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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Creative thinking, inferences,
research, opinions, predictions

Comprehension
Story mapping, compare/contrast,
cause/effect

Literary Elements
Symbolism, dynamic figures,
themes, setting, point of view

Vocabulary
Definitions, application,
synonyms/antonyms

Writing
Essay, poetry, review, journal,
letter, synopsis

Across the Curriculum
Literature—purple prose, sonnets,
L’Engle’s other stories; Social
Studies—famous thinkers,
McCarthyism, religion; Art—cover
art, painting, collage; Drama—
plays, films, TV interviews;
Science—elements, scientists,
inherited traits
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Supplementary Activities

1. Descriptive Writing: Choose four vocabulary words from this section, and use them in a
description of either the children’s confrontation with the man with red eyes or their
confrontation with IT.

2. Research: Research the term “McCarthyism,” and write one paragraph explaining what it is,
one paragraph explaining how fear and conformity affec =d the lives of Americans in the
1950s, and one paragraph about how this might re*ac =0 ife¢ 1 Camazotz.

3. Science: Meg tries to evade the powers of IT7 =re  ing i1, >rmacdion from the periodic table
of elements. Research one of the ele; »nt’ Ms_me. iong n page 155 of the novel, and write
a one-page essay about the discovery ¢ thi el  .ent, where it is found on Earth, and how
humans use it.

Absolute Zex'ns f¢ lish and the Weak

Meg slowly wes u=m i .1 tessering but cannot y/ camami aicate. She hears Calvin and Mr.

M rtry/ sscosi oM L Murry’s time on Camz’ .oz ana th power of IT. As Meg comes to, they tell

he thi tes red away from IT and left¢ he . MLwce behind. They are on the planet Ixchel, a
‘rc 'ge . .d inhabited by large, pa iali ‘fur=n.eatures with tentacles & .d na facial features,

v, express their feelings and® .. ag. st bugh their minds. A femr™ c1ccur. wii) no longer

has children of her own cares »r Mog._.rs Whatsit, Mrs Who, an. Mr. Vil .ireturn to discuss

Charles Wallace’s' cscy | and I, ecomes angry beq use t ¢« sec rorn.cn can neither save
Charles W2 =n¢ »lic.v v Murry or Calvin teretus t¢ "am :ot. to save him. Finally, Meg
understa. s tha he ni, wvay to save Charles W= Cei ‘o1 co tesser to Camazotz alone. Meg

arrives on' 2 pli et «.d returns to the build; th hot s the giant brain. Char'ss Wallace is
there, still ¢+ .led by IT. Meg struggles a_ i “T'C.__wer before realizing tha? ‘ba=aly vay to
defeat IT is with love. She proclaims ! -t « e 1ove .or her brother, an . IT's¢ . r 15 p1¢ en. The
group reunites back on Earth, al¢ ¢ 11 N 's. Murry and the twins. e { ¢ worncn appear
briefly to say there is=== 2wkt do.

Discussion Question-

Vocabulary 1. According tc .. N rry, 1y were he, Meg, and Calvi 2'.¢to
] hold outewrair. \IT7 ow was IT trying to weak’ (11 =1 = s
practicable asolve  (Mr. M. cells Calvin that IT \“ccolc —y us used to
contra.st v ore, ced [p. 158 ]—that its power we 10c S so. 5 as it should
cor.roswe a2 en pecause IT was not ready o suci esi.:nce. Even so, Mr.
fallible urry says he would not< e [ ste . lc .ger because IT is still
pungent cry strong. While fighting .| rathina _emed important anymore
gzrmtzlnt but rest,” and “IT off& » [hi cc plete rest” [p. 158].)
absur
league 2. How did® {r. M ar. er. up on Camazotz? (Mr. Murry says
resent goin. 2 C. mna_ fzv sa ‘complete accident” and he had never
precise ten - 0 cave .ch’s solar system. He was heading to Mars, but
anxiety te. ot ¢ not been an accurate process.)
3. Why Jd Charles Wallace fall under IT’s spell so quickly? Why

did Mr. Murry leave Charles Wallace behind on Camazotz?
(“Charles Wallace thought he could deliberately go into IT and return” [p. 159], Mr. Murry says. The boy
trusted his own strength too much and did not show enough concern for IT’s strength. Meg accuses her

S
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father of leaving Charles Wallace behind on Camazotz, but her father tells her that “the human brain
is a very delicate organism” [p. 164 ], meaning that if he had pulled Charles Wallace away from IT
while under IT’s spell, Charles Wallace’s mind might have been destroyed.)

