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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Chapter 5: “A Damsel in Distress” 
Vocabulary:

ruination  sprunkled  irresponsible  dismantled  

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Who is the damsel in distress? (A lady traveller whose car has broken down; Gramps’

help is to disconnect all the engine’s snakes/hoses and to dismantle the carburetor.)

2. What do you think of Sal’s grandparents? What do you expect of them in the rest of
the book? (Answers will vary. Ask students to justify their answers.)

Chapter 6: “Blackberries” 
Vocabulary:

diabolic  divulge  muesli  

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Compare the Winterbottoms and the Hiddles.

Winterbottoms Hiddles

father is hard-working father is hard-working farmer

father is employed creating road maps mother tries very hard

mother is hard-working homemaker tension between parents

tension between parents

2. Why does Sal say she feels betrayed? (unsure; Author doesn’t answer directly but you
sense something unsettling and amiss between Sal’s parents.)

3. How is this chapter about appreciation? (Both mothers don’t feel appreciated.)

Supplementary Activities:
1. Explore the humor of Chapter 5 by acting it out, turning it into a comic strip or

writing a short paragraph to explain.

2. Create a class picture of Sal and Phoebe’s class.

3. Interview parents or other adults about naming their children. Create a class list of the
answers to your survey, then group and transfer to a pie graph.
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Application of Skills:
1. Identify and give an example of foreshadowing.

2. What is the climax of a book? What is the denouement?

3. Explain how to use one of these comprehension strategies: context clues for
vocabulary, character web, and cause-and-effect chart.

Vocabulary Activities

Emphasis on vocabulary-building should be included in reading instruction daily. This guide
identifies vocabulary words chapter-by chapter. Depending upon the particular students,
some of the words may need to be pre-taught so students can understand the chapters.
Beyond that, vocabulary activities help students see variations in meaning, context clues, and
develop an overall ability to comprehend and use words in speaking and writing effectively.
The following activities can be used daily during part of the reading instructional time.

1. Pairs: Put together several pairs of words. Challenge students to analyze the
relationship between the words and then use them in a sentence.

Same Opposite Not Usually
Words Meaning Meaning Go Together? Why? Related

2. Look for interesting sounding words and group these together. Start with examples
from the book but then add others.

3. Explain why certain book characters or authors would use selected words: Gramps,
Salamanca, Mr. Winterbottom, Dr. Seuss, a famous inventor, a college president,
George Washington, and Curious George.

4. Choose some vocabulary words to include in these simile statements:
as dark as_______________________________
as sweet as______________________________
as dumb as_________________________________
as green as_________________________________
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5. Choose five of the vocabulary words to dissect as to the base or root, prefix, and
suffix.

6. Start a collection of prefixes and suffixes.

7. How many words can you form from the words in the book’s titles or in the title of a
specific chapter?

8. Create some interesting single word crossword puzzle clues for some of the
vocabulary words. Exchange with classmates.

9. Collect some interesting colloquial words and phrases. When would these words be
best used? Why does an author use colloquialisms?

10. From a listing of the vocabulary challenge words, choose 5–10 words to include in a
group creative writing effort. Make up a story to use as many of the words as possible.
Consult a dictionary if you don’t know what a word means.

11. Word Mapping: Try plugging some of the vocabulary words into a word map as
follows:

WORD

Define in
your own words

Use in a 
sentence

AntonymSynonym
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