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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Predictions, analysis, inferences,
research, supporting judgments,
compare/contrast, pros/cons

Comprehension
Cause/effect, summarizing,
identifying attributes

Literary Elements
Epigraphs, allusions, theme,
character analysis, figurative
language, author’s purpose,
point of view, symbolism,
conflict/resolution

Vocabulary

Definitions, application, word
maps, dictionary entries

Listening/Speaking

Discussion, presentation, skit

Writing

Journal entry, alternate ending,
essay, poem, newspaper review

Across the Curriculum

Music—“Wonder” by Natalie
Merchant, zydeco music, baroque
violin vs. hardanger fiddle; Art—
collage, watercolor, chalk drawing,
pencil sketch, brochure, comic
strip; Health—cleft lip/cleft palate,
tics, bullying; Entertainment/
Popular Culture—Doogie Howser,
M.D., Star Wars, Auggie Doggie and
Doggie Daddy cartoon; Literature—
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jetf
Kinney, novels about children with
differences; Science—acids and
bases, Punnett squares




Supplementary Activities

1. Entertainment: Research the following Star Wars references, and then tell how each is
important in the novel’s context: Padawan, Jedi, Jango Fett, Darth Sidious, Boba Fett, clone
trooper, Obi-Wan Kenobi, Darth Vader.

2. Science: Look up the scientific terms “acid” and “base.” Then, use a T-chart to classify the
following everyday substances as either acids or bases: le 10n juice, baking soda, mustard,
vinegar, coffee, orange juice, toothpaste, aspirin, v/«

3. Literature: Read Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jef¢"“nr. ». In o. : to two paragraphs, explain the
origin of the “Cheese Touch.” Discu. wh' "he ot hink [uggie’s comparison is a good one.

A Tour of the Galaxv-' e | typ.aan Tomb

Via describes living i¢ Av zie ' .dow, including the sacrifi »s si  h. 'made and the guilt she
often feels. No~ hic (s 0oy, Via is drifting awav.fror. ne. !d' /iends, Miranda and Ella.
Though Via k >ws ke, Oblems could never ecli; e A=g¢ s, she still yearns for more of her

pC ent ac v 2 a also discusses the lika'.i.oou qiar she or Auggie will have a child with

At gic cor ition. Via decides to cut ti“ra = = ¢ ..ith Miranda and Ella. which affects her

nC e the ae realizes. The novel ti ns. fts4of ammer’s point of view & shie highlights Auggie’s
1. ’redeeming qualities. Wk "ui me :invited to a popular gix™ »a. 51 iv xcited—that
is, until people at the partv ai mp**o _avince her to ditch Augy = D »i¢ " ctbacks, Summer
and Auggie remai clo’ : frieng

Discussion Qu~a-tios
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Vi ab ary 1. Why doe< Zis"7air. .at “this year there seem/ fo'vna a7ift in
i thed Us. os _ar  “planets are falli== out< . ‘gruuer ” (p 83)?
celestial ‘Ar. “orsyile vary. The shift Viads repatein. “Cmichc ciate to the
disproportionately .t e ooth she and Auggare .t di, . schools, with
catastrophe 4. gie attending a real schoo! r v firs. ime. Via might also k
bizarre mplying that shelans to' em._d 1. of her parents’ attentior s
dynamics now that Augsie’s boare s =lai.ly stable.) P
obsession e
decisively 2. Describe the.  wvo + 2ust. that Via mentions. What ¢ vig’ 2
exotic ponder” o abc ttho ‘two Augusts” demonstr e _ouc .7 .
transition “he “1 0 Awtusis are two different view ¢ vt the hat Via
emphatically 6. vpe _d. One is the Auggie she.has 'wa_ known—a fun-
literally ° . cffectionate, tough little brg  1er-The  ‘hei 1s the Auggie other
platoon ople see—a child with 2 ITi € duy it Y. Answers will vary.
caption rhough Via hates hersel“fc_ v gt sgie—even for a second—as
strangers do, her thouy s de. nsuate that she is an intelligent,
compassic rate/ i 10 2ks w understand all viewpoints.)
3. What did Via love the most abou  id¢ es 0o and, now, high school? (Via loved that her
middle school “was separate ar. if, rc. om horne” [p. 91]. Since everyone in her elementary
school knew Auggie and her paren ‘a ¢._yed the relative anonymity middle school afforded her.
Now, in high school, Via relishes the  t that no one knows her or Auggie. In effect, she has a clean 3
slate. She is not ashamed of Auggie; rather, she wishes to have an identity independent of any of her 3
family members.) é
=
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Supplementary Activities

1. Art: Using Via’s metaphor in which Auggie is the Sun (see page 82 of the novel), create a
visual representation of the Pullman “galaxy,” labeling each part with a person’s name and
what they represent (e.g., Via—a planet).