Describe the aliens that Mr. Murry, Meg, and Calvin meet. How does Meg initially feel about
the aliens? (The aliens that appear are dull gray and walk upright but have fur like animals. They
each have four arms and more than five waving tentacles for fingers, with soft indentations for facial
features—no eyes or mouths. When the aliens appear ar< on¢ asks Mr. Murry, Meg, and Calvin who
they are, the voice comes from its tentacles. Meg fea:= e w. = = wi. 2at them. She is disgusted as they
draw near, but as they hover over her she feels oty g “ting ‘'ng warmth” course through her.)

. How do the aliens perceive the worl¢. rour .t m, and i1ow does this differ from the way in

which humans perceive it? (The a. us' ¢ = aat things are like” [p. 174] but they cannot see
with just one sense [eyesight], lik ‘ur. us. “he aliens use many sensea+o understand something.
They say that relying or i . ke s do “must be a very limii g 1. ag” [p. 174] compared to
developing ideas usiva.al. e s ses, some of which orly the s s wm . ave. Being able to emote

ideas and speak ¥ the <m._ 7, proves this extrasenscrmab ‘ty ¢ sts

What is t* = citfe! ac:oetween the meal serve- cn C ma. . and the meal served on Ixchel?
WEkatdol w t ink each meal represents?.<T) or. Zamazotz looked luxurious and delicious
bt in. th . _.ed very bland, almost like ar7+The _al on Ixchel looks “dull and colorless and

ur. e ing” [p. 180] but is actuclly  acacio s that Meg feels she will n=">get her fill again. This
represents the two ways of livine. e 0. nu.cd rule of IT on Camazotz v ='= 0C :to be safe,
“lean, happy living, but it i really 1.+ 15[ving. The other way of 't |t unde: _he r.le of IT], where
individuality, <veativ", Jan_ 00/ ess may seem to have its f==lts, " in . th very fulfilling.)

What A= = Mc  de. L of Mrs Whatsit, MrssWhetan Mr. Vl..ch when they appear on
Ixckk ana ow 'o¢ _three women react? \ = Ji. hc = .0 return to Camazotz, and why?
(Meg . s the rec women that her father lo<nc_2s W 'lace behind on Camazotzyand Mrs
Whatsy. s’ .n a cold voice, “what do yo_ e tu. do” [p. 185]? When Meg [ >¢s+"em<9 help
rescue he. ovrother, they treat her ver' 1. cly und asist there is nothiva they< .. oo C naztz.
Getting involved directly “is ne” ou. “uy?p. 185], Mrs Whatsitsays "oti ‘. Muii, und Calvin
insist they will rete=to C ma. 7z o ¢ Charles Wallace=hut. = th. 2w = forbid them to go.
Then Meg realizi “... “ha_ ‘o). me...I'm the one who's clesc v him' 9. 187].)

What gifts do ti thre. yomen offer Meg as ¢ 2 goes 1 2 sa » Criarles Wallace? (Mrs What .
offers Meg her love. v 9 offers Meg a qi cte.a. ut. ¢ the uiings considered weak, fo 15, or
despised will be the things that will overpow: e st 1g. iv..s Which tells her that sh~ha ¢ hing
IT does not have, and this thing is her o= ., wew.. )

/

How does Meg defeat IT an. = = C. rles NVallace? (When Charles V. ac sa, < . Mrs
Whatsit hates her, Meg realize th. “he c...y thing she has that IT <7 > nc_hav. ind can never
understand is love. She focuses.  ner aue love for her brather, <n¢ == 0. n seems to break IT’s
spell, freeing Charles Wallace.)

Supplementary Activities
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1. Poetry: Write a sonnet about.2 to;  ~f ou. 2 e using synonyms for four vocabulary words
from this section.
2. Prediction: Write one to three pa.  aphs telling what you think Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who, and |
Mrs Which have to rush off to do at the end of the novel. e
z
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Thought Bubble

Directions: In the bubble below, write what Calvin might be thinking when he sees his mother
and siblings in the Happy Medium’s crystal ball.
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Character Attribute Web

Directions: The attribute web below will help you gather clues the author provides about Meg.
Fill in the blanks with words and phrases that tell how Meg acts and looks, as well as what Meg

says and feels.
A\
a Says

W
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