at the start of their deliberation.

5. Who votes “not guilty” in the preliminary ballot? What is his rationale for doing so?

How do the other jurors react?

*State thiree facts about the defendant’s background. Explain the impact you think
a childhood like his would have on you or young people you know.

How does Juror #10 stereotype the defendant? How does Juror #9 respond to this
tirade?

In their attempts to change the 8th juror’s mind, what do the other jurors bring out
about the following: (a) the old man’s eyewitness account, (b) the testimony of the
woman across the street, (c) the boy’s alibi, and (d) the presumed motive for the
murder?

N

© Novel Units, Inc.



Twelve Angry Men
Name Activity #13 e Character Analysis
Use During and After Reading

Character Web

Directions: Complete the attribute web by filling in information specific to Juror #3 in the
play.

@ Démographics

Actions Point of View

>
D
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Twelve Angry Men
Activity #14 e Comprehension

Name
Use During and After Reading

Using Dialogue

Directions: Choose some dialogue from the play. Fill in the chart to evaluate the purpose
of the dialogue and whether or not it is effective in moving along the plot.

How isthe plot advanced

Extra Credit—extra bits i ina?
Who is speaking? with these words?

of dialogue |
remember from my
outside reading

Dialogue on Pages

What is special about the dialogue? What does the dialogue tell me
about the characters speaking?

N
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Twelve Angry Men

Activity #17 e Literary Analysis
Use During and After Reading

Name
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