2. Comprehension: Review the family history Via relates on page 103 of the novel. Beginning
with Auggie and Via Pullman, create a family tree for th¢ Pullmans.

3. Science: Use library resources or the Internet to = i1, = aati_ 1 about Punnett squares.
Then, complete a Punnett square for the chi** ot 0 pec, 'e wich alleles Bb and bb, where
Bb = brown eyes and bb = blue eyes.. nsy 1+ fo »win< Juestions:

a. What is the likelihood that the¢ nilc vil »a27/¢ brown eyes?
b. What is the likelihand that ¢ = ci d v.iil have blue eyes?

c. What is the likelihoc  tha -hc iild will be a carrier femalles b (v . will carry the
recessive trait/ o1 ue er

The Co2 Ty B yfriend

Jac cc fess  hisinitial reluctance to bafrit " 3¢ " at Mr. Tushman'’s request and tells how
ne hat. 7 .1is mind when he realic- d t.  diffia® ities Auggie would be fa .112. Jack describes

3 mily’s tight finances and.= le. 'if¢ vle, which often separate="ac. _.. hi. wealthier
clacsmates. He realizes Auggic¢ 1eard:h.  gossiping with Julian ori ali veaw.nd arter Julian
makes yet anoth¢ :ud¢ comu. +< yout Auggie, Jack’aange” . 's ¢ er.. 2 punches Julian and
refuses to sa=vhy® 2~ .. 1ck and Auggie mend theis fri ads: o, . nile Julian turns most
of thebc atb -h Pr .gainst Jack. One day. = .ile wug_ =< .ad Jack are working on their
science pr. »cta he ullmans’ house, Via eptarsa 1in. duces them to her new boyfriend,
Justin.
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Di. 1s. = yuestions
Vocabula; E v did Jack react to Auggi .t first’ ne he saw him? What
aid his babysittersmean v he she = 1, “...sometimes you d¢ ¢ &
alabaster have to mean to pure »n con o hurt someone” (p. 1272.(/a P
kinetic cried out in st se. 1d ic, mmediately with his babysiti -, < «ing g
inkling her in a whispe  wha. as wrong with the boy he s<'v. s s ll 3
valid vary, bi Veronic 1s most likely trying o st=ess | «"tha boy, his ’
retrospect . ther, ud! s sister probably each felt . t. ‘er. i, Jack’s
stringent ed 4, .ol though it was uninters"ral. st -ause Jack “didn’t
PfOthC01 can ..’ [p. 137] did not=nean<hc - ‘e, gs weren't hurt.)
;el?ﬁ&latle 2. why does Jack agree teh o = T¢ "..nan? What can the reader
hypocrite infer about Jack basc »n v 5 accision? (Jack realizes that “if a
addiction little kid " e Ja< .., whe usuuly a nice enough kKid, can be that
organic mea: fh_e‘ a bk 'lik. Augast doesn’t stand a chance in middle
<ho. 2. 41, = cher words, Jack decides that Auggie can use
o thoan ae can get. Answers will vary. Though Jack initially
wants to turn Mr. Tushman down,. onsuders the situation from Auggie’s viewpoint, proving that
Jack is sympathetic and compassiona.c. Perhaps Jack, who feels set apart by his family’s financial L
hardship, can identify with Auggie’s loneliness.) g
=
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I Predict...

Directions: Spend a few minutes looking at the cover of the novel and flipping through its
pages. What can you predict about the characters, the setting, and the problem in the novel?
Write your predictions in the spaces below.

The Characters The Problem

u will enjoy reading ovel?

9

& ~
q will really like thi
Explain your prediction on the lines bel;c“ g

I will not like this
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Word Map

Definition

re.
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Conflict

The conflict of a story is the struggle between two people or two forces. There are three main
types of contflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature or society, and person vs. self.

Directions: The characters experience some conflicts i
names of three major characters. In the space provid ist
r

Then, explain how each conflict is resol\

y.ﬁthe chart below, list the
flic: each character experiences.

Resolution \\
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< Character:

[, Conflict
